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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: NOVEMBER 11, 2010

EVENTS FOR WHEELCHAIR BOUND ATHLETES ADDED TO 2011 KHSAA TRACK SCHEDULE

Beginning in 2011, Kentucky's wheelchair bound student-athletes will have an opportunity to test their skills at
KHSAA track and field events. The KHSAA Board of Control has given approval for the addition of two events, the
400 meter race and the shot put, to KHSAA sanctioned track and field meets for the 2010-11 spring track and field
season.

The KHSAA and the American Association of Adapted Sports Programs (AAASP) will work together to implement
the new events. The AAASP works in partnership with education agencies in the U.S. to establish policies, and
procedures in interscholastic adapted sports for students with physical disabilities to enhance educational
outcomes. The activities used by the AAASP have a foundation in Paralympic sports, and have been developed for
student-athletes based on their functional ability.

Students are encouraged to participate in the regular season with scores reported to the AAASP where they are
tracked and compiled. Students could then qualify for the two events at the state level. Both adaptive events will
be featured as exhibitions at the 2011 KHSAA State Track and Field Meet at Owsley Frazier Park in Louisville and, if
successful, could be a permanent addition to the games. The AAASP will conduct the events and deliver medals to
the winners but team points will not be scored for any school through those events.

If there is sufficient interest in the program more events could be added in the future, with the ultimate hope of a
team championship for adapted teams. A benefit of the partnership with the AAASP is training assistance for
coaches and officials, as well as information on how to implement and grow the sport for a new segment of
student-athletes.

“We utilize a lot of resources in support of our position that participation in sports is a tremendous asset to the
high school aged student. | am glad we will be able to start offering opportunities for those students with physical
disabilities and evaluate it for future expansion,” said KHSAA Commissioner Julian Tackett. “Other states with
much larger population bases have been able to successfully add programs and with the help of AAASP, we hope
to be able to gauge the level of interest in more opportunities and our ability to accommodate that interest, both
from a financial and operational standpoint. We are excited about the chance to partner to help more of Kentucky's
youth.”

STATE CROSS COUNTRY MEET THIS WEEKEND

More than 1,600 student-athletes will descend on the Kentucky Horse Park this weekend for the KHSAA State Cross
Country Championships. Following a warm-up day for teams on Friday, a total of six races in three classes will be
run on Saturday, Nov. 13.

The Class 1A girls" championship will begin at 9:30 a.m., followed by the 1A boys at 10:15 a.m. In Class 2A, the
girls will run at 11:30 a.m., followed by the boys at 12:15 p.m. Class 3A will end the competition as the girls race at
1:30 p.m., followed by the boys at 2:15 p.m.

The championships will be contested for the second consecutive year on the new course on the back side of the
park (past the new arena). Admission is $10 for adults, while children ages 6 and under are admitted free.
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UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

November 13 KHSAA State Cross Country Championships, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington
December 3-4  KHSAA Commonwealth Gridiron Bowl, Houchens-Smith Stadium, Bowling Green
December 7 KHSAA Board of Control Meeting, KHSAA Office, Lexington

For any questions or further information about this or any KHSAA release please contact Elden May, Sports
Information Director at 859-299-5472 or emay@khsaa.org.

About the Kentucky High School Athletic Association

The Kentucky High School Athletic Association was organized in 1917 and is the agency designated by the
Kentucky Department of Education to manage high school athletics in the Commonwealth. The Association is a
voluntary nonprofit 501 3(c) organization made up of 278 member schools both public and private. The KHSAA
sanctions state championships in 19 sports, licenses and trains over 4,100 officials, provides catastrophic insurance
for its member school student athletes as well as overseeing coaching education and medical symposium
programs.



