L.B.J. Elementary

90 LBJ Road
Jackson, Ky. 41339
Dr. Ted Edmonds, State Representative 606-666-4823
Dawahares/KHHSAA Hall of Fame October 25, 2005

Attn: Nominations
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Dear Sir,

It has been brought to my attention by Mr. Frank Dawahare, of Hoover
Inc., that an excellent lady basketball player from the mountains of eastern
Kentucky has been overlooked by the Basketball Hall of Fame. This lady is
no other than Mrs. Irene (Moore) Strong .

She played at Breathitt High School from 1974 to 1978. She helped to put
girls basketball on the road when it was just a very young sport. During her
years at Breathitt High School, she appeared in two state basketball
tournaments, was Miss Basketball in 1978, MVP in the 1978 State
Tournament and was a High School All-American.

She then received a full scholarship to Morchead State University, where
she was a starter for four years at the point guard position, member of the
1,000 point club, and a member of the KWIC and OVC All-Tournament
teams.

[ have attended many state tournaments throughout the years and have
seen many players, but none have ever been a more exciting, crowd-pleasing
and talented player than Mrs. Irene (Moore) Strong.

It would be good for the mountains to have an honor such as this
bestowed on us. I cannot think of any other girl basketball player who is
more deserving than Mrs. Strong to be a part of Kentucky Lady Basketball
history.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would give this deep thought and
not overlook this young lady when electing players for the Hall of Fame.



Iam looking forward to hearing from you on this matter. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

SinCBTGIY: oy

Ted Edmonds, Jr.




Breathitt County Schools

Arch Furner, Superintendent
420 Court Street, P.O. Box 750

Jackson, Kentucky 41339
Phone: (606) 666-2491 Fax: (606) 666-2493
(606) 666-9464
Kelly Noble, Jr., Chairman Ina Southwoed, Board Member
Dr. Gene Bays, Vice-Chairman Danny Strong, Board Member

Shirley Hudson, Board Member
Mr. Mike Holcomb

Athletic Director
October 18, 2005

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

To Whom It May Concern:

As Athletic Director of Breathitt County Schools and a longtime follower of Kentucky
High School Athletic events, T would like to recommend Trene Moore Strong for the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Irene was an outstanding girl’s basketball player at
Breathitt County High School as she was awarded Miss Basketball in 1978. She went on
to become an outstanding player in the Womens Basketball program at Morehead State
University, where she earned the honor of membership in the 1000 point club.

She was a vital part in the exceptional success of the Breathitt County Girls Basketball
program from 1975 through 1978. She was a part of the team who appeared in the State
Tournament during 1977 and 1978.

I have also had the pleasure of working with Irene as she was the girls basketball coach at
Breathitt County High School from 1989 through 1992; and in the capacity as a fellow
educator for several years. I have the utmost respect for Irene and feel she would be very
deserving of the honor of being inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Again, 1 would like to highly recommend Ms. Irene Moore Strong for induction into the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Pleasc feel free to contact me should you need any
additional information.

it palenl

Mike Holcomb
Athletic Director

The Breathitt County Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationat origin, age, religion, marital
status, sex or handicap in employment, educational programs, or activities. Granville Deaton is the designated Title IX coordinator
and can be contacted at the Breathitt County Schools District Office. 420 Court St., Jackson, KY 41339 Phone:606-666-2491.



Breathitt County Schools

Arch Turner, Superintendent
420 Court Street, P.O. Box 750
Jackson, Kentucky 41339

Phone: (606) 666-2491 Fax: (606) 666-2493

(606) 666-9464
Kelly Nable, Jr., Chairman Ina Southwood, Board Member
Dr. Gene Bays, Vice-Chairman Danny Strong, Board Member

Shirley Hudson, Board Member
Qctober 21, 2005

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to formally recommend Ms. Irene Moore Strong for the Dawahares/KHSAA
Hall of Fame. Irene was an outstanding girls basketball player for Breathitt County High
School, and helped to strongly establish girls basketball when it was first declared a sport
in 1975.

Irene earned the top basketball honor in the state when she was named Miss Basketball in
1978. This is a very prestigious honor since there have only been 35 Miss Basketballs out
of thousands of girl athletes over the past 30 years.

Irene was instrumental in leading Breathitt County to two state tournaments, in 1977 and
1978; and still holds the scoring record for Breathitt County High School, even though
there was no three point shot when she played basketball. Her skill and talent in the game
of basketball earned her a full scholarship to Morehead State University where she played
for the Women’s team and is a member of the 1000 point club.

Irene’s accomplishments prove that she deserves the honor of being inducted into the Hall
of Fame. She has contributed greatly to high school girls basketball, and continues to
contribute as an educator in the Breathitt County Schools. She has coached the high
school girls basketball team as well as the grade schools. [ feel Irene has made a
difference and her accomplishments deserve recognition as a member of the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. If you need any further information, please feel free
to contact me.

Sincerely,

~Krch Turner
Superintendent

The Breathitt County Board of Education dees not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national crigin, age, religion, marital
status, sex or handicap in employment, educational prograins, or activities. Granville Deaton is the designated Title IX coordinator
and can be contacted at the Breathitt County Schools District Office. 420 Court St., Jackson, KY 41339 Phone:606-666-2491,



COUNTRY CLUB

1200 Clear Fork Road
Morchead, Ky 40351
{606} 784-CLUB

October 14, 2005

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Selection Committee:

Please accept this letter as my personal recommendation and nomination of Ms. Irene
Moore Strong for the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Irene was an outstanding high
school player at Breathitt County High School, where she earned “Miss Basketball”
honors during her high school career.

Irene was recruited to Morehead State University in 1978 where she had an outstand-
ing collegiate career and was a pleasure to coach.

A member of MSU’s 1,000 point club, the career assists leader, and an all-Ohio Valley
Conference tournament team member, Irene was inducted into the Morehead State
University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2003.

During her four-year career as the starting point guard, MSU averaged 21 wins per
seaon. In fact, Irene was and is the best point guard to ever play for the Lady Eagles.

I feel I can recommend Irene without any reservation for the Dawahares Hall of Fame,
as she was a great player as well as an outstanding citizen.

Yours in Basketball:

/wé ZU%

Mickey Wells
Retired Women’s Basketball Coach
Morehead State University



CARLD. PERKINS

COMMITTEE:
7TH DIST., KENTUCKY EDUCATION AND LABOR

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Waghingtorr, BD.C. 20515

January 26, 1978

Miss Irene Moore
Whick, Kentucky

Dear Irene:

I read the little article about you in the
newspaper and I just wanted you to know that I
admire a good basketball player like you. Some of
the greatest girl basketball players in the country
have come out of Eastern Kentucky, and I hope you can
turn your ability into a college scholarship.

If I can be of any help to you, please let me
know.,

With best wishes,

CDP/ih

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON FPAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS






IRENE MOORE
FOURTEENTH REGION — BREATHITT COUNTY BOBCATS

Morehead State University landed an outstanding player when
it signed Breathitt County’s Irene Moore to a full basketball schol-
arship.

Moore, a 5-3, 108-pound guord, averaged 20 points, four re-
bounds and six assists per game while leading Breathitt County to
a 31-2 record and the runrer-up spot in the State Tournament.

And she earned the Joe Billy Mansfield award as the best girls’
bosketball player in Kentucky.

During her senior year, Moore earned All-District, All-Region )}
and All-State tournament honors, as well as All-State and All-Louis- {4
ville Invitational Tournament honors. She was most valuable player
for Breathitt County’s team four years in a row and this year, under
the guidance of Coach Joyce C. Mayes, she won the team’s Most
Assists Award and Best Free Throw Percentage Trophy,

CONGRATULATIONS AND
GOOD LUCK TO
MISS BASKEETBALL

Congratulations

fo

ALL-STAR IRENE MOORE
IRENE MOORE

Winner of -

Jo Billy Mt:msfield Award

at the

MISS BASKETBALL State Tournament
1978
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Conmontuealtly of Rentucky

HoOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES

Home/Oltice: COMMITTEES:

1257 Beattyville Road : : Education
Jackson, KY 413309 Local Governmeni
(GOG) 6664823 TED EDMONDS, Ph.D. Banking and Insurance

State Representative Economic Development V/Chair

O1st District

October 3, 2005

Commissioner Brigid DeVries
KHSAA Board of Control
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Commissioner DeVries:
It is my distinet pleasure to nominate Irene Moore Strong for the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame.

Irene attended Breathitt County High School and graduated in 1978. She led her team to the State
Tournament in 1977 and 1978. In 1978, Breathitt County reached the final game where Irene was selected as
Most Valuable Player, also won the J.B. Mdnsfield Award, and was selected to the First Team All -State.
Several other awards were bestowed upon Ms. Strong, including Kentucky's Miss Basketball and High School
All-American. " .

After high school, Irene attended Morehead State University (MSU) where she played with some of the
best, including Donna Murphy. Irene played point guard and today still holds the MSU school record for most
assists. She was recently inducted into the MSU Hall of Fame.

Ms. Strong's dedication to her school is part of the reason for my nomination. Irene was a role model
for many athletes. She dedicated herself to her sport and treated everyone she met with kindness and respect.
She was a lady firsi and athliete second. She meant a great deal to Breathitt County High School and was (and
is) a wonderful representative of the Commonwealth. '

Iurge your favorable consideration of Ms. Irene Moore Strong to the Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

Ted "Teddy” Edmonds .~
- State Representative "~

91-conltr-3194

702 Capitol Avenue, Capitol Annex, Room 4240, Frankiort, KY 40601 (302} 564-8100 ext. 641



KENTUCKY STATE SENATE

THE CaAPITOL 297H DisTRICT -
FrankFoORT, KY 40601 PO. Box 5
502-564-61386 JOHNNY RAY TURNER DriFT, KY 41619

johrnyray. turner@lrc.state ky.us Democratic Caucus CHAIR

October 10, 2005

Commissioner Brigid DeVries
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington KY 40505

Dear Commissioner DeVries:

It is my pleasure to nominate Ms. Irene Moore Strong for induction into the
Kentucky High School Hall of Fame.

As a former high school coach, | closely followed Ms. Strong's basketball
career and found her to be a good role model for young women. In 1978
she was named Kentucky's Miss Basketball. She went on to Morehead
State University where she continued to excel in her sport.

| believe she continues to be a role model for young women and would be
a wonderful addition to the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame. If you
have any questionsg, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
AV

Johnny Ray Turner
Senate Democratic Caucus Chair

BREATHITT, FLOYD, KNOTT AND LeTcHeRr COUNTIES



KENTUCKY STATE SENATE

THE CaPiTOL 28TH DisTRICT
FRrANKFORT, KY 40601 PO Box &
502-564-61386 JOHNNY RAY TURNER PriFt, KY 41619
johnnyray.turner@lrc.state. ky.us Democranc Caucus CHAIR

October 10, 2005

Mr. Butch Cope
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington KY 40505

Dear Mr. Cope:

It is my pleasure to nominate Ms. Irene Moore Strong for induction into the
‘Kentucky High School Hall of Fame.

As a former high school coach, | closely followed Ms. Strong's basketball
career and found her to be a good role model for young women. In 1978
she was named Kentucky's Miss Basketball. She went on to Morehead
State University where she continued to excel in her sport.

| believe she continues to be a role model for young women and would be
a wonderful addition to the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerel;/,
1 e

Johnny Ray Turner
Senate Democratic Caucus Chair

BreaThiTT, FLoYD, KNOTT AND LETCHER COUNTIES



Ueene gffoote-Fteong

Growing up as a child in the hills of Eastern Kentucky, Irene Moore-Strong could
always be found wherever there was a basketball goal. Whether playing in any type of
weather or by pole light after the sun went down, this young, aspiring athlete was seldom
seen without a basketball in her hands. When forced to stay inside, Moore-Strong would
often create her own basketball goal, molding a rim out of a wire clothes hanger and
sneaking rolled-up socks out of the dresser drawers to use as a ball.

During Moore-Strong’s freshman year at Breathitt County High School in 1974,
girls’ basketball was introduced at the high school level. Had it not been for the inclusion
of this sport in her school’s athletic program, Moore-Strong is convinced that she would
have ended up as a high school dropout. Although she admits that she hated to attend
school, Moore-Strong said she was inspired to make good grades so that she would be
cligible to play basketball during her four years at BHS. Her determination to succeed in
the sport paid off in the 1977-78 season when she led her team to the championship game
of the Kentucky State Tournament. During this time, Moore-Strong received numerous,
prestigious awards. In addition to being selected to the Louisville Invitational
Tournament (L.I.T.) All Tournament Team, Moore-Strong also received the Joe Billy
Mansfield Award as the tournament’s Most Valuable Player, the only other award
presented that year to female basketball players other than all-tournament team members.
In 1978, Moore-Strong went on to become a first team all-starter member of the East-
West team in the Kentucky-Indiana All-Star Game. She was named as a member of
Who’s Who Among America’s High School Students and was honored as Kentucky’s
Miss Basketball. Moore-Strong finished her high school career with an impressive team
record of 112 wins and 11 losses.

Upon graduation from high school, Moore-Strong received a scholarship to attend
Morehead State University, where she started for four years as a point guard. Today, she
is acknowledged as being the best guard to have ever played for the Morehead Lady
Eagles and still holds the record for the “most assists” among both male and female
athletes who have attended the college. Just recently, she was inducted into Morchead
State’s Hall of Fame and was acknowledged for being a member of the 1000 point club
and for having achieved 499 assists during her lucrative career.

After receiving a degree in Physical Education/Health for grades K-12, Moore-
Strong returned to her native Breathitt County where she has served as an elementary
teacher and basketball coach for various grades throughout the years. In honor of her
outstanding athletic accomplishments as a LadyCat while at Breathitt High School from
1974-78 and her service as an educator with the Breathitt County School System from
1982-present, Mrs. Moore-Strong’s basketball jersey #10 was retired and can now be
viewed in the trophy cases located in the Fairce O. Wood’s Coliseum. Currently, Irene
Moore-Strong teaches Physical Education and Health at L.B.J. Elementary in Jackson,
KY. Once described as “the most excited player to have ever played in the State
Tournament,” Mrs. Moore-Strong still loves to play and/or watch the sport. However,
she now spends the bulk of her time encouraging and motivating her young pupils to
work hard so that they, too, may achieve their dreams.






