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Carole Shepherd Liedtke 2006 KHSAA Hall of Fame

Carole was a successful gymnast at Pleasure Ridge Park in Louisville
starting in 1960. With no other Ky. Schools the team traveled as far as
Michigan and Canada and she still won many trophies and medals. The
team was begun by the P.E. teachers Nick Wiese (an ex-gymnast), Pat
Caswell and Margie Stafford making homemade equipment. Her senior
year she won the Jefferson County High School Competition which
included two schools. Carole also swam competitively at a local club and
was the first local high school girl to enter the Mason Dixon Track
Games, being an alternate. She competed in Physical Fitness meets and
the Kentucky High School Track Meet, winning the standing broad jump.
Since age 3 she had been a dancer and acrobat, performing with a USO
type troup all over the country and on bases in the Carabean and Cuba.
She continued to compete in gymnastics representing Turners, YMICA,
Louisville Gymnastic Club and then the University of Louisville placing
in many regional and national meets until 1970. In 1968 she began
teaching as a high school Health and P.E. teacher and coaching track and
gymnastics at Doss High School in Louisville. Then moving to Moore
High School in Louisville she coached a successful gymnastic team,
winning state in 1972, 73, and 74. She then went on to coach gymnastics
at the University of Louisville where the team won State 76-82,
Regionals 76-81, and went to the AIAW Nationals 76-81 with a highest
placement of 8". For these accomplishments she was named to the U. of
L. Athletic Hall of Fame in 1988. Carole has also judged gymnastics
since 1965 and has a FIG Brevet rating, having judged in many
international and national competitions, was an official at the Atlanta
1996 Olympics, and continues to mentor at clinics, doing critiques for
many clubs and still judges. She volunteers as the Regional Gymnastic
Judging Director for five states, and at many functions for the Oldham
County YMCA. During all her busy activities she raised three children
Tiffany, a teacher, Eric a banker, and Travis, currently a student getting
his Business Degree. She followed all three in competitive sports in their-
high school and college careers as well as her husband Joseph (married in
1967) while he played basketball at the University of Louisville, coached
and refereed. Carole enjoys traveling, reading, doing crafts, baliroom
dancing and playing golf. “Thank you so much to my family for their
support while I was away and spending time teaching, coaching and
judging. I hope I have been a positive influence on the many people I
have contacted in sports.”
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