10/12/04

To Hall of Fame Committee:

This is a letter of support and recommendation for Tom Finnegan (Flaget High School,
1960) to be inducted into Dawahare’s Kentucky High School Basketball Hall of Fame.

I am aware that there are various categories of qualification, and Tom had an illustrious
career as both a player and coach. He riot only led the 1960 Flaget team to the state championship
as a player, but also later coached three Moore HS teams to the state tourney, two of them to the
final four.

It is as a player that I promote his induction. He was probably the best shooter I ever
coached in a 42 year career, possessing an unguardable fall away jumper and shooting a career
48% from the field as a marked man by all opposing defenses. He led all Louisville scorers as a
junior with a 21 point average and was second as a senior with a 20+ average. In his high school
career, he totaled 1300 pts. He was all-city twice, all region twice, all LIT twice, first team all-
state as a senior and played on the 1960 Kentucky All-Star team. He also went on to a fine
college career, playing two years at Notre Dame and starting for two years at the University of
Louisville.

Tom is additionally a Hall of Fame person. He has always been deeply religious, owner
of a strong faith, which inspired and gave confidence to those around him. His confidence as a
player was contagious on our teams, making other players believe. He had a great work ethic,
enthusiasm, and love for the game both as a player and a coach. He has contributed much to the
game and the many people with whom he has come in contact.

There are certainly many outstanding players in the Hall, but Tom’s achievements seem
comparable and worthy of attention.

Sincerely,
A - .
\Tén Morris
Coach - Flaget HS
1958-1963
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Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

October 26, 2004

Dear KHSAA Hall of Fame Committee,

1 am writing this letter is support of Thomas Finnegan’s nomination for inclusion into
the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame. Jim Morris, his coach at Flaget High School
in Louisville, Kentucky, has placed Tom’s name in nomination, Tom and I were both
classmates and teammates at Flaget High School and members of the 1960 Kentucky
High School Championship tearn. Tom was selected by the coaching staff and fellow
tearmmnates to serve as co-captain of our team.

I am in total support of Tom’s nomination not only because of his basketball
accomplishments at Flaget and the University of Louisville, but also because of
Tom’s character and his dedication to making a difference in the lives of others.
Tom’s athletic accomplishments include:

e High School starter his junior and senior years at Flaget

Co-captain of 1960 state championship team

Leading scorer on Flaget's 1960 State Championship team

All State Team, 1960

Plus numerous high school records as documented in his nomination

Athletic scholarship to Notre Dame, and the University of Louisville

Coached three teams from Moore High School to the Sweet 16

* ® & o 2 &

As mentioned above, Tom is deserving of this honor not only because of his
basketball skills and accomplishments but because he cares about kids and dedicated
his life to building his players skills and helping them to grow as young people.
Many of his players went on to play college ball and most if not all successfully
transitioned to being successful and contributing members of our community.

As a teammate of Tom’s, I looked to him as a leader. He set the example in terms of
work ethic, teamwork, and Christian behavior. Today, I continue to see Tom as a role
model for his daughter and wife as he now fights Lou Gehrig’s disease. He maintains
a positive attitude and demonstrates courage on a daily basis.

Your consideration of Tom’s nomination for the Hall of Fame is greatly appreciated.
I can think of no better person that exemplifies the characteristics of this elite group.

Sincerely yours,
Ot
Don Kalmey ‘
Associate ProfessQy Indiana University Southeast
Class of 1960, Flaget High School
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