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PERRY COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
305 Park Avenue
Hazard, Kentucky 41701
Phone: (606) 439-5888 - Fax: (606) 439-2825

Qctober 27, 2008
To Whorn 1t May Concern:

1 am writing in regards to Cokie Cox, 1had the opportunity as a young man to play
against teams that were coached by Cokie at Hazard High School. My freshman and
sophomore years at M.C. Napier High School, I played on the Varsity Basketball team.
Cokie was the Head Basketball Coach at our cross-town rival, Hazard High School. My
tearn played against his team in the regular season and the District Tournament in both
these years, Cokie’s teams were always well prepared for and exhibited great
sportsmanship in every gare they played. One of the things that I remember the most
ahout playing Cokie’s team was the amount of respect he gave the visiting team both
hefore and after the game.

In my opinion, one of Cokie's great accomplishments has being in being an advocate for
all Eastern Kentucky High School Athietes. He is not only supportive of his alma mater,
Hazard High School, but of all the other area high school sports programs. For exarple,
since [ have been principal at Perry County Central High School he has helped several of
our sports programs by supporting our less fortunate athletes. When you get to know
Cokie you realize that he has a soft spot in his heart for the less fortunatc athlete because
he was one of those less fortunate athletes growing up and sports were his avenue to
success.

I am honored that my friend, Cokie Cox, thinks enough of me to ask for my support in
this matter. Iam honored to have the opportunity to recommend Cokie Cox to the Hall of
Fame.

Stncerely,

Cgﬂﬁc:t A 2ok

Estill Neace

Principal

Athletic Director

Perry County Central High School

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/F/D/
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Colin “Cokie” Cox was born January 9, 1942 in Neon, KY. He
moved to Hazard with his family in December 1953.

His athletic career began when he was in eighth grade in 1956. He
was a member of the high school baseball team and was on the junior varsity
basketball team as an eight grader.

During his high school career he earned 14 varsity letters: three in
football, three in basketball, four in track and four in baseball.

Cokie was a three year starter on the football team, playing center at
160 pounds. He also played corner back on defense. He was selected to the
All Conference team, EKMC, his junior and senior year. He was also
selected to the Courier Journal All State team his junior and senior years.

His high school football team was undefeated his senior year, making
the playoffs the first two years of the playoff system. They were regional
winners in 1959 and 1960. This was before the class system was formed.
During the 1960 season the Bulldog defense only had three touchdowns
scored on them the entire regular season, they shut out the teams in all their
other victories.

Cokie was also a member of the Kentucky All Stars that defeated the
West Virginia All Stars for the first time, in 1961.

Cokie was a starter on the basketball team his junior and senior years.
The team won the district tournament his senior year. He was selected to the
All Conference team his junior and senior years.

Cokie went on to play basketball at Lees Junior College. His team
lost to the Mobily Missouri by four points in the NCAA Regional finals.
Mobily won the National Junior College Championship that year.

He started for the baseball team all four years of high school. They
were the regional runners up their senior year.

He was a member of the track team all four years also. They were
regional runners up his junior year, and won the region their senior year.
Cokie won regional titles in the mile, the half mile, and the 110 hurdles three
years in a row, and took part in the state track meet each of those three years.



His senior year he won the qualifying heat in the half mile. Again, this
competition was before the state was divided into classes.

Cokie returned to Hazard after college graduation, and started his
coaching career in 1967 at Hazard High School. He was an assistant coach
for football and basketball, and head track coach. As an assistant three
Hazard basketball teams won the region and advanced to the state
tournament. They were also regional runner ups three years while Cokie
was coaching. He also coached the football team in a district playoff game
as an assistant.

In 1968 Cokie formed a track team for the girls. This was the first
girl’s athletic team at Hazard High School since the 1930’s.

In 1977 he was appointed head football coach. His team won the
district in 1980. He coached several players who won all state honors, and
some who went on to play college football. One of his former players had a
tryout with the Denver Broncos of the NFL.

In 1981 he was appointed head basketball coach.

Cokie’s track teams also had great success through the years., Every
year he took several boys and girls to compete in the state track meet.

In 1975 Hazard built a new school and a new track. The KHSAA
assigned Hazard as a regional track site, and Cokie was appointed regional
track manager. He served in this capacity until he retired in 1983 to take
over a family business.

Cokie also refereed high school football and basketball for several
years. During the 17 years Cokie served as a coach at Hazard High School
he also helped run the Bitty League and Little League basketball programs
for elementary school children. He also worked with the Little League
Football program for those years.
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Frank D. Monpiardo, M.D.. BS.C.

October 29, 2008
Kentucky High 8chool Athletic Association

To Whom It May Coneern:

[ am writing to give my enthusiastic endorsement of Colin Cox for the Kentucky High
School Athletic Hall of Fame. Coach Cox was my track coach when T attended Hazard
High School from 1974 — 1978. Not only was he a great coach, winning many meets and
championships, he was a mentor to many student athletes, Under his leadership, T won
the region in the long and triple jump.

Hig hard work and coaching abilities helped mold me into the person I am today. He
made all of us believe we could achieve great things both on the track and in life. It
would be a great honor for iny commurity und ulma meter if Coach Cox were to be
recognized for his great achievements, It is an honor he truly deserves.

208 Madtizat Canter Ty, Suite 2N Hagzard, Ky, 41701 606/439-4466 Fax: 606/439-1541
email: drmopgiardo@drmongiardo,com URL: www.drmaongiardo.com
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CITY OF JENKINS

0. CHARLES DIXON
MAYOR

853 LAKESIDE DRIVE
PO BOX 588
JENKING, KY MB37

Tr sphone G06-BA2-2142
Far B08-832-2362
© 0D # 148002472610

TO: KHS8AA
FROM: 0. Charies Dixon, Mayor
DATE. 10/23/08

SUBJECT: Dawahare's Hall Of Fame

| am writing conceming Caivin "Cokle” Cox. | can fully recomme d Colin to the
Dawahare's Hell of Fame.

| became acquaintad with Colin a3 & fong time track and cross o untry coach at Jenkins
Migh School,

Jenkins had a partial tack that many of the local schools compet id on, Hazard was
one of them. Colin always had a very compatitive taam. One of the str ngths of his time was
speed, Another positive thing about Colir's team was that there was al /ays good discipline.
This is certainly in contrast to many of the athietes today.

Highway 15 was being rebuilt and the Hazard team had to trave through this
construction to get to Jenkins. In those days coaches took cars to fran! port thelr team. | can
remember Colin saying that he wae destroying his caf going to track me ais.

Aftar several years Hazard was able to get a track. Because of his, the regional track -
meat was held at their faclity, One of the things about & regional track meet at Hazard was
that they were always run In a manner that benefitted all compatitors. | ecause of Colin’s
afforis, the Jenking team was assured that those who deserved it qualll ed for the state track
maet.

In thinking back over my years as & coach | remember that Colii was always falr with
all teams, and always made you feal walcoma to Hazand,

| can not think of anyone who deserves this award more than C flin “Cokie” Cox. |
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PINEVILLE, KENTUCKY 40877
Telephone 806-357-706
Fax No. 806-337-0867

Suean Brook Jeif Saylor Torn Graer
Assigtant Pringlpal Pringipst Asgistant Pringips!

October 20, 2008

To Whom It May Concern

! am writing this letter in regards to Cokie Cox. Cokie and I have been friends and
colleagues for 34 years,

three or four times. Coach Cox always had bis teams well prepared and they were very
well coached. He also did some basketball coaching and his basketbail teatns were

I am honored 1o have the opportunity to recommend Coach Cokie Cox to the Hall of
Fame.

Sincerely

Kuctig Wi

Coach Dudley Hilton
Head Football Coach
Bell County High School

PARGEE
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