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NOLAN BARGER BIO

Nolan Malcus Bargér was born on December 24, 1944 to Malcus and Cleo
Barger. _ ,

He grew up in Scottéburg, Indiana and attended Johnson Elementary School and !‘ ‘
Scottsburg High School. ) ' o : |

Nolan was active in sports He played basketball and was a pitcher on the
"baseball tearn

He was a Boy Scout.

Nolan achieved scholastically and was named on the Honor Roll.

He was popular and was elected Senior Prom King. | | G o
_ Nolan graduated from High School in 1963 and was accepted to attend college at |
: Transylvanié Universit.y on an Athletic Scholarship. He played under coaches C.M. \
Newton, Lee Rose and Roland Wierwille, Nolan was known as a tenacious rebouhder : |
and fierce competitor. :
(Newton SOT)) thb ‘]{}\’\/
Upon graduation in 1967, he accepted a position as a Special Education teacher at
Paris High School. It was also the site of his first coaching position. Nolan was an
Assistant Coach under Earl Redwine.

And on August 11, 1968, Nolan married Beverly Jordan from Paris.

The next year, the young couple moved to Lexington, where Nolan accepted a |‘ o
teaching position at Tates Creek Junior ngh He was also an assistant coach under Louis . , \ 1
Stout at Tates Creek High School. ' - l

In 1970, Nolan moved to Tates Creek High School to teach Drivers Education. o k _

In November of 1971, Nolan Barger became Head Basketball Coach at Tates
Creek when Louis Stout was named a commissioner to the Kentucky High School

* Athletic Association. _ '

‘His first two teams went to the finals of the 11" region. - | I

(1973 Team SOT))) N\ 7)%()7 | | LR

Nolan was named Kentucky High School Coach of the Year in 1973 the same : B
year he a Masters Degree frorh Eastern Kentucky Umversxty.




School; John Dyer, Head Coach at Johnson City High School in
Tennessee; Scott Cromwell, Head Girls Basketball Coach at Henry )
~ Clay High Scheol; Keith Galloway, Head Coach at Lexington Christian
High Schoel; Brian Miller, Head Coach at Hancock County High
School; Mike Wilson, Assistant Coach at Princeton High School in
Cincinnati, Ohio; Dom Fucci, Head Baseball Coach at Tates Creek
High School; Brian Lane, Assistant Coach at Morehead State and now
Head Coach at Transylvania University; Ben DeVary, Assistant Coach
for several years at the college level; Darrin Horn, Assistant Coach at
Margquette University and now Head Coach at Western Kentucky
University; Vince Taylor, Assistant Coach at the University of
Louisville and now at the University of Minnesota. | |

Honors: 1% two years as head coach went to finals of 11™ Region;
Kentucky High School Coach of the Year in 1973; Kentucky All-Star
Assistant Coach to Jock Sutherland 1974; Kentucky Derby Festival
Coach 1974; Head Coach Kentucky All-Star 1975; Kentucky Coach of
the Year 1991; Tates Creek High School State Runner-Up in State
Tournament 1991. President of Fayette County Coaches Association
1988-89; Transylvania Pioneer Hall of Fame 2002; Kentucky
Association of Basketball Coaches 2006 Coaches Court of Honor.

Win-Loss Record 540-265 over 28 year period
25 Winning Seasons

69 All City Players

44 All State Players

8 Kentucky All Star Selections

1 Mr. Basketball

5 High School All Americans

NNk LD =

Future Plans: Work as Real Estate Appraiser; tra\fel.







WATCI—I THE BALL — Tates Creek coach Nolan Barg‘er (1eft) points out mstructwns at a!
' Commodore practice, Along with him is Tafes Creek- assistant coach W. A. West, Barger
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was recently named. fhe Commodores’ﬁ_ead coach ‘when- former mentor Loms Stout took a

nTo

post with the. KHSAA (Staff

Photo by Bill' chke ¥

‘Barger Doesn't Pla

Make Big Changes AtTC

By STUART WARNER
o Put yourselﬁ i~ Nolan
’Barger 8 posmon

-1 Less than two weeks 'acfo the
kstart of the.'upcoming’ cage

dnrmer . Transylvania .  cager
;learned--'that < he’
tpromoted from: an:
Xthe head coaching. ]ob at Tates
aCreek High School.

+ The pasition . abruptly qpened
“up when the Commodore coach
“Louis Stout’ was ‘named  an
‘assistant-to the commissioner of
the Kentucky, “High' - thool

% Athletie :Association, “in” early

h'\fl been|”

“ipoach’ said An

" |got-: som qumkness. Since - wel:

aren’t very tall, I guess - well

have to-have some speed.” .
_Degpitd the presence.of Lewis

and , Rawlings, Bargem ingisted

‘locked up? for  the
Commcdores ‘$eASOn Gperer.
“r dant want’ anybody ‘on the
team “tolthink' that he'is going
to start: nght DOW,

don't-want

any of.the. kids ‘tg feel like. they

'startmg five,
“'And-we; can't’ depend on just
two people'.’ he: added *‘-‘Tlns

' ne. has a’ tartiog]
tSEﬂSOﬁ rapidly approaching, the Fhat no: one, ha 5 g

the:youthful

haven't-got a- cshance of: startmg-

Bargef erved Eg-a

ast yea

h1_.

ritamed

Tate
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NOLAN BARGER BIO |

Nolan Malcus Barger was born on December 24, 1944 to Malcus and -Cleo
Barger. | | | _

He grew up in Scottsburg, Indiana and attended Johnson Elementary School and
Scottsburg High School. '
Nolan was active in sports He played basketball and was a pitcher on the

baseball team.
He ‘was a Boy Scout. _
"Nolan achieved scholastically and was named on the Honor Roll.

He was popular and was elected Senior Prom King. | S

Nolan graduated from High School in 1963 and was accepted to attend college at
Transylvania University on an Athletic Scholarship. He played under coaches C.M.
Newton, Lee Rose and Roland Wierwille. Nolan was known as a tenacious rebounder
and fierce competitor. :

((Newton SOT)) \N(m qu\/\/

Upon graduation in 1967, he accepted a position as a Special Education teacher at
Paris High School. It was also the site of his first- coaching position. Nolan was an
Assistant Coach under Earl Redwine,

And on August 11, 1968, Nolan married Beverly Jordan from Paris,

The next year, the young couple moved to Lexington, where Nolan accepted a-
teaching positien at Tates Creek Junior High. He was also an assistant coach under Louis
Stout at Tates Creek High School.

In 1970,. Nolan moved to Tates Creek High School to teach Drivers Education.

In November of 1971, Nolan Barger became Head Basketball Coach at Tates
Creek when Louis Stout was named a commissioner to the Kentucky High School
Athletic Association.

HIS first two teams went to the finals of the 11 region,

(1973 Team SOT))) - N 7)%%

Nolan was named Kentucky High School Coach of the Year in 1973 the same
year he a Masters Degree frorh Eastern Kentucky Umver51ty
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ven all they've hai

They've Gi

ek’s Nolan Barger said: “1 just thank my w._am_.

peers, ._..m_mm_m Cre

yoted Coach of Eo Year by
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ASSCCIATED F

Voted Coach of the Year by peers, Tates Creek’s Nolan Barger said: "1 just thank my kids. They've given all they've ha

- Barrem: County,
il Mike " Rury
ounty;. J.0: Sirang
. Hareack: :Caunbyy: Jahm

Gale Barnstdble; Manual grfon;
by 1953~ Guarge Conkey.. Ashland;, 1854
.Daimas’ Gish; Caatral City:.198% == John.Bure, “Adaie
Bl Cartae, Haath; 1987 — John: Bill:s

Y . Clark Coutty; 1959

B im-M :

In career of frustrations,
Barger pursues greater
goals than championshiy

'By BOB WHITE

Staff Writer

Nolan Barger's philosophy of coaching
is: “If winning a championship is the only
thing that motivates you, then you'd bet-
ter get out.”

Barger went through 19 seasons as
head boys’ basketball coach at Tates
Creek High School in Lexington without
winning the 1lth Region Toumament,
then hit the jackpot on his 20th try this
§eason.:

Even then, Tates Creek didn't reach its
ultimate goal, losing to defending champi-
on Fairdale 67-63 in the State Toumna-
ment final.

still, head coaches across Kentucky
have held Barger in high esteem over the
years, and now they have voted him The
Courier-Journal's Coach of the Year.

“That's the best way to get it,” Barger.
said of the selection method. “It's so nice,

but the real reason you get it is your kids.
1 just thank my kids, They've given all
they've had.”

Barger, 46, won by a landslide, receiv-

more votes, with 149 of the state's
head coaches voting. :

Hardin, whose team became the fi
win back-to-back titles in 20 years, p
second to Gary French of Elizabet!
in last year’s voting.

Despite the loss to Fairdale,
Creek enjoyed its finest season |
Barger, finishing 33-6 overall, incluc
12-) mark against Lexington teams.

The Commodores, ranked No. 11

‘Courer’s Litkenhous Ratings most ¢

season, lost to Fairdale twice, but
snapped the Bulldogs’ 25-game wi
streak with a 71-62 victory Dec. 22 |
King of the Bluegrass Tournament
“Kyle Macy (the former Univers
Kentucky star and a good frer
Barger) once told me he played or
one true team (UK's 1978 NCAA ch
on) in his career,” Barger said.
team (Tates Creek) came closest t
true meaning of team than any ['ve
The players. were so void of jea
They all have a firm faith (in God)
Barger, who was head coach ¢
Kentucky All-Stars in 1974, has a 21
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reekers’ Barger still principled,
nd he's in the Sweet 16, too

Ie long ago established himself
1¢ of the finest high school
etball coaches in Kentucky, but
18 just 72 hours ago that Nolan
er was finally suitably reward-
r his honorable efforts.

Yhen Tates Creek won the 11th
on title Saturday night in Me-
al Coliseum, earning its first

t Sixteen appearance in the
oI's 26-year history, Barger did
:ap off the bench in crazed
erance, nor did he slump back
iis seat and weep tears of joy.
e stood up, gazed at the score-
1 as if to make sure it had

d really happened after 20

, politely applauded his play-
1d then accepted hugs, hand-

VT —

Mike
Fields

Herald-Leader
sports writer

shakes and slaps on the back with
a smile, ,

Barger finally loosened up a bit
when he donned a championship
cap and t-shirt, and snipped down
the net. But. go bonkers? That’s not
Barger’s style, On the court he is an
intense man, a disciplined man, a
serious man. -

THAT’S ALL right. He's also
a helluva basketball coach. And
more important, he's a baskethail

coach who would never take a ti-
meout from his principles to win
any game or tournament title,

Oh, sure, over the years sone
players’ parents have asked Barger
to loosen his tight grip and allow
more fun to flow through his pro-
gram. But no one has ever doubted
his intentions of instiliing kids with
discipline and a good attitude on
and off the court.

His fellow coaches appreciate
that, too.

Throughout this entire season,
with Tates Creek ablaze with suc-
cess, Barger's name has come.up
often among his peers. Even right
here in his own highly competitive

Please see FIELDS, C3

- Barger got a vict

ory hug after his

team won the 11th Region. .

" Herald-Leacer/Charles Bertram

T T T




FIELDS: Barc
“trip to Sweet 16

* From Pla‘ge‘ c1o
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is well deserved™:

city, juét befare the"&istficft‘»-:tiouma- :

“swin it, I hope Nolan finally does. He
. deserves it . v ‘

* began, Louis Stout stepped dowti as
Creekers coach and Barger took :

ment, a rival coach said: “If [ ean’t

It's been a Id‘ngj time coming.
Just before the 1971-72 season

over. He was a quick study as head

" man. All he did was lead the Com-

“modores to the region finals where

they lost a close game to Bryan -

-Station and star Jack Givens.

BARGER WAS pleased to
make it that far in his inaugural
season, but he also had an inkling -
that it might not be easy to get over
the hump and into the Sweet Six- -
teen. . s

- “I thought, ‘Well, we got close

" this first year, ” he said. “But [ also

had a feeling that we probably

" needed to go ahead and get (a

" regional title} when we had the

chance.” .
The Creekers had a chance the
very next year with what Barger
considered one of his finest teams.
Bryan Station, still led by Givens,
lost only three times that season.
The Commodores inflicted all three

- losses, including a first-round”

+ knockout in the district tournament,
" But fate wasn’t on the Creekers'
side. During the season they lost
their leading scorer, Sky With, to a
knee injury. In the post-season they
lost Doug Farrell, who had taken
over as their leading scorer, to a
back injury. _
The Commodores fought their

. way to the regional finals again,

but came up short against Henry
Clay and James Lee. ‘
“Losing Sky and Doug was too’

much,” Barger said. “It'd be like
losing Darrin Horn and John Mark
Stuart off this year's team. It was
very disappointing.”

_The Creekers, even with such
talented players as Tyrone Dunn,
Dom Fuce and Vince Taylor,
wouldn’t come close again for 10
years, When they finally made it
back to the region finals in 1983,
they were up against a state cham-
pionship-bound Henry Clay team
that included Steve Miller and Jeff
Blandon. - '

* Another opportunity presented. A

itself in 1985, The city rivals were
out of the picture, but still standing

: Barger's |

Scett Co.

2l g Grers

Bailard

2:30 p.m., Wed.

Pad. Tlighn_'mn 10 a.m
Morth Hardin ) .

/ W’f e f,(,;zr)
7:30 p.m., Wed. p
Christian Co.

Jetin) (eeef)

O aad!

Ohlo Ca.
9 p.m., Wad.
Cov. Holy Cross -

Greenup Co.
T ] Yeerep G-
1 p.m., Thurs,

8 p‘.rn.

Bellry 7:20 p.m. ,6914/"

Harrison Co.

" 2:30 p.., Thurs.
[}

Bowling Green

ﬁm&’é‘l’;{af ,QT/UIW .

.é;'ﬁ/ ,%uz.ﬂ-?u'

Laurel Ca.

ever, =

THEN ALONG came a special
group of sophomores who would
eventually reward Barger with a
trip to the state tournament. Horn,
Stuart, Robhie Boone, Bill Hender-
son, Paul Burchett and Chris
('Bryan were joined the next year
by transfer Keith Willard. As se-
niors they would go 12-0 against
Lexington competition, a remark-
able achievement.

It is nobody’s imagination that
these Creekers are playing a freer, -
fooser style of basketball, and that
Barger is less strident on the side-
lines. o '

A former Commodore player
watched his alma mater warm up
vefore the regional finals marveled
about Barger's three-point offense
and pressing defense, and com-
mented how he would have loved to
have played that way a few years
ago. ,
Has Barger mellowed?

“] have not mellowed,” Barger
said. “That may be the perception,
but it's not true. I don't get up and
scream and holler as much as I
used to, but it's just that Fve found-
that's not always the most effective
means.”

[ I

Knott Co. Canl. . ’;g < 11:30a.m.
. 7:30 p.m., Thurs. %’ 1At P . )P " . . | |
Corbin oo T NXales | |
. Falrdale . 4 P ) 4
9 p.m., Thurs. . .7 |

tioning techniques, and he has be-
come more receptive to the kids'
opinions and concerns.

BUT ONE thing he hasn’t
changed is his insistence that play-
ers do things right, whethier it's
setting a pick or hitting the books.

* “The biggest thing 1 feel that
has helped us over the years is that
we've stopped assuming that kids
know the difference between a good
attitude and a bad attitude,” Barger
said. “So we try to.teach that dai-

ly." . . '
That's the bo&oﬁ line on Nolan

Barger’s coaching career. He would

_rather be remembered as a teacher
of principles than a winner of
games,
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- Jroclamation

by |

Mayor V

B Eexmgmniﬁageﬁz]ﬂrhan ('Inun"tfg Gouernment

T U Tz Whom Tise Pretonts Sl Eomes

WHEREAS,

 WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Scotty;.gaes_l?’é-

The Tates Creek High School Commodores basketball team has spent many-
hours practicing and perfecting their skills; and o ' _

This team, their parents and sporisors have dedfca_red themselves 1o a high level

. of skill and knowledge in the area of basketball: and

The Tates Creek High Sechool basketball team has a season record of 34 wins and

6 losses, posting 12 wins and no losses in.city competitions; and

The Tuates Créek High School basketball team has brought honor and recognition

10 their school ahd community by placing Jotirth in the Beach Ball Classic in
- Myrtle Beach, North Carolina, winning the King of the Bluegrass Tournament in

Tournament and the 1Ith. Regional

Tates Creek High Schaol

Under the lea:é;!"@jz}rhﬁh'z'g;:r.éf)j‘:"r‘j : _ o
oys State High School

Boys Basketball Teaim was runner-
Basketball Tournament,

VMayor of rheLexmgtonFayetre Urban County
laum Tuesday, March 19; 1991 as:.

GOVe_m_menft,', do ﬁgréb pr

TATES CREFK HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TEAM DAY

and - urge: the commupity. to. ‘congratilate them in recognition of their
achievements.... - " .

~Scotty Baesler, /Wayor
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Coach Barger not only produced an annual updated statistics book and player notebook,
but also a parent notebook.

In his letter of recommendation for Coach Barger, Kyle Macy mentioned the Tates Creek
Basketball Parent Notebook that he thought was so beneficial it should be read by every
high school coach.

Coach Barger stated in his notebook-—“In this Notebook I will attempt to explain our
philosophy of not only basketball, but also of the all important fundamentals of life. I
believe that there are three areas that are essential for us to develop as we try to become
better people every day: (1) The Physical (2) The Mental (3) The Spiritual.
Therefore, we will cover all three areas in out system of teaching our basketball
program.”

Coach Barger made and showed a parent video to the Tates Basketball parents to help
" them understand the philosophy of his program. He also asked to visit each home to
provide information and allow questions or concerns, During this visit, he presented
research information about youth sports participation, coping with fear, the power of
criticism, right and wrong attitudes, nutrition, relationship skills, effective motivation
approaches and other topics important to sports participation and life in general.

Coach Barger not only encouraged open communication with his players, he also had an
open door policy with parents and encouraged them to reach him at home if they couldn’t
come to school at the time he was available.
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Barger rea

ch_es milestone

| Creek, mclud1ng69AH-

- Fanfare, .

5 by Aaron White - \
) On December 29 in Estero Flor—

ida, Tates Creek’s boys™ basker.ba]l coach.j_
Nolan Barger reached a major milestone in o

his 28 ycar coaching career winning hlS:.
500th game agamstCapc Coral Hrgh School ,

Coach Barger
had already amassed an
impressive array of
achievementsduringhis 3
years here at Tates | 5

City players,. 44 All- 7
State players, 8 players ‘
for the Kentucky All-
Star Team, t Mr. Bas- :
ketball for the state of

- Sweel 16.
mg good kids,”

t have a record of 10-3. “They're pretty de-

: | cent,” Barger laughed. “This regron is very

tough.”

Though the region is very difficult,
Bargor has very little competition in “the
coaching community. His latest wins put
him 4th on the all-time win listin Lexington.

He is also the most winning active coachin .
~ moved, Barger accepled: the token, and

“waved to the fans. His team responded we]l

Lexington with a record of 503 -256. .
Barger first began coaching at TC
Lant rerem ssrnaba hafoars the 1071-1977 season.

Barger's succeés

Kentucky, 5 highschool Alt Amcncans and
in 1991 earning the runner-up honor in the :

“I’ve had the good fonune of hav-. .
says Barger. Luckily for -
Creck, he has had good kids, who this year

~:n'q-o-wxu‘qw‘\m

“When you get in 30 0
. 531 years of ‘teaching
"pcoplevf assume, ' tha
;" you're going’ to retire
_Butright now, T m no
. thinking that way T
eruoymg 1t as much as T ever did:”
.. Barger’s. accornphshmen - was,
recogmzed by Tates Creek’s fansin acere
mony preceding the Commodore s Jan. 25
game with Montgomery County. Durmgﬁ
the ceremony, Barger was honored by the
administrators. of Tales Creek :
He was also givena specral baske
all by the head of the High School Basket-
ball Coaches Assocratlon commemoraung
his achlcvemenf : :
Afterthe presemauon occurred an -
appremauvo crowd honored the coach with.
a prolonged . standmg ovatio..- Visibly ",

after this emotional moment, easily. defeat- L

hren i LT




In 1971, Coach Nolan Barger assumed his current position of Head
Basketball Coach. Since then, he has amassed a record that is unsurpassed in
Tates Creek history. Through Coach Barger’s leadership, Tates Creek has
developed into a program that is renowned and envied throughout Kentucky
and the United States. Some of the accomplishments during this time have
been:

23 winning seasons

69 All City Players

44 All State Players

8 Kentucky All Star Selections

1 Mr. Basketball -

5 High School All Americans

Twice Selected Kentucky “Coach of the Year”
1991 Runner Up in the State Tournament

And one wife, Beverly Barger

On December 29, 1997, in Estero, Florida Coach Barger added one more
achievement to this very impressive record. With a victory over Cape Coral
High School in the consolation game of the Pepsi Great 8 Tournament,
Coach Nolan Barger recorded his 500™ victory. On behalf of all the past and
present players, their parents, students and fans, we are happy to present
{(Cpach Nolan Barger with this commemorative game ball.
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Nolan - ..
Barger, the
intense
”‘wam: in the
- “Imaroon
suY _mnonm coat, -
~+ihas am“m:ma
~ias Tates
Creek cmm.
kethall .
coach. He
won 540
games in 28
v -lyears on

o the Com-
modores’
tsideline.

1998 FILE PHOTO

|
_
|
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HERALIDLEADER STAFF qumm

Tates Creek, and, fittingly, he left hiis

| cEEmﬂmwm_Em m_mwmgnm on his last

team. -
Hrnuw._ncaaoaowmm — not all that

nm@osm_ 'finals this past season and
‘ mmnbm& Barger's mmaﬁwﬁon for their
- “amazing success.”

coaching system churn out 540 victp-
ries over the last three decades

-After 28 years, Zo_mm mmﬁmﬁ. has -
. mumdma off as boys’ basketball coach at

big, not all that quick and not all that
talented -~ won 26 games, reached the

© - Barger may have been amazed,"
~ but anybody who has watched his

omSS. ooso:a@m as it wamm: 2&_ mBmNEm mcoom
. Y. Z_rm _..._m_nm - .. couldn’t wmﬁw dmm: surprised.

Tates Creek’s program amﬁwwoﬁma
into one of the state’s most consistent

. winners under Barger, and baskethall
fans figured the intense man-in the
“maroon sports codf would be ofr the’

sidelines for years to come.

But Barger, who quietly submitted

his resignation a couple of weeks ago

r

found himself stretched to the limit
last season while juggling his time as™
-history teacher (five classes a'day)

»

basketball coach and real estate ap-
praiser.

“ really liked everything I was do- -

ing, but it got to the point where I was
getting to bed at 1 o'clock in the mormn-

H.Em and I.was mxrmcmﬂmg,

“I just didn’t: think 1 %
through that again next s

But when he mmﬂ dow
letter of ammmmumcoz ?n._ fc

Ccult task.

“My gosh: w.ﬁm_ wmmm

-0 long, and it's been a

with me,” he said. “N
(Brent and Brad) played

-my wife (Beverly) has d¢
- program the last m%mﬁ

it was all over was tou
this was a good time to ¢
The time was right tx

Seel




News

December 8, 1999

_oach Barger retires after 32 years of sei ice at Creek
by Joni Wa%:c._mm rience,” Barger said.

Barger has taken the team to Em:.,\
‘tournaments here in Kentucky. He has also
- taken the team to tournaments in Florida and
~Japan. "The trip-to Japan' occurred in' the
-1997-1998 school year, - :Creek  played a
- ~high schoo! from Japan at a tournament in
- 1988. The Japanese team invited the Creek
" basketball team 10 trave] 31 hours to Japan -
" for a 10 day, mnn-o»,.nrm_,mm visit, nxn:&_:m
. the cost-of plane tickets. -

.Mt .was too good to- pass ‘up; 4nd

T'm m_ma we didn’t, because it was a wander-

- ful mxvo:nznw ._ wmummw said.” - : :

*- Barger will leave, in part, Umnm:mn

he _Em Swg on areal estate appraisal busi-

ness and it got, *too busy too fast,” he said.

: - Aftter retiring, he will spend all his

. time on the business. Not only will he take -

= “ireal estate Qmmmom cE :n s;: also teach'a .

-social studies. In fact, he has _.‘m:mr”tg\m_, e T _ ©" -photo By Liv sfews o

1 education and driver’s education in ad- Ocmn: wmnmm_. rmm _mma mcnnmmm?_ careersin _uon- Smn—:zw and coaching.” . m,,n_u, r, rw:ﬁ mm_,mmn ﬂﬁ: m:m:m games even

- —— p—— — . tho n

WOMHMQH”M%Q w5 he Says he enjoys his co i :.Hm_ﬁm wc._.:...... vr:@mo_urw i:r ou mmﬁwah who nﬂmoron— 9<o %wmwm‘m:. e : _mmmwmﬂnn%% w_mzm_,nmﬁn_ in the _n_n_m _._oﬂ
“I like to teach in a structurcd four Ermane.nﬁ you go,” he said: .wm:m before arriving af Oq.nnw..émm Creek S {6 come to games, m_.ﬁ : is 80 :Ed to m:&..

1ll classroom where I can keep things or- “He'says it is very important to know . assistant basketball coach for his first two o

Ewma and under control,” wﬁmnn said .ir& you believe, and if you are lazy in one - years before becoming head coach

it all up.
‘Barger stresses organization and a - area of your life, then you will more than "

. Lo Barger mma he Eo:E miss. :.n in-
] re than - .. Barger will not leave without be- teraction with the students most. No deci-
dnE_.mQ thought process most in his class. :wn_w be mmww In other areas as well. If you :ﬁ missed. Hehas a win-loss record of 540-
s‘accomplishes this by Hnmn_::m with”

, . .. .‘.m_ozrmmnﬁcmnssmanozirog_:n_mno
,Emwmaic:E..mSonnﬁnm.‘cm”wocw:w@. 260 and won Coach of the Year twice for the Barger nw the classroom, Coach wow Pat
wer point presentations and requiring that ,..."_‘.,..52559.@ than, :Wo_w, you are hard working state of .Wo:En_Q -while nomor_zm H‘rm_.n ‘E

_amsﬁmrnnwﬂ:o_d:m::oﬁvcoﬁi:—_mz.”EcE.m_.mmm..

whoﬁ:mﬁon. E:ormmvmmzmmm_mﬂma oomor
. Qonw ; e mo_. Creek, has taken over as head coach.
pers and notes in order. Through his world .- . Originally; Barger moﬁ Eﬁanmﬁa in- o 29 oz_w imm.oomn:hsm part of his

::Nm:o_._ n_mmmrmnxvmna?mmﬁcam:ano u__umm_ﬁn&mz EE_nﬂ._m«Emmou.:_wr.m:morco_..

. 1 job, but also a strong part of his family ?.cmama_.. HMM NM_,“. m_ww_%w_.mﬂw:ﬁmﬂ% ww__mmmmﬂﬂm :
. in maa:_oa o maEnQ matter, to treat - i Indiana. . He: went on to -play: for: __».an_m " His wife Beverly organized the, ;
sir peers well and to acquire a strong work “,._,amnnmw?m:_m in college.. This will be:

.Enww.:_mrmn_._oo_vmmrm:um:mnarn ,S:
- team’s basketball program every year. Both very :Enr vm Emmmnm . 00<Em8: mma

ric. He wants mEag»m to Emo:on s&ﬁ he - Barger’s first winter in 40 wmmam not E&Eﬁ * his s sons played for him, : e

iches. . ._.ca oomnm:nm vmm_ﬁ&m: ..

:Hﬂ was a woﬂ om wE EE a :mﬁ expe:

“Above the chalkboard in Coach
‘olan Barger's room is a poster: :m...mq
wrning in Africa, a gazelle wakes up. It -
10Ws it must run faster than the fastest lion
* it will be killed. Every morning a lion
akes up.. It knows it must outrun the slow- .
it mﬁm:m or it will starve to death. Tt .
»esn’t matter whether you aré a lion or a-
izelle. érnu En sun comes up, you'd bet-+
rbe running.” This is a philosophy that he
15 lived by both on the basketball court
id in the classroom. :
* .. Barger will conclude his 32- uﬁmﬂ :
zeer as a teacher and basketball coach at:.
e end of first semester.
" Barger is certified to be a w::&-. :
J and to teach special education, as well

Christianson|

reckers get hyped at peprally

_ >omao=:n 8.&5 wom_:m m =9< E.m

o i i el 8t e s




COACH NOLAN BARGER
THANKS FORTHE
MEMORIES

SURVIVAL
Every morning in Africa, a gazelle wakes up. it knows it must run faster than the fastest lion or it
will be killed. Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must outrun the slowest gazefle or it will
starve to death. It does not matter whether you are a lion or a gazelfe: when the sun comes up,
you’d better be running! - ‘ :
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THE STUDENTS, FACULTY AND
PARENTS OF

TATES CREEK HIGH

SCHOOL

- -WANT—TOSAY |
THANK YOU

T0

COACH NOLAN
BARGER
" FOR HIS YEARS OF

- DEDICATION & SERVICE TO
' TATES CREEK HIGH SCHOOL!







Leaving A Lasting Impression Players, Family

and Friends
F ch@.ah_ ,

Tates Creek |

T . Head Wmm_mmium»: Oomor
Thank You For ALl NOLAN BARGER
Who Made - | 1971 - 1999

This Day %o&&mm;ﬁ,_,..._ ,

April 15, 2000
















PLAYERS, ALUMNI, AND FRIENDS |

REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY AT A TOAST REGE

nonoRING COACH NOLAN BAR.

[ S

TATES GREEYX HIGH
SCHOOL THEATRE
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mmmmwﬂ e , ............................... Dom Fucci
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NOLAN BARGER

1969-1970 Assistant Coach
1971-1999 Head Coach (805 Games; Won 540, Lost 265)

ASSISTANT COACHES.

Don Adkins . | Rick Allen
Kristi Brinkley - Joe Covington
Kristi Cushenberry : Rick Davis
Brad Gardner Roger Newton
Nate Niemi - - Chad Rousey
Wilmer West Greg Williams
Mike Wilson Jason Woodard
- STATE. TOURNAMENT
- GE mﬁmﬁm Runner C@

UEHEOH WmO"HOZEI

1999 Winner e .wa szs.ﬁn .
Gwm Runner Cm L1991 QEEH
1992 Winner: : mem Runner Up

58 gE:ma 1983 Runner Up.
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" The Pioneer Hall of Fame was initiated in 1992 by Transylvania University’s
Alumni Office in cooperation with the Athletics Department and the Physical
Education program. The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to recognize former

" alumni athletes, coaches, and others who have made outstanding contributions

to the field of athletics. In doing so they have also brought honor to

Transylvania University.

P1oONEER HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

Marta Stone Hayne '76 . 2001 *Robert Daniel Barr 42 1997
Flizabeth C. Lucas '86 2001 Carry] M. Britt 37 1997
Jack G. Lucas '63 2001 Beven Pace Livingston '82 1997
Kim H. Rustay '71 . 2001 Albert Arch Prewitt ’57 1997
Parviz Zartoshty "85 2001 Milly Rodes 1997.
Patricia B. Deacon 2000 Patricia Hocker Riddle *72 1996
William A. Marquard 2000 William F. Reed '66 1996
Christine M. Motsch "85 - 2000 Harry S. Stephenson '46 1996
Wallace Rose '50 2000 Thomas Melville Boyd *58 1995
Charles Fred Taylor 31 2000 Philip Lee Stewart 60 1995
" James L. Hurley '69 1699 Everett Alfred Bass '72 1994
Janet L. McGregor '74 1999 Lynn Siebers Ricketts 77 1994
Patricia Alexander Nielsen '61 1999 Billy Voigt Wise '58 1994
Lewis I1. Ware 27 1999 *Margaret Walton Etam '29 1993
Ronald F. Whitsen '67 1999 Lee H. Rose '58 1993
Robert O. Buck Jr. ’68 . 1998 Bettiec Lou Duff Rullman '62 1993
Kim Siebers Cornetet 81 1998 *George H. Stopp '41 © 1993
Deanna J. Darrell *84 1998 *Ryan Thompson '25 1993
Kenneth D. Higgins Sr. 38 1998 C. M. Newton 1992

William T. Young 1998 *Alfred “Algie” M. Reece Jr. 33 1992

IN MEMORIAKL

*Alfred G. “Petey” Powell 25 1993

3

*deceased

PIONEER HALL OF FAME

INDUCTION CEREMONY
AND DINNER

Master of Ceremonies
Brian J. Austin .
Director of Athletics

Invocation
David M. Carr '81
- Carmpus Minister

Welcome, Criteria, and Recognition of Inductees
and Hall of Fame Members .
Charles L. Shearer

President

Citation, Presentation of Awards and Certificates

Inductees -+ Presented by
M. Nolan Bayger 67 : Brian Lane
Kimberly Ward Barrie 83 - Pat Deacon
Sherry D. Holley ’88 ~ Cindy Jacobelli
Donald G. Haam‘ Ron Whitson

Closing Remarks
Charles L. Shearer




Jock Sutherland’s Letter of Recommendation
Lafayette High School Basketball Head Coach

To - Selection Committee
" I was asked to nominate Nolan Barger for the KFISAA Hall of Fame---
I’m just going to say it all in a few words, because it only takes a few words to define
why he should be in this elite group of people—
Simply stated - no one could do the job of coaching high school basketball players any
better. He was on the top level of teaching the game and handling young athletes. He set
a perfectly good example of being a role model, the perfect person for any young athlete
to spend time with — and learn from. How to handle winning as well as how to handle
losing, tools we all need as adults. He is certainly on my top shelf as a person as well as
a coach---no one did it any better—

Thanks for asking,
Jock Sutherland

P.S. ,
My last season was 36-1---guess who did that. I couldn’t have lost to a better man--




TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY
Dawahares/KHSAA L A
Hail Of Fame Committee
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Ky 40505

Dear Distinguished Committee, |

‘ 1 have been asked to write a letter in support of Coach Nolan Barger’s entry into
your prestigious Dawahares/Kentucky High School Hall of Fame. Tt is with great honor
that I have been asked to do this. : :

Coach Barger was my high school basketball coach at Tates Creek High School in
the mid 1980’s. His work ethic, attention to detail and knowledge of the game of
basketball was second to none. The coaching techniques and how to deal with voung
people on a personal level that I learned from Coach Barger have been things that I have
taken with me to my current position as head basketball coach at Transylvania. Every
practice and game was a true clinic as Coach Barger enjoyed teaching the most important
parts of the game-~- the fundamentals. He stressed the importance of academics, family
and faith before we even talked about the game of basketball. However, he always
reminded us that if we were going to be good, basketball better come right behind those
three.

Few people are lucky enough to have one of the best basketball coaches in the
country working with them everyday. After a sensational high school and collegiate
career, Coach Barger chose to do what he loved. In the classroom, he was a devoted
teacher that never shortchanged his students to concentrate on athletics. Asa coach, he
worked tirelessly to make sure his team and each individual student-athlete was fully
prepared for competition. He was thorough in his preparation and was an unbelievably
skillful tactician. He took numerous teams to the regional tournament (we made it to the
finals in 1985) and advanced his Commodores to a runner-up State Championship finish.
He has also been honored with induction into the Transylvania Athletic Hall of Fame.

Coach Nolan Barger is extremely deserving of Kentucky’s highest honor and
recognition for high school student-athletes and coaches, induction into your celebrated
' 1 can give him my highest degree of recommendation.

Transylvania University

300 NORTH BROADWAY * LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 40808-1797 « {859} 233-8300 = Fax: (859) 233-8797 « WWW.TRANSY.EDU
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October 1, 2007

To Whom It May Conéem:

I am writing this letter to recommend Nolan Barger as a candidate for induction into the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hal} of Fame. 1 cannot think of anyone more deserving in the state
of Kentucky:.

I first met Coach Barger 27 years agoe while doing student teaching at Tates Creek High
School, Immediately I recognized his passion for the game of Basketball. However, this
passion was not just about winning and losing, but even more so for developing the
young men on his teams into well rounded and productive people off the court as welll
Life skills/lessons and how his team handled each, were as valuable as any win to Nolan.
While his teams may not have always had the most talent, you could always count on
them being well prepared, playing with discipline and giving 100%! That is why in spite
of the less talent, his teams consistently overachieved! Nolan, not only taught them plays
to run, but also and more importantly, taught them how to play. Coach Barger’s
influence on his teams didn’t stop there either. He continued to search, define and
develop his coaching beliefs and philosophy to the point that he not only had a handbook
for his players, but also produced a handbook for his player’s parents. I believe this
Parent handbook is so good it should be mandatory reading for every high school coach
in the state!

“T was also fortunate enough to be in business with Coach Barger by running a Basketball
Camp with him for 20 years. While camp produced many good players, one of the most
valued awards given each week was for Best Listener. This cherished title developed '
solely through the promotion and story telling of Coach Barger. I quickly learned about
Nolan’s commitment and attention to detail! No task too large or small was ever lefl .
undone. (And the majority of the time it was Nolan doing it!) Although we had no
actual contract, his handshake was as good as any written words. He is a man of honor, -
dignity and humility. ‘

Nolan also lives what he teaches. He is a committed family man, as he and his
wife/assistant coach, Beverly, have raised two sons in a loving home. He is involved in
his church, and still manages to attend numerous high school games during the season!

I could go on for pages about Nolan Barger, but I will conclude by saying Coach Nolan
Barger is the textbook model of what a Hall of Fame member should be! 1 hope you will
agree and induct him into yours.

Sincerely,

Kyle Macy




Wastern Kentucky University

Bowling Green, Kentueky
42101

wwrw,wkusports.com

Men's Basketball
Tel. 2704745-213 1
Fax 270‘745-5051

September 28,2007

Dawahares / KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

7280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Members of the Hall of Fame Screening Comﬁlittee:

Coach Nolan Barger has had a huge influence on Me, not only as, a player, but as
an individual. 1 can unequivocally write that Coach Barger is a big reason for
. where I am today- He was a true educator in every sense of the word, and much
of my cor¢ coaching philosophy is based on what 1 learned from Coach Barger:
Our current graduation rate at WKU 18 100%, in large part due to Coach Barger's:
emphasis on academics and developing the whole persor He taught me and my
teammates to be 0ur best in everything, not just basketball, and that is something i
strive to pass on 1o my players as well. S

Coach Barger always put others before hirself. His goal for his players was our
Jevelopment and growth, both on and off the court. He was not concerned with.
his own win total Of individual glory, and yet his mumber of victories
demonstrates his qualifications as 2 coach. '

When you considerthe many coaching accomplishments of Nolan Barger during
his 28 year career at Tates Creek High School, he seems an obvious choice for the
Hall of Fame. However, 1t is his character that truly makes Coach Barger
deserving of this honot. -

Sincerely,

2l —

arrin Horn
Head Coach

"4 AfOR & Tearnaments ‘-

1605 Avenue of Ehampinns



, Wayne B. Smith
278 Hill-N-Dale Road  Lexington, KY 40503 e Phone (859) 277-2453

October 17, 2007 -

To Whom It May Concern;

I am a retired minister having served “The Nolan Barger” family 14 years.
The Barger’s are fantastic parents raising 2 sons. One is a CPA and the
other a minister. “Fruit doesn’t fall far from the tree.” We teach what we
know, we reproduce what we are. Nolan has made himself available for
tasks in Church Leadership and welcomes responsibilities. Nolan was a
great basketball player in his hometown of Scottsburg, Indiana. Following
High School, he accepted a basketball scholarship to Transylvania
University in Lexington, Kentucky, where he was a standout. After college
he accepted a position with the Fayette County School System in Lexington,
Kentucky, as Assistant Basketball Coach at Tates Creek High School. Two
years later he was elevated to Head Coach where he served a total of 31
years. When he retired he left many memories and a building named for
him, “The Noland Barger Gymnasium.”

Nolan was never shrouded in mediocrity. His associates knew what he
believed, where he stood. His convictions were transparent. Nolan was and
still is a success by any measuring device. Fulfillment of his dreams became.
a reality because he was energetic enough to work for it, brave enough to
seize it and strong enough to claim it. I believe Nolan’s philosophy of life
can be explained in 16 words:

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” This
World would be a better place if we had more Nolan’s.

Wayne B. Smith




The Coach’

T am not a poet

Nor do I claim to be.

1 want to tellyou S
What this deacon means to me.

Last night as I was sleeping
T had a dream 8o fair.

T dreamed I stood in Heaven
With all God’s children there.

There I saw @ coach *

Who played in days gone by. -
Barger was his name R

For the Commodores he would die.

The God addressed the coaches.
He called them all by name. =
He said 1t was induction time
Into the Hall of Fame.

God in all His splendor

Called Barger by name.

Nolan, you’'re first o be inducted.
Into our Hall of Fame.

Coach Barger’s voice was somber.

He said “Thanks” to the Lord above.

«’m first to be inducted

Because Tates Creek was my love.”.  ' _

By Wayne B. Smith o o
Nolan’s minister for many years at
gouthiand Christian Church = .

s Hall of Fame




Warren Featherston’s Letter of Recommendation
Tates Creek High Principal

To: Hall of Fame Committee
Kentucky High School Athletic Association

It is my pleasure to nominate Nolan Barger to the Dawahare Basketball Hall of Fame.

As principal of Tates Creek High in the early 70°s, 1 had the good fortune of selecting
Nolan for the Basketball Head Coach. 1 had observed Nolan as an assistant coach and
was impressed with his character. I consulted others regarding his knowledge of the game
and received positive comments.

Nolan proved to be everything one could hope for. His strong leadership in teaching
young men and his intense work habits in skill building with his teams came to fruition
with many great teams.

Many of Nolan’s former ball players are now coaches in our Commonwealth.

A few times I traveled with Nolan’s teams to out of town games. I remember well, a trip
to Bell County to play two teams there. When I discovered that the two officials were the
Butcher Brothers, I said, “Don’t you think we should go home?” — We won both games.
On another occasion the team members were required to stand at attention by their motel
doors for inspection before going to dinner and no words were to be spoken during the
meal. T thought [ was back in the military service. Obviously, Mr. Barger had high
expectations for his teams.

Nolan has always been a gentleman in dealing with teams, parents and our faculty at
Tates Creek Senior High.

In retirement, Nolan, once again, has demonstrated‘success in a totally different vocation.

Nolan has a wonderful wife and family, another example being a good husband and
father. Nolan is active in his church, holding many leadership roles.

Of all the administrative decisions I ever made in my thirteen years at Tates Creek,
selecting Nolan as our coach was the best. '

Respectfully,
Warren Featherston
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Naralie 5. Wilson
C. Timothy Cone
Joseph H, Miller
William W, Allen
Guy M. Graves

- - Walter R, Morris, Jr.

John T. Hamilton
Linda W, Covington
Jeffrey R, Walker =
Elizabeth 5. Hpghés
Stephen F. Stoltz

Lori B. Shelburne
Samuel G, Carneal
Huston B. Combs
Nora A. Koffman

William B, Gess
(1606-1585)

~ John G. Atchison, Jr.

(19242002}
Jack E Mattingly
(1921-2006}

Special Counsel:
James E. Keller

Of Counsel:

William R. Billiard, jr.

Charles G. Wylie

GESS MATTINGLY ¢ ATCHISON, psc.

A TRADITION 7[' EXCELLENCE

October 18, 2007

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Re: ;p'awaharésJKHsAA Hall of Fame Nomination =~ - . |
To Whom It May Concern: |

| am writing to support the nomination of former Tates’ Creek Coach Nolan_?.f‘ :
Barger for the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

positive difference that he made in the lives of many young men who played forhim, -~
Accordingly, | feel qualified to convey the reasons why | believe Nolan should be. '
considered for induction into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.. -

A brief synopsis of Nolan’s record as a coach in a highly compet:tlve' |
basketball school district quickly reveals his ability as a coach. He won more than

500 games; he had 23 winning season; he was twice selected Kentucky “Coach of';-:-_' E
the Year,” and his team was 1991 Runner-up in the State Tournament.. ‘Nolan
developed many young men into outstanding basketball players, e.g., 65 AII Cltyf -

Players; 36 All-State Players; 6 Kentucky All-Stars, and 4 High School- AII-'"
Ammericans. Many of his former playérs are now in the coacmng ranks. - ,

But more important to Nolan than developmg outstanding basketball paners'} :
was his goal was to develop his players into outstanding young men. Leadershlp_" ‘
always comes from the top, and Nolan provided the leadership for his players by the -
high standards that he set for himself. He never demanded: more of his players
than he demanded of himself, and his players knew this, Many of his former
players are now doctors, lawyers, bankers, ministers, and other professionals.. They__';
respected members of their communities. Nolan is Justlflably proud that he may
have helped shape their lives. . . bt

Nolan cared about his players as ind ividuals w_he_n they played for him and he
still cares today about his former players, staying in touch with many of them. One

201 West Short Street Léxington, Kentucky 40507
tel 859-252-9000 . fax 859-233-4269 . web www.gmalaw.com

It is my honor to express my -
thoughts about Nolan, whom | regard not only as an excellent coach; but more],".
important, an outstanding person. | have known Nolan for more than 30 years: - He "
was a neighbor that became a close friend. | enjoyed watching Nolan’s teams p!ay-"[ -
during his tenure as basketball coach at Tates Creek, and | withessed firsthand the -,



“ayette County Public Schools

1 East Main Straet, Lekingtun, Kentucky 40502 - (359) 381-4100 - www.fcps.nat

“Tes About Kids®
To Whom It May Concern:

This is a letter in support of the nomination of Nolan Barger to the Dawahare’s Kentucky
High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame. From 1975-1995, T had the privilege of
sitting next to Coach Barger during the majority of his coaching career. During his
twenty-eight years of coaching, he won 540 games and lost 265 with numerous District
Championships, one Regional Championship and one State Runner-Up distinction.
Players accomplished All City Honors 69 times, All State Honors 44 times, 8 Kentucky-
Indiana All Star Selections, 1 Mr. Basketball and 5 High School All Americans. He was
selected Coach of the Kentucky team in the Kentucky-Indiana All Stars and Head Coach
at the Kentucky Derby Festival Classic. Nolan received the honor of Kentucky High
School Basketball Coach of the Year twice. Many of his former players have gone on io
become head coaches and assistants at the high school, college and professional levels.

Not only was Coach Barger an outstanding coach, but a role model for the young people
in the Tates Creek Community during his 28 years of service. His organizational skills
and detail to fundamentals were the two things that helped define him as an outstanding
coach and mentor for me and others in the profession. In 2001 after winning the Regional
Tournament, it was Nolan that I turned to for advice and support. Through out the State
Tournament that year, I could always count on Nolan’s phone calls and presence in the
stands to advise, encourage and congratulate me after each game.

His teachings, friendship and countless tife lessons he taught me have formed the person
and coach I am today. I am grateful to have been tis assistant and friend for all these

years, so it is with great pride I support his nomination for induction into the Dawahare’s

Kentucky High School Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,
" e o

Director of Athletics
Fayette County Schools

An equal opportunity school district

Rnard of Fdneations Tarre Conner. Chair Reckv Sagan, Vice Chair  John Price Melissa Bacon  Amanda Ferguson
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story typifies Nolan’s concern for his former players. A former player's father died
and they were having the funeral services in another state. Nolan only learned of
the funera! shortly before it was scheduled. Yet, he immediately rearranged his

schedule so that he could drive several hundred miles each way to be there. Itwas

not a question with Nolan of whether he would attend the funeral, but rather whether

he could make it in tfime. He did attend and he was there for his former player and

his family. That's Nolan Barger

~~ Nolan spent many an evening at his personal expense transporting players
who-would not have otherwise been able to participate in extracurricular activities at
Tates Creek. He did this so that these young men would have a chance to
participate. The basketball skills level of a player was not a consideration to Nolan.

This leads me to my final point. The team star player was treated the same as the
last player on the team. No one received any special treatment from Nolan. The -

team rules applied to everyone. This was to prepare his players for life after
basketball. They will tell you today that they benefited from the values and rules set
by Coach Barger.

| sincerely believe that Coach Nolan Barger should be honored in recognition
of his contributions to interscholastic sports in Kentucky by his introduction into
- Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. To do.so, will be a tribute to those 1nductees who
have preceded him and those who will follow.

Sincerely, -
Justice James E. Keller (Ret.)
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Al Prewitt quoted in the Herald Leader :
Henry Clay High Basketball Coach/KHSAA Hall of Fame
December 31, 1997 '

“T found out quick that if you were going to beat Nolan’s teams, you had to get to
work early and stay late.” said Prewitt, who knocked heads with Barger for almost 20
years. “You knew Tates Creek would be prepared when they hit the floor, even when
they weren’t all that talented.

“That was Nolan’s strength. He could take a bunch of lesser-lights and make a good
team out of them. And when he had real good players, he made them a great them.”
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March 4, 2008

Ms. Donna B. Hawkins
136 Applecreek Lane
Georgetown, KY 40324
Dear Ms. Hawkins:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence regarding the
nomination of Nolan Barger for the 2009 Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame Class. His
nomination will be reviewed at the April 16, 2007 Screening Committee.

Feel free to contact Butch Cope or Marilyn Mitchell, on our staff, for further
information. Thank you for your letter.

Sincerely,

Brigid L. DeVries
Cormmissioner

BD:dk

c:  Butch Cope
\\} Marilyn Mitchell



AR - g 2008

February 28, 2008

Brigid L.. DeVries, Commissioner
KHSAA

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Dear Commissioner DeVries,

When selecting the 2009 Dawahare’s Hall of Fame Inductees this year, please
consider nominee Nolan Barger, retired Head Coach of Tates Creek High School
Basketball for 28 years. Ithink you will be impressed with his contribution to Kentucky
High School Athletics through basketball. A group of highly respected and
knowledgeable people have written letters of support for his induction and have glven
testimony about Coach Barger as an outstanding coach, a serious educator, a great
teacher in preparing young people for life in general, and a person who still stands as a
role model.

Ina WKYT interview last week, Western Kentucky Head Basketball Coach
Darrin Horn stated that Coach Barger had been the most influential person in his
coaching career and it is clear that there are similar perceptions held by many people.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i B, Haolns

Donna B. Hawkins
Professor/Volleyball Coach, retired
Georgetown College

¢: Screening Commitiee
KHSAA Board of Control
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March 6, 2008

Justice James E. Keller (Ret.)
Gess, Mattingly & Atchison, P.S.C.
201 West Short Street

Lexington, KY 40507

Dear Justice Keller:
This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence regarding the
nomination of Nolan Barger for the 2009 Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame Class. His

nomination will be reviewed at the April 16, 2007 Screening Commitiee.

Feel free fo contact Butch Cope or Marilyn Mitchell, on our staff, for further

information. Thank you for your letter.
Sincerely,

Brigid L. DeVries
Commissioner

BD:dk

xc;  Butch Cope
. Marilyn Mitchell



Natalie 5. Wilson
C. Timothy Cone
Joseph H. Miller
William W. Allen
Guy M. Graves
Walter R. Morris, Jr.
John T. Hamilton
Jeffrey R. Walker
Elizabeth S, Hughes
Stephen F. Stoltz
Lori B. Shelburne
Samuel G. Carneal
Huston B. Combs
Nora A. Koffman
Eleanor M. Blackey

William B, Gess
(1906-1983)

Jehn G. Artchison, Jr,
{1924-2002}

Jack E Mattingly
(1921-2006)

Special Counsel:
James E. Keller

Of Counsel:
William R. Hilliard, Jr.
Charles G. Wylie

G

M
A
U .

GESS MATTINGLY ¢ ATCHISON, Es.c. WAR < 5 oo

. " LU
A TRADITION ## EXCELLENCE :

March 4, 2008

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Re: Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame Nomination

To Whom [t May Concern:

| am writing o support the nomination of former Tates Creek Coach Nolan
Barger for the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. It is my honor to express my
thoughts about Nolan, whom [ regard not only as an excelient coach, but more
important, as an outstanding person. | have known Nolan for more than 30 years.
He was a neighbor that became a close friend. | enjoyed watching Nolan's teams
play during his tenure as basketball coach at Tates Creek, and | witnessed firsthand
the positive difference that he made in the lives of many young men who played for
him. Accordingly, | feel qualified to convey the reasons why | believe Noian should
be considered for induction into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

A brief synopsis of Nolan’s record as a coach in a highly competitive
basketball school district quickly reveals his ability as a coach. He won more than
500 games; he had 23 winning season; he was twice selected Kentucky's “Coach of
the Year,” and his team was 1991 Runner-up in the State Tournament. Nolan
developed many young men into outstanding basketball players, e.g., 65 All-City
Players; 36 All-State Players; 6 Kentucky All-Stars, and 4 High School All-
Americans. Many of his former players are now in the coaching ranks.

But more important to Nolan than developing outstanding basketball players
was his goal to develop his players into outstanding young men. Leadership always
comes from the top, and Nolan provided the leadership for his players by the high
standards that he set for himself. He never demanded more of his players than he
demanded of himself, and his players knew this. Many of his former players are
now doctors, lawyers, bankers, ministers, and other professionals. They are
respected members of their communities. Nolan is justifiably proud that he helped
in shaping their lives.

Nolan cared about his players as individuals when they played for him and he
still cares today about his former players, staying in touch with many of them. One

201 West Short Street Lexington, Kentucky 40507
tel 858-252-9000 « fax 859-233-4269 « web www.gmalaw.com
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story typifies Nolan’s concern for his former players. A former player's father died
and they were having the funeral services in another state. Noian only learned of
the funeral shortly before it was scheduled. Yet, he immediately rearranged his
schedule so that he could drive several hundred miles each way to be there. Itwas
not a question with Nolan of whether he would attend the funeral, but rather whether
he could make it in time. He did attend and he was there for his former player and
his family. That's Nolan Barger.

Nolan spent many an evening at his personal expense transporting players -
who would not have otherwise been able to participate in extracurricular activities at
Tates Creek. He did this so that these young men would have a chance to
participate. The basketball skills level of a player was not a consideration to Nolan.
This leads me to my final point.  The team star player was treated the same as the
least talented player on the team. No one received any special treatment from
Nolan. The team rules applied equally to everyone. This was to prepare his players -
for life after basketball. They will tell you today that they benefited from the values
and rules set by Coach Barger.

| sincerely believe that Coach Nolan Barger should be honored in recognition
of his contributions to interscholastic sports in Kentucky by his introduction into
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. To do so, will be a tribute to those inductees who
have preceded him and those who will follow.

Justice James E. Keller (Ret.)

WJEK
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