Members of the Hall of Fame Selection Committee:

Ralph Davis Jr. was a 1956 graduate of Lewis Co. High School who scored more than 1,800 peints during
his high school career. His career has been a well kept secret and gone unnoticed for many years not
only in northeastern Kentucky but throughout the state.

Ralph was an all district and all conference performer for three consecutive years. In 1956 he averaged
26.4 points per game and 18 rebounds per game. He was also named second team all state in 1956 by
the Courier Journal. This happening in Vanceburg Kentucky at a time in which there was very little
communication with other parts of the state. Also at that time it was very difficult to travel to and from
this remote area of Kentucky.

Ralph went on to a great college career at the University of Cincinnati where he was the running mate of
the great Oscar Robertson, He was later drafted by the Cincinnati Royals in the 1960 NBA draft. Ralph
was forced to retire due to injuries before the 1962 season. During his NBA career he played in 150
games and scored 1,195 points. He was inducted into the Greater Cincinnati Basketball Hall of Fame in
1988.

On Friday Night December 117 2010 Ralph Davis Jr. will become the first athlete in the history of Lewis
County sports to have his jersey retired. As Athletic Director at Lewis County High School, | would like
to request that the Hall of Fame Screening Committee and the Hall of Fame Selection Committee of the
KHSAA recognize this hidden treasure to all parts of this commonwealth. Please accept this nomination
and give it the utmost consideration.

Jimmy Lykins

.

Athletic Director Lewis County Schools



Ralph Davis Jr., a 1956 graduate of Lewis County High School, scored 1810 points during his high school
career. He scored 30 or more points 11 times and tallied a high of 41 points in one game. In 1956, he
averaged 26.4 points per game and 18 rebounds per game. His junior year he averaged 21.3 points per
game and 17 points per game as a sophomore. He was all district for three year consecutive years, all
conference {(EKC/LRVC) for three consecutive years, named second team all state 1956 by the Courier
Journal, selected to the Ky, East-West All Star game in Memorial Coliseum in 1956, selected to play for
the KY All Stars vs. West Va and Ohio All Star squad. Ralph also graduated as an honor student from high
school and college.

Ralph earned a four-year baskethall scholarship to the University of Cincinnati. During his collegiate
career from 1958-1960, the UC Bearcats won 79 games while losing only 9 in the three seasons. Along
with the great Oscar Robertson, he played in two final four games in the NCAA basketball tournament.
In 1960, he was selecied as an All American by a vote of his teammates. He was honorable mention All
American twice, selected All Missouri Valley Conference three years. He was also the first UC guard to
score more than 1,000 points. Ralph was voted as the outstanding player in the East/Waest Collage All
Star game in Madison Square Garden, a game that featured Jerry West, Lenny Wilkins, and Qscar
Roberson as the other starfing guards,

Ralph was drafted by the Cincinnati Royals as the 17" pick in the 1960 NBA draft. After one season with
the Royals, he was chosen by the Chicago Packers in the expansion draft where he was a starter and
played in 77 games averaging 10.4 points per game. He was traded to the St. Louis Hawks in 1962 but
was forced to retire due to injuries following the exhibition season, During his NBA career, he played in
150 games and scored 1,195 points.

During his basketball career, Ralph played a basketball game in 48 states. He was presented a key to the
city of Vanceburg by the Mayor, William Sullivan, in 1960. He was inducted into the Greater Cincinnati
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1988.

Ralph was the only child of Ralph Emerson Davis Sr. and Anna Plummer Davis of Vanceburg, KY.
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-20th t’To]lesboro
TOLLESBURO Ky — Vance-
byrg" High - School . came from be-
hittd in-the fourth .quarter to score
a hard-sarned 5854 victory over
arch-rival Tollesbore High here
Firday night, It was Vanceburg's
20th - vietory~.of the season and
their seventh. straight. . :

- Paul Jordsr took scormg honors:
|dor Vanceburg with 25 paints while
Relph Davisi- % ¢
backboards, and Jake Riedinger
tied for second with . it matkers
#ach. Bob Baile was tops for Toles-
Bore with 20 peints.

Tollesboro won the reserve game,
54-50 as IackRoe tossed in 23
points.’ Ken Sapp ‘had 17 fur ‘the
losers. Vanceburg will now’ “get
ready for'the district’ tnurnament '
which” will be played: at Hitchins. |

P Vn.nuehnrg.-—ss
1. 'Kennard 2.2:6; Pack, 0

In Finals Game =
ASHLAND, Ky. — I'll be de-
fending champ Qlive Hill acd new-
"comer Vsncebmg in " the: chame-
: tonight in the East-
ern Kentﬂcky Con!erence taurﬂa-
ment.

Vanceburg moved into the I:ma]s
Fﬁd&.‘i’ night with & 8564 victory
fover -Ashkland Holy . Family &b
Ralph Davis” scored 41’ paims for
@ ‘school regord, (Ol
the champmnship game wz

——

% Paul Jord,an was the plsyer who
put the Liohs:over the humnp, How-
ever, Jordan seored two foul shof:s

23 seconds left in the gamie, Hely
Family got the Ball, but conldn’t |

B, Bane, 7-6-20; A, Bane, b
Wills, 2-5-65 Elll 1.2-4; Bryant, 2
Hendersnn, :

get a’ shot. _

Fancebuy — 55
emurd, 2-0-4; -Pack,
15-13-»4 H m‘d

Dlstrmt Meet

i

HITCI-I!NS Kia. < ofvk Hil and
Grayson wa]E ciash here tumght
1in the chaI.EDanshlp ruund ‘of “the!
163rd - sttru:t basketbail touma-
ment.. E v
Oliv_e Hit[‘ru‘_ﬂed inte 'the_;cham-
pinnshjp bracket. by eutscoring
Vancebarg High, 7058, here Fri-
day . mght in'a game. ‘that was won
dt the foul ‘hne
g Each team had 23 ﬁeId goals. bt
Qiive Hill ‘connected 24 tmes af
the: foul line while Vaheeburg had
only 12 charity ' tusses for the 12—
point vlctnry margin. -
.. Don Green took scoring honors
for- Olive EGH with 24 points on
eight field goals.and eight free
throws while Jim Knitt came in
isecond’ wih 14 markers.
" Ralph Davis, Vancebmgs b.ne
pivot man, led the Lions' attack.
with.’25 markers on 12 field:
goals ‘and a charity toss while,
Jorden added 14 markers and
Hamilion eontributed eight.
" Olive Hill had a parrow 1413
lead @t the first stop Butb pushed
it to 32-22 at halftime, Vaneeburg
picked up fwo points in the third
period .but Olive Hill exploded for
29 points in the . final quarfer to
w&n going away,

' -Yansehurgy —

Kennard 1-1-3; Pack, 1-02 ‘Hamil-

2.4-8; Davis, 13125 Jordan,

E 2 14 Stages, 0-2.2; Riedinger, #1-1¢
Sapiﬁu 1-1-% sive

Hill — T0
Knit, ‘6-2-14; Penson, 1-8.2; B‘arker
p-2-2; Greene, B8-8-24; Peters, 1245 3
Lewis, 3-4-10; Pope, ::-o-s Jsex, 168
Vanceburg

VANCEBU‘BG.. Ky, - :
burg High_School. Jumpedmfp ‘an
eztly lead and then kapt gomg ta
outscors McKell High '68-50, here’
Friday fight as | the “Ligrs - cap-
tured the-u' "18th wd:ury zn 24

stz;rts

Coach: S'hel"by Lmvﬂie's charges
grabbed a 92:1% lead dver the visit-
ing ‘Bulidogs ang pushed e mir-
gin' to 16 points”at ha¥time, 39-23.
Vanteburg ‘ointscored - the - McRell
five in the second h.alt for a 12—
point - vietory. - .
Ralph Davis, Vancebu.rgs ﬁne
center, 1ed the Lions" attack with
16 “field - goals “#nd - three; free!
throws for 35 pomts while - Jake
Rxedmger came " in _second. with|
12 pumts and’ -he’ also set " up’
| several scnrmg plays w1t11 his
,ﬂuor werk. -
4 Joe Webb kept 'McKell m ‘the
gane with 27 poins on 10 fielders
[and seven charity tfosses.” Paul
Eradley came in second. with 18
markers but these two boys didn’t
get . encugh help te Dutscore the
Lmns. o
Vance’nurg also Won the _re-'
serve garne, 1335, as | Ken .Sapp
tpssed in 12 points. Albert ‘.Bradiey
had 10 for McKell.
. Vanceburg plays ' hust. tu More-_
ihead next ' Thursday. night and
winds up the season Friday ‘night
st Tollesboro. McKell plays at
Russell Tuesday night in. the last

game of the reg-ular seascl. i
el — 50 -
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