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2-14-2000

TO: Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40503

FROM: Barry Vaughn
125 Daybreak Drive
Hanson, KY 42413

With great pride T nominate Mr. Robert B. Fox for your consideration and hopeful
placement into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Bob Fox, who has been often
referred to as the Rick Pitino of the late 60’s, had an outstanding ability to earn respect
from his players by taking raw talent and turning it into perfection through constant
encouragement and support. Bob’s players were his family they were important to him
and each player knew their part in the team’s quest for perfection. Not only did he earn
respect from his players, but also his students, staff of teachers, and citizens of the
community. The late Elmer Kelly with WFMW radio once said that whatever it is that
courses through Fox’s veins should be extracted and bottled. The vitamin industry would
have its toughest competitor. His enthusiasm was contagious to all that came in contact
with him.

Robert B. Fox

Bob Fox was a three-year letterman in basketball and baseball at Earlington High School
from 1945-1948. He graduated from Western Kentucky University and began his
coaching career at Whitesville Junior High School. His gift of putting success together in
such a small time frame is astounding. After one year at Whitesville he accepted a High
School head-coaching job at North Warren High School. He served at that small Warren
County School for four years ending with an 86-31 record and took his team to the
Regional Tournament twice during that span for the first time in the school’s history.
Fox returned to his alma mater in 1962 as both coach and principal, replacing James
Larmouth, who had moved up to Superintendent. During the next five years Fox
compiled a 141-26 record, which included his 1964-65 team that won 30 consecutive
games before losing in the semi-finals of the Regional Tournament. The 1965-66 team
was 29-6 and made it to the Sweet Sixteen, only to lose to Harrison County in the first
round, The following year 1966-67 was to be a different story. Earlington High School
won it all, capping a 38-1 record by defeating Covington Catholic 54-53 in the final
game. Considering the fact that Earlington was a small town of 2800 people with a
school enrollment of 225, he did this while being the administrative head of both the
Earlington Elementary and High School but still had time to coach the Yellowjackets,
which is quite amazing. It was during the 1967 Kentucky State Basketball Tournament
that Coach Adolph Rupp called the Yellowjacket press “The best high school press I've
ever seen.” Following the tournament Fox was selected by the Associated Press, the




United Press, the Courier Journal, and the KHSAA as Coach of the Year in Kentucky and
also coached the “West All Star” squad. Fox left coaching the next year to further his
education. In 1968 Coach Fox earned his Doctorate Degree in the field of Education from
the University of Kentucky. That same year he joined the staff at Murray State
University. He taught in the School of Education and worked with hundreds of student
teachers until he retired in 1983.

Success in many instances is measured in time. Coach Bob Fox coaching career on the
court was short but his accomplishments were great. A nine year coaching career that
produced a 227- 57 won / loss record, winning the Kentucky State High School
Championship in 1667, voted Coach Of The Year by the Associated Press,United
Press, the Courier Journal, the KHSAA as Coach of the Year and finished by coaching
the “West All Star” squad to his final court victory.
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MADISONVILLE, KY,

When Bﬁb Fox took over the basketball Jjob at Earlington from personab‘i‘;“
Jim Larmouth, his‘first'statement was, "this is a beck of a big pair of
shoes to F£ill%., At the moment, the former Jacket star and coach at North
‘Warren for the past four years, has not only put both feet firmly -in the
. shoes, he has laced them very neatly.

‘Last' x_xi‘ght, Fox won his fifth straight game, niﬁping a stout Holy Name
club by holdi:ig on in the final minuteé. This little guy with the big hgart :
and a burxiing desife to win, has vhipped a Jacket team into a regional ‘ ‘
contender in a hurry. He got only one starter from last year's five which |
upset Princeton Dotson in the &egional final after nip_piﬁg Madisonville.'
on thg.way. Earlington had'b_een beaten by Madisonville in the'distriét
finale in Maronn Gym. - ' '

Fox, a f1reﬁater of the first water, is a winrling dynamo on the bench.
If you don't believe it, watch him the next time you see a Jacket game.
There's not a boy on the floor who works harder. He is up and down, in and
out, over and under every movement on the boards, and must be ready for a '
strait jacket when the final whistle is blown. Whatéver it is that courses
through Fox's veins sh_ouid be extracted and bottled. The vitamin industry
would have ifs toughest competitor. ‘

Fox had a tremendqus “challenge a£ Earlington this year, énd he knew it.
- He wasted no-.words of iament over ‘having onjyy one starter from last season,
He smply went to work with long, rugged practice sessions, burned the
midnight oil making up his proposed lineups, then set about to make h1s
intenticns jell. Fox will tell you he has used no great amoint of strategy
in fashioning five straxght wins. Hard worﬁ’ ded;catlon, and the will .to

' win has stamped his actions so far and this system is not likely to change.



Perhaps the secret of the whéle show has been the fact that Fox did
come into a solid reserve five which Larmouth left from last season. ‘He
had some good height and speed but four of the present starters had not
worked together‘as a va:sity unit; Perhaps another heasure of £redit should )
“go to Wesley Coffman,the Ione holdover but one of the best. Coffman, who ”
comes from a basketball family on both s1des,‘is the playmaker aﬁd court
general. He can piay.every position, and often does in the coﬁ:Se of a '
ballgamé. Coffman‘s greétest' ané perhaps oniy fault in the past, has béén\
an “explosive temper, which he is fast learning to control. Once he'gefs:fhat :
wh1pped completely, the lad will reach the potent1a} of one of Earlington s ‘é
-greatest and one of the- all=time bests in~the Fegion. - ~ = ) S
- Fox has only one big element to watch, that of not bufning his baliclub
- .out before the do or die district tournaﬁent. Ail these victories are good
;and every team likes io put 'em on the record books , buf after a11, the
sudden death action in the district tournamentﬂis whét eiery'team aims for
from the start.of the season. The more the Jackets win, the more the pressure
is going to mount, and Fox knows there's a breaking point for prep sc¢hool
youngsters. There won't be.a lot of moaning and groaning if somebody nails -
the club in the near future. Fox, best of all, will realize that a setback .-
by a goed club often helps more than hinders a team.

Earlington fans are a little surprised, greatly over;oyed by the turn of
events thus far, and Fox bhas done his job well. ~Our congratulations to
the coach, his staff and the team for a quick jump right into the state
picture Anyway you Iook at it, a Fox leading a swarm of Yellowgackets is
_a pretty potent force. ‘ :

DEAR BOB: Since you would be practicing at 4:30, you'd miss
the sports editorial. Thought you might like a copy of it.

ELKER



 Earlington Coach Bob Fox-
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Earlington Coach Bob Fox Is Man Of Many Mo




‘ EXPRESSIVE EARLINGTON Coach Box Fox leaps off the bench to watch hi
. Yellowjackets in Louisville Invitational Tournament play, One of two Western Kentuc
teams 1o receive a tourney bid, Earlington was the only team to survive Thursday’ g

openers. | : |
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UP IN THE AIR ... Earlington coach Bob Fox leaps into the'air:

as his team scores a
Breathitt County in t
Gregg Martin sits at

late basket in its 69-64 semif
he State Basketball Tournamer
left and assistant David Jenki

Lo staff Phote

inal win over’.
t. Earlington’s . -
ns is. at; right. ..
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BLAST-OFF! . .., No, it's not a male cheerleader, It's Earlington
High School coach Bob Fox scaring after his Second Region cham-.

. pions edged Covington Catholic 54-53 last night on a last.second
shot in the State High Schoo! Tournament final at Freedom Hall,

- 81aff Pholo by €. Thomas H
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IN MY
OPINION

Pructlce .
Pays Off - s, smwarker

Ayl g v

" Although Earllngton has won 84 baskethaﬂ
games this season against only one loss, thevic- .
tories have made headiines in papers only'the
.day after the game was won the night hefore.
1" myt, Tn My Opinton, Esvlington’s 34 vio
‘tories were chalked up many hours before the
“grames was actually played. They won inpractice.

True, coach Bob Fox has, as the old say-
ing goes, ‘‘the horses to do the job''.

But what good is a race horse it he’s never :
been trained to run?

While a lot of teams are having practice.
it’s really a picnic compa.red to-the Yellovib
lackets, |

. After an hour or so watching the Jackets
in practice it isn't hard to realize how they
have won'34 ball-games, the most of any {eam
in the 50th Annual Kentucky High School State
Tournament, starting Wednesday inLoulsville’s
Freedom Hall.

. Earlington's practice sessions start when
Fox walks on the court and says, “‘let's go',
1t doesn’'t stop until he blows his whistle and
when he does, everyone had better stop, 1001{
and listen, ’

You can hear a pin drop from a downtown
street corner. He speaks in two tones of voloe,
one quist, but heard, another rattling the raﬁters.
and also heard. '

Mistakes are not permitted to go on..They
do things over and over until its right. - /-

Fox praises his players when they hustle
and come up with plays and he lets them know
when they. are not hustling and not making the
‘plays. ’

No heads are rammed. against the wall,
no one is slapped around and no one is thrown-
out of the gym. But you don’t loai.
~ . Fox demands nothing less than a 100 per

. oent effort -100 per cent of the time and he

.gives his players that in return. '

: I mistakes continue, someone finds them-
self . sitting -on the sideline or running laps.

There is always someone ready to take their
plaee.

But the players love every minute of it
even if it means working when others axe out
enjoying the better things of life. .

Right now, nothing is better than being 2
Yellowjacket, Voo -
{7 They.sre the klngs ot Seconcl Region has- .
kethall and favored to meet Owensboro in the
§> state tournament finals Saturday night, . :

: Even though Earlington's defense is its
i key destroying weapon, the Jackets work: against :
' 4 press as much as pogsible, 7.

The Earlington guards, Greg Martin and
Arthur Johnson work against four defensive
men In getting the ball across the 10-sec-
ond- lne and Fox gives them Just that much
“time to do it.

: The entlre starting team works againat
a 7-man defensive team when Fox thinks they
need it. .

. The popular Earlington coach won't stand
fior “horsing around" when there is work to be

one. ) ‘
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HE DOES" DOUBL:E -:DKUTY

Earhngfon s Fox Is Vofed Coach of Year

I:nltud Prass internllonat
Earlinglon coach Bob Fox, one of
the three remaining principal-coaches in
the state, today was named high school
baskethall Coach of the Year in Kens

tucky by the United Press International

Board of Coaches,

Fox Is- admimlstrative head of both

the Herlington Elementary and High
schools, but found the time fo lezd the
Yellow Jackets to g 34-1 geason and n
berth in the stabe iauznament a5 2nd
Regton tittists, ™

Earlington's opening game in the state
tournament will be against Russel? tomor-
xow at 2 p.mm..

" The 36-year-old mentor has established
a fine five-year record of 18726 at a
school which has an enrol]ment. of 225

.-students, gless than half of them boys. -

He previt us!y coached at North Warten
Migh Sciiool in Bowling Green, where
ke had aft 86-31 record,

Fox said he knew ai-the beginning

of the lyear his Yellow Jackets would
have # fing season because he only
jost one starter from ~the ifeam ihat

won the region erown last year, He said,.

however, the real acid test came at Cea-
tral City In December.

“We beat Central City in the imais‘
of their own tournament on their own-

floor,” - Fox mid "IE you don't thmk
thatl's hard to: do, ask Owensboro coach
Bob Watson ahout it

Eariinglon's only Joss of the scason
came {

ment last year ended in the first round
when Earlington lost to Harrlson County.

by -six points. He said .the added year .
and touznament experience his players-
have had’ simuld enable the Jackets to ¢ lnld.r

the Louisville Invitational
Tournament when Male beat them 69-55. "
~Fox_gald the trip fo the state tourna-.

g0 :’arther than the ﬁrst round thls year i
“I:guess you could say the key to our
success this year has. been balance." ;
Fox said. ;
“All five starters are averaging m dott-

ble figures and the three seniors keep the

squaﬁ steady.” :

Fox played his prep ba]l at Earlington :
during the 1945-1948 seasons. He returned :
to -his .alma mater in 1962 and lves .
at Earlington  with hls w:fe and twoi
en.- oo

Cdédl Of the Year m C.E ’S FOHZ

ByBOB WRITE .
Courler-oursat & Tiewes Sttt Weiter .
g to outyell 17,000 State 'Tourna-

“Tryin
nment_basketball fans would make any-
bedy hoazee.

.+ So Earlington ngh coach Bob i“ox
. yesterday was Just begmnmg to got his-

,Coaeh of the Year baliotmg Job.n Burr, Tommy Long, Breathitt Couniy’s FaJrce
whose Adalr -County team had a 205 Woods and 8t. Xavier's Joe Raibil o
vecord, was third, followed - by John:
. Ttendek of Male ngh’s Loulsville Invxta !
tional Tournament Litlists,
Jack Black of Central Kentucky Con-
ference champion Frankfort placed fifth,
shead of Owensboro’s Bobby Watson,

_voice hack. . Ashland's Harold Cole, Allen Countys
Last Saturday, Fox expenenceﬁ the
atesC~thritl~of hisviife ~in—athlsticem-

E—gre
when Ear%&ngton won the State Tourna-’
. ment on a lasbsecond shot by Tyrome’
” Hopson. ‘-
Yesgterday, another thrikl ca.me Fox's
way,
He learned he bad been chosen The
Courler-Journal's Coach of the Year.

“Man, ok man, what an honor,” re-
‘pied Fox, who vecalled, "I couldn’t
catch my breath for 10 minutes after we
beat Covington Catholic,

“Then at Sunday's celebration, our
pym was full, but I-couldn't say a word”
Fox sald. “#im Larmouth, our sup-
intendent {and ox Earlington cuacb), had
Yo speak for me."

Fox, 36, succeeds Shelby Countys
. Bl Harrell as Coach of the Year

1 Ha}rirell won 1%he honm; ik?e 19;515 atnddmsg
owever, Fox won' able fo dupli-
“cate Harrells two-year hold on the <COACH OF YEAR ..
_ coveted award, -

; “The State Tournament wrapped up
! my coaching career,” he said. “But net
. because I was the only Earimgton coach
to Iose a game this season.”

i . He was referving to the varsity's 381
i vecord, as ‘compated to the 250 and 160
i marks compiled by the Earlington ‘B
team a.nd fxeshman squads reapec ve]y

Sttt Phote -
. Earling- |
tor’s Bob Fox, shown: holding
daughter: Kim after a State
Tournament victory, has been
chosen as The Couner~JoumaI'
Coach of the 'Y'ear . o

——

: ’E‘oxs successor has not been :mmed .
“hut David Jenkins has -been his assistant |

_.‘:gil.g. yea:s. hope he gets P ?ox !
g - i

vnme the 5~iootre Fox "loves to Iish
“and hunt” ke doesn't plan any vacation
- soon, Being Earlinglow’s primcipal, he'ld |
+.hold down that Job until schoel lisout. & !
1 Then he'll move his wile Pat, daughter i
JKim,’8,-and son Greg, 7, to Lexinglo
“where', ieu begin wark on his doctors t
degreein education ‘foundation at the ;
g glgersityo Kentucky S et af
Fox's 7 ‘ve-ye on-Jost recm*d " at
:Earihmton was +'143.28 and’ lnel ided |
18econd " Reglen champlonshipa 1886
and 188 -He u‘edlts full-court zone |
préss’t ; 7
amc ttle

8'-.:







