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had warkmg fo;h‘me A 10?: of it was

By MARTIN H‘EPNER“ - -
tHe program and the school That’s

Spar!s Wrzter ' N
where all the credit. goes.” "

“The ﬁnal chapter of Ron Myers . | Myérs spent his first two years
brilliant coaching careerhad . = - ctgaclfnng Fort Knox, before movmg
another paragraph Wntl:en -+ taElizabethtown for thelast 30.
Saturday. < : © | He began his epaching career in

Myérs, complem,g hxs SOth 1968 and has a 700-322-3 record; .
seasor as the Panthers' head - whichincludeg state champmnships '
hasebail coach, earned victory No. i 1970 angi 1975 and state runner-

700 with a 6-5 win over Greenwood T up finishes in1978 and 1992 He
at Panther Park. - has ooached 19 dxstnct ‘chaimpions
“Tt's not really somethmgl o gitn.ch
thought. a"bout, Myers smd, “It Wag
just -FHGth R
Myers said the rea}zzatmn f his

yéar,” Myers said of aPax_:ther team . .
 that went 20-15; before losinginthe -

mplishment wasn't ev firét round of t;he.secimnals P
tho ht until he wis preparingthe -« - that’s how it goes sometunes
field for a junior varsity game that - ¢ “Myers'said 700s “really 1o
feEowed the varsity contest, S dlﬁ'erent than 600, 40

“T was auttheremlungfcrthe E .

JV garie and I thotyght, ‘cosh. © *
That's 700, ” Myers said. “It does. .~
feel good £ bé able to do something

Tike that, because there are not too. ' No. 400 in 1985, No. 7

many‘ people. Who can say they 247 and No. 600/in 1993 ‘ e

have.” " 2'Win No. 700 came the hard way,
“Myers, hawever saxd orie coach S turday, as the Panthers railied

doesn’t earn 700 victories by - 7. foFa run in the bottom of the .

himself. It was the sum of alof of - seventhmmng to‘plﬂl out the

efficient parts working in umson :

over the years. - - : In that seventhi mmng, Corey S
¥} didp’t do much 0 wm a]l tes led off with a single and Went SR

games, ” Myers smd, “It was.alot of second base ona Wﬂd piteh. Yates EE

MYERS See Page BB ..










E’town’s

worts Writer

Ron Myers wasn’t about to go
ut this way.

No way, not after nearly 30
ears, was Myers, the highly
aceessinl Ehzabethtown High
chool baseball coach, going to
apg up his stopwatch and his
ieats after the first back-to-back
wing seasons in a long coaching
wweer.

Especially not after this past
:agon when the Panthers
:uggled through a miserabla 7-
8 campaign. .

Rumers, which had been
‘hispered for the past couple of
sasons, turaed up in volune that

fyers was, like what He tedches at

Hzabethtown, history,
After 27 seasons at

lizabethtown as the top cat, with
o state championships, two
:ate runners-up, 16 region
wampionships and 653 career
ins, Myers would step aside.

He isn't.

The losing played a part in the
ecision, Myers acknowledged, but
1at’s not the overriding factor
1at will bring him back for his
3th season at Elizabethtown in
397, and his 30th year overall as
head coach.

‘\dfyers wants to become a scout
r a major league baseball team,
ad truth be told he couldn’t find
position oper.

“Yeah, I thought about it,” said
[yers when asked if he thought
hout retiring as the Panthérs’
aseball coach. “It had a 1ot to do
ith what I had lined up to d

ned up T'm gmug to come back at
ast one more year. =

“The {major league baseball)
rike really messed everything up
st vear,” he added. “Teams eut
ack here and cut back there. It’s

‘ J-T--Fea"f' Km

| AT EL!ZABETHTOWN .
1970: 26-9 :
| 1971: 217
1972: 208
1973: 22- 3;}‘

: "‘197’6: 38-3
1977:30-6
1978: 26-9:1
1979 24-9'*-

1 988 23~7 -
1989: 24-7-1

; s & dr It probah‘iy
" won't happen like that.” &
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. Sports Wifer -

sy DON BRADLEY *

onMyers is not one to look back and
yearn for what might have been. -

year, Myers. -
gith the Detroit Tigers -
pring fraining in Florida.
here with the philosophy

gater from.

ced youngster from- -
¢ training with the Detroit *

.Sp.

dream come true.

1 met Al Kaling, Harvey Keubn and all -

Tigers wasa:

ring his 20th sedsonas | -

the guys,” Myerg said. “T remember they . -

had a documentary film where they would -

something, and then a minor leaguer would .
come behirid himt dnd do the same thing. 1 =

.. have  Major Leaguer come inand do- . fasthiall,

remember Al Kalinie fielding a ground bali, | ony coach

and throwing it, and then 1 came along ~
behind kim and 1 fielded a ground ball and

Myers was'a young left-anded  *- -
outfieider at the time. After hitting 489 his
funtor year-and;466 asa senior at, '
Elizabethtown High, Myers drew the
attention of Tigers’ geout Woody
Blackburn: .

“T¢'s hard to believe now, but Thad alot

of speed and a real strong threwing arm .

back then,” said Myeérs; who will turn'30on_

Tuesday. “I threw left banded and batted:

right, and 1 think that hurt me. They tried . _ - 4 o
" it. T fought for

to make me a switch hitter,

«f did everytliing wrong,”” Myers :
remembered. *'1 gripped the bat wrong, I
overstrided and1 used a big old Jong bat to
compensate for that. I did all those things
because | had never been taught different,
and becauss I liad been successful at it. I

hit .367 in collége anid I probably could have
hit 1420 if somebody had worked with me.

. “Ihad two high school coaches and one

“ in collagé and the only coaching tip I ever

eihendous experfence.” ~ 20GE EnAD

pdid. T '
T et Blackbumn at - -
seouting some -
aid: “Hetold me, /0 o B
o had all the tools to make " ar o

] fo you and fouglht for youand gy
fought for you, but they justdidit wantto - 45

me; rtunities. 1 really -

give you any more op
thought youhaditait.2™ .- -~ . . =

After his refease by the Tigers, Myers .
returned to Western where he played . .-
“probably illegally”” for three seasons. I
he had it {0 do over, he would have takera
different course, .o Lo

“1 made a big 'Miséé‘ie{" .MS’E?ST"":%;‘

ery close {6 a group.of
t visualize myself ot -




& 15ttt Champs —cdwms /997

Panthers hold off -
Notth in final, 6-5

By MARTIN HEPNER i

Spoarts Writer

BRANDENBURG ~-Blake Bramblett is
“omeone who doesn't mind hypassing the
{vving pan and lenping right inte the fire.

Thal wis the perilous situation facing
the saphomote hitcher Wednesday in the
7t District Tournament baseball
champisnship game nt Meade Oln Park:>

Bases forded, no outs with North
Hardhin trailing 6-4 after knocking out
<tarter David B, Huaghes.

SPhat's a ot of pressure for o young
underclussman Hike me,” Bramblett said.
“Bul | was pumped. | readly didn't have
tirne Lo be nervous. T had Lo throw strikes.”

And he did, needing just two pitches to

tecurd throe outs and douse the fire to Relp’

ave the Panthers a 6-5 vietory and their
firsd tournament Litle since 1992,

“Blake stepped up in the efuteh,” said
Hupzhes, who struggled through his worst
same of the season, “We aceded something
pesitive nnd he made it happen.” -

Beamblett also gol help from his
befense and the Trojens’ agpressiveness to
sush seross the tying run.

The fireworks started when Hughes
witlhed Gerron McKnight to lead off the
arningt. Kyle Johnston rapped & 1-2 pitch
wweenter and the bases were loaded when
hortstop Nick Whobrey fabled to field
Harley Tucker's hiph-hopper over the
e, ‘

The docisive at-bat for Hughes came
armnst Jacob Fogle, Hughes appeared te
row three straight waist high fasthalls,
it each was ealled a ball, Frusteated hy
ot goetting o stike, Hughoes' fourth piteh
vas lew and owtside, as he waiked Fagle to
vore MeBnight nnd make it §-3.

| wits teving to paint the cutside
srner. Nurth iz such a good hitting team
Bt Ddidn't want 2o give them a fal part of
e ptabe” Hughes said, "Uinfortunately, |
wint ot the eulls and that shook my
cnfidenee,”

Secnueh Ao, Hughos was nowhere noay
ae plate ugninst the next batter, walking
arrett Kiginkiewics on fbur pitches to
v Jolston,

tin came Hramblewt, facing the biggest
tition of his young varsity career
cepite lawving sixoviclories in six starts
s vear, '

It helped that T pivched last night,”
el Brablett, who struck out the side in
weseventh inning of Tuesday's -0
andinal victry sver Meade County, "And
Audut want e lose it for the seniors and
worest ol the team,”

Bramblett did nothing Bey, zipping in
o Bisthalls,

The Tirst wite 2o Ryan Wheeler, as he
e to seeendd biseman Corey Yatoes,
o flelded nnd Bred to second Le got
conkrewier, Whshrey tried o double up
b but the throw was high te first

sennnt Adam Wyt

O the play, North Hardin coach Greg

. ok

Mleade topples North to win district crown

N-&/Joyrne Burden
Above, North Hardin’s Andy Bell Is called
out ot the piate as Elzabethtown pifcher
David Hughes made the tag. At right,
Brandon Quick gets back to first base as

-Norih first basernan Kyle Johnston walts
for the ball,

-

5TH REGION FIELD

- The field for next week's 5th Reagton
Tournament at Hart County High Schual,
1714 DisTricT: Elizabethtown (W),
North Hardin (RU)

1811 Districr: LaRue County (W),
Graen Counly {(RU)

1974 DisTricT: Washington County
(W), Nalson County (RL)

201Th DisTrieT: Campballsvitle, Adalr
County L

Campbelisvitle and Adair County played
in tha 20th District Tournament fina
Wednesday night.

Weindicates toumament winner. .
RU-indicates tournament runner-up.

Crurmn waved Fogle hofe. Wyatt
recovered quickly and threw o strike to
catchoer Steven Hrandenburp.

The meeting at the plate was
instantaneous, #s Fogle slid head fiest and
Brandenbury turned and dove st the

Starget,

The park went silent as the dust filfed
the air, When it cleared, Brandenburg
showed the ball in his glove and the

umpire naited Fogle with an emphatic out

[SHIE . B

M E'TOWN See Page 68

ends dist
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“What McEnroe is doing is pumping
himself up. A certain amount of agitation -
can be helpful for some people. .

More is being learned all the time on this
subject, Golden said. *'This research ig Just
beginning."'®

“Then they play like killers. You're
playing their game instead of your own and
you're beaten.”

That mind game is called a guilt trip.

“"Then there's the 'I Don't Care,’ techni-

R
e i

Panthers counting on
experience, tradition
In state tournament ;.-

By DARRELL BIRD
Assistant Sports Editor

Panthers will be looking to a

pair of intangibles for an edge
against East Carter in Thursday’s
State Tournament game at
Paintsville.

Some might call it, ‘The Mind
Game.’

First, this is East Carter's first
trip to a state tournament in any
sport gince the school was formed 13
years ago.

““Maybe they'll be awed by it all,”"
E’town coach Ron Myers said. “I'll
take anything I can get right now.

“But I don't think our kids will be
taken aback,” he added. “'If they

E lizabethtown High's baseball

would've been against a Southern
team that beat us twice. But they
wouldn't hear of it.”

Second, Elizabethtown is tradi-
tion-rich in baseball. It has a reputa-

tion that reaches as far as the 1978—def. North Bullitt 14-3 .

“] mountains of eastern Kentucky ;‘ggg"$~ o Bg"mgﬁ), 2 :
h East Cart hJ.P K —Ger ue Lou g .

;’;;imsad his O;fgoﬁgrff ach J.P. Koons 1984—det. North Hardin 4.3 .
"‘When you are this far along you mdm cﬁn.{» . N

don’t’ really know much about who 197 ;de‘-N;h Horgin 5.0 -

yol ‘are playing,'" Koons said Tyes-.. y e

day. “But we've heard of E'town
and it's baseball tradition. And we
know about (Tony) Compton, the
pitcher, and the (Jamie) Fiepke
kid.'" ‘

E'town High was baseball state
champion in 1970 and 1975. The
Panthers have won four Semi-State,
nine Region and 12 District crowns
ir 15 years. '

All of this, Myers is hoping, will -

give the Hub City team an advantage
before a pitch is thrown Thursday. If
it does not then Plan I surely will.
That has to do with surviving the
tough Semi-State last week.

"“A lot of times the State is easier
than our Semi-State because of those
tough Louisville teams,” Myers
said, explaining his team’s approach
tn the hnants AT 0 Rt ata Tarssm e ot

were going to be overwhelmed they ..

Fortherecord

ELIZABETHTOWN HIGH BASEBALL
Since 1970, when Ron Myers took
Over as coach at Elzabethtown
High, the Panthers hove won 73
percent of thek games (346-129-3),
including 12 District and nine Re-
glon crowns in 15 years. Eiz-
abeihtown has been to SemkState
play six imes and to the Stale
toumament seven times.

Sicte champlons

1970—def. Tighrman 6-2

1975-def. Somerset 9-2

Semi-Skale chomplons

1976-def. St. Xovler 5-2

1977 —del, roquols 3-1

1978 —def. Bowling Green 10-9
1984—def. Southem 10-9 42 Inn.

Region —
1970—def. Aubum 4-0

1974—defl. Metcalfe County 3-2
1975—det. Campbeilsvitio 50 . b
1976—det. Green County 1-0 e
1977 ~ddef. Taylor County 2-0 N

" 4972.-def. North Hardin 2-4 C T
1974—def. East Hardin 28-2 "

Py e

1975—def. East Hordin 9-3
1976—clel. North Hordlin 11-0
1977 —def. North Hordin 4-3
1978-—clel. West Hordin 7-2
1979—~del. Meade County 30 .
1981 -—def, West Rardin 10-1 -
1983—def. North Hordlin 8-3

1984—def. North Hordin 64~

finals. But this is the first time
we've ever been this far. So you can
imagine we're pretty tickled about
it. ‘ .
‘‘There’s a lot of enthusiasm in the
school and the community,” he

added. “‘And it’s being played more -

or less in our backdoor over gt
Paintsville. That's about 30 to 40

ilae srerae Y

Aol




‘Baseball
N From Page 18

the seople who win games, his
prosence made a huge impact on -
Al veur's squad,

[awvid 3. Hughes, who was

mnned The News-Enterprise Player

of the Year, ealled Myers "a main
devvings force” for this seasoen.

“Wewant a state championship

tuid, of course, but it would mean

e more Lo et it for eoach Myers,”"

el !hu,rhu a junior

pircher/shortstop for the Panthers.

“He won astate championship the

first venrr he coached here. It would
e <peeinl give him another one in
Bis st yvear”

With players like Hughes
~urrounding Myers, that could be a
|Jw|.\-’:~i]3i}i§‘\"

hgghes wins but one of the many
kev enmponents of Elizabethtown's
regilar-season suecess. But it s
Hard Loasrgae that his al-arount
preduction game in and game out
nade Bim one of the standout
plasers in the area.

At the plute, Hughes caught fire
aver his final 15 games. In that

piun he Bt 553 126-0f-471, which

oo dudueel B3 of his team-high 20

' ul:h < and-two home runs, He had-
i of his 24 RBIs and scored 24
tans, while striking out just once.

Hughes finished the regular
e batting B00 146-0f-92) and

added 12 stolen bases,

O the mound, he posted a 5-1
reeniid with a no-hitter at Southern,
In 5 innings, he had a 0.30 earned

“tnaverage. Over his first 31

tnnings in six-plus games, Hughes
hnh:l surrender an enrned run.

. He finished with 72 strikeouts
ind only 12 walks. Opponents hit
mst 153 against Hughes,

"It great honor because there
WEIC S0 many great pl'WE.%’“; out
there, Hsu,rhus said. “[t was a real

congretitive year. I can see a lot of

ik VT wha eould have easily won
N

Myers sud Hughes is deserving
ol e award.

“Heis such a positive influence
st thes tenm,” Myers said, “And it
b always with his bat or arm.”

Another positive influence this

eason was North Hardin's Gerren

MeKnight, who was named The

News-Enterprise Sophomore of %he

Year

MeKnight was one of the key
slavers for & young Trojan team
ihutt finished the regular season 17-
10 and second in the 17th District.

The left-fielder led the team with
1 1) batting average, callecting 40
witsin 100 at-bats, He had 10
toubilus, three home runs and two
rples in those totals.

McKnight wag tied for the team
+ud in runs scored with 27 and was
weond in RBIs with 23.

in the field, he produced a .897

ivlding average with 28 putouts, ... . .

hree assists and three errors. B

The N ews-Ehterprise
1999 ALL-AREA

BASEBALL TEAM

Selected by the sports staff of The News-Enterprise. Voting
based on regular season.only, ALL TIES ARE HONORED. ®

Davip B. HUGHES, ELIZABETHTOWN, JR.

ERIC ALLEN, LARUE COUNTY, JUNIOR

JAKE BRAMBLETT, ELIZABETHTOWN, SR.
MARK GALVIN, ELIZABETHTOWN, JUNIOR
GERRON MCKNIGHT, NORTH HARDIN, So.
Jimmy SHAW, LARUE COUNTY, SENIOR -
TUCKER MCEWEN, CENTRAL HARDIN, SR.
DEREK SHELTON, LARUE COUNTY, JUNIOR
BRANDON QUICK, ELIZABETHTOWN, SENIOR
CARL BAKER, NORTH HARDIN, JUNIOR

_CHASE CRUSE, CENTRAL HARDIN, JUNIOR

KYLE _JOHNSTON, NORTH HARDIN, JUNIOR
ADAM WYATT, ELIZABETHTOWN, SENIOR
CoRy ENGLE, LARUE COUNTY, JUNIOR
BEN COTTRELL, CENTRAL HARDIN, SOPH.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Davip B. HUGHES, ELIZABETHTOWN, JR.

SOPHOMORE OF THE YEAR

GERRON MCKNIGHT, NORTH HARDIN -
_COACH OF THE YEAR

RON MYERS, ELIZABETHTOWN

| Branderiburg, Corey Yates.

- HONORABLE MENTION

'CENTRAL HARDIN: Kyle Tewis. . © & -
ELIZABETHTOWN: Blake Bramblett, Steven

FORT. KNOX: Wilfredo Rivera, Zach Stone

LARUE COUNTY: Jack LaRue, Cums McCubbm
Brad Tochey.

MEADE COUNTY: Lev: Ad,kxsson C '
‘NORTH HARDIN Andy Bell, ]’acob Fogle, Demontre
Robmson : .

Selected by the aports staff of Th
based on regular season only. AL

AMANDA EASTRIDGE 1
.ALEXIS RANKEY, N{)R’T

" JULIE RIGGS, LARUE (

AMANDA HOBSON,-NOI

. CASSY BURNETT, MEAI

PaM WALTERS, ELIzAt

- REBECKA BLOOMER, €

. MARY RAMSEY, LARUE
TES_SA BROWN, ELIZAN
CARRISA McCoy, Mga!
L1sa PICKERELL, ELIZ/

' CHEREAL WIMPEE, LAl
CAROL RICHARDSON, N
HAYLEY YOUROUS, Not

- LAURA MENCHACA, Fou
_~ SARAH JONES, MEADE
. SARAH MURRAY, NORT!

AMANDA EASTRIDGE, L

§ CO-SOPHOMORE

PaM WALTERS, E'TowN; H

" PETER DISTEFANO, La

| HONOBL

anda Petérs,” -
[ELIZABETHTOWN: LaToy:
».nghtmyer

------

‘MEABE COUNTY: Kelly G

- “NQRIH HARDIN: Leslie H.
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The News-Enterprise

Selected by The News-Enterprise’s 4-person
sports staff. Teams chosen at conclusion of

regular season. Top 15 setected. Ties honored.

PLAYER

Ryan Wheeler
Chip Davis

Jeff Lowman
Chad Ferry
Bryan Lewis
Andy Bennett
Chris Williams
Todd Thompson
Clint Carrington
Josh Thompson
Chris Danief
Myong Kim
Jerry Sherrard
Greqgg Carter
James Franklin

Johnny Hardesty

Mike Hannah

" PIAYER OFTHEYEAR - .
RYAN WHEELER, Etown, Shortstop

- COACH OF THE YEAR _
RON MYERS, Elizabethtown High |

" SOPHOMORE OF THE YEAR |

S5CHOOL
Elizabethtown

_Elizabethtown

North Hardin
Meade County
Centrai Hardin

“LaRue County '

Central Hardin .
Elizabetitown
LaRue County " :
Meade County
North Hardin |
North Hardln
Elizabethtown
LaRue Lounty

LaRue Lounty
Meade County
Elizabethtown

CHIP DAVIS, Etown, DH/Catcher

HONORABLE MENTION



Maybe it’s just that Ront Myers loves .

winning baseball games,

Maybe the glares or the head
shaking he gives his own hitters when
they fail to catchup to a fastball or
can't lay off 2 breaking piteh out of the
strike zone, is just a reflection of the
high expectations placed upon his
pTOETanm every year.

There’s a simple motio: To be the
sagt you have to expeet to be the hest,

Looking for a program to emulate,
don’t look past the last 30 years of
baseball at Elizabethtown High Scheol,

Myers started his coaching career at
Elizabethtown with a state. .
championship and he’s hoping to close
it the same way, s ,

Talk about a storybook ending to a
career: The eoach who has won ever
721 games is earried off the field in
mid-June with a state championship
trophy in his grasp in his final game in
Panther pinstripes.

'ALESSIO
Sports
Editor

-

The thiought has'certainly crossed
the mind of the 60-year-old Myers,

He has been overly demanding at
times and understanding at others in
hig long stint in the Panther dugout,

“T'don’t know if gome see it, but I've
mellowed over the'years,” he says as
the end of his coaching career moves
closer with every.day. “T-used to be a
lot worse than I am now. 1 just expeet a
lot out of our players and T think that
has made us & good program over the
years.” o

He gets the burn
good honestly, _
7 Az schild growing up, he'd come

ing passion to be

-home from 4 game and tell his

grandfather, Howard Lee Milby, how

he hiad three hits in four at-bats.

" ‘Without hesitation, his grandfather

would respond. S )
“He'd ask me why I didn’t go 4-for-

“4,” Myers said smiling, “That’s the way

he was. I guess a lot of the way T am
goes back to my grandfather.

“T know we're not going to be
perfect,” Myers says, “but we're going
to keep trying to get there. You should
Jjust never short change yourself”

Over the years, Myers has built a
Panther program that has been a
model of efficiency, s

While many teams struggle to post a

- winning season, it is rare at
" Elizabethtown when the winning

season doesn't have at least 20 wins or
a region championship attached to it.

success

1

In his 30 years, only three teams
had losing records and 22 of them won
at least 20 games and there have been
17 region titles. "

Maybe this success explains why
opponents take such great satisfaction
when they can heat Elizabethtown
because they know they have beaten

one of the best programs in the state,

But it has been the few failures that -

have placed life as a basebal] coach in
perspective, -

“Sometimes you learn more about
yourself and your program and your
players from the losing seasons,” says
the man whe has won two state titles.
“Losing is tough, but it can also open
your eyes.”

For as long as he ean remember,
baseball hag been his congtant
companion,

He graduated from Elizabethtown

B MYERS See Page 8B

. #® From Page 1B

High School in 1957, lang before
some of the parents of his players
of today were even born.

He signed a contract with the
Detroit Tigers as an outfielder, but
was cul.

" Shortly after he arrived in
camp, his grandmother died.

He came home for the funeral,
went hack to camp and suddenly,
the dream that started when he

“was a child, was over.
“When [ was released, they told

me I could tryout for other teams,”
Myers says, “Crazy me, I didn’t do
it. T was really Jost. T got on a bus

- and I came home.”

Still, there was never any doubt
that baseball would stay with him.
H'he couldn’t play, coaching
was the next best thing and there
was no more special a place to
coach than at his alma mater,
~ “It has been very special to me,”
he says.
He has been a driven man
doing what he loves to do best,
Even in retirement, it is
baseball that will occupy his time. -
He's a pariner in a baseball
facility on Commerce Drive called -

- om.mnmm.

the Players Dugout that hasn’t

“I cannot just retire,” he says.
“Pm a person who needs to always
be doing something.”

Now the end of 2 coaching
career that has spanned four
decades is close.

“In a lot-of ways it just looks
like it’s all flashed by,” Myers said.
“Then you go hack and you think
of 1970 or vour first head coaching
job (at Fort Knox) and it does seem
like a long time ago, s just all
meant a great deal $o me to be-
able to do what I'vecheen able to do
all these years.” B

OSSO |
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National High School Athletic Coaches Association

This Certifies that

Ronald J. Myers

EL1ZABETHTOWN HiGH SCHOOL, ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY

is a nominee for

National High School

This nomination is in recognition of his
over-all coaching record, professional honors
and contribution to the sport.

Date JUNE, 1984
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National High School Athletic Coaches Association

This Certifies that

Ronald J. Myers

ELIZABETHTOWN HIGH SCHOOL - ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTU_CKY

is a nominee for

National High School

B b

This nomination is in recognition of his
over-all coaching record, professional honors
and contribution to the sport.

EXECUTIVE le?{crosz




3° *e
-'. ."
H 131113 |
5 " ;
s, NHSELACA S
. ‘r’

*a wr
-------

National High School Athletic Coaches Association

This C ertifies that

Ronnie Meyers

ELIZABRETHTOWN HIGH SCHOOL - ELIZABETHTOWN, KY.

is a nominee for

National High School

This nomination is in recognition of his
over-all coaching record, professional honors
and contribution to the sport.
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PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY

Describe the factors that influenced you to 1) become a teacher, and
2) remain in the teaching profession. What do you consider to be
your greatest contribution to, or accomplishments in education?

Growing up in Elizabethtown and spending forty-one years in the Elizabethtown
Schools as a student and a teacher has influenced me greatly as an individual. |
am the younger of two children both of which were college educated even
through our parents did not have formal educations. My father died when [ was
nineteen, and my sister married and moved to Michigan at about the same time,
leaving my mother and me with only each other.

My mother has been one of my greatest supporters throughout my life, first
insisting that | finish my college education and completely financing this venture
by taking a job in a school cafeteria at Fort Knox High School. She also financed
my Masters and Rank | degrees. In addition to her financial support, she has
always supported my athletic playing and coaching careers by watching me play
when | was eight years old through high school and college and supporting my
coaching career from the first time | coached through several games last spring.
Yes, my mother has been a great friend, and | give her a great deal of credit for
my becoming a teacher and coach and continuing in this profession for thirty-six
years. :

After graduating from college, | sought a teaching position in Elizabethtown.

- However, at the time, Mr. Paul Kerrick, a person whose educational opinion |
highly respected, told me that | needed some experience away from
Elizabethtown so | applied at Fort Knox Dependent Schools and was hired as a
Science/English teacher and coach. After spending seven years at Fort Knox, |
reapplied at Elizabethtown and was hired this time by Mr. T.K. Stone to teach
twelfth grade English and to coach baseball - positions | have held for the past
twenty-nine years.

During these thirty-six years of teaching and coaching, 1 have had the privilege to
work with many outstanding educators but none have influenced me more than
Mr. Kerrick. First | knew him as my principal when | was a student, then | knew
him as my principal when | worked for him as a teacher, and finally | knew him as
~ a friend and advisor after he retired and would visit the school frequently.

| spent the last twenty-nine years of my teaching and coaching career at
Elizabethtown High School, never having a thought of leaving due to the
Tradition of Excellence and the focus on education of young people exemplified
by the administrative staff, my colleagues, the parents, and the very special
students in the Elizabethtown school system. | know that no other profession
affords a greater opportunity to impact the lives of young people and to shape
their futures as does the teaching profession.



Another of my greatest encouragers in my teaching and coaching careers has by
my wife Brenda, who was a secretary in the counselor's office at Elizabethtown
High School. She has always been there to “pick me up" when | become
discouraged in my teaching and help me recover from those discouraging losses
on the baseball field. Additionally, teaching and coaching has been a family
investment for allowing me to teach and/or coach all three of my children.

My teaching and coaching experiences have been so fuffilling for me that it is
very difficult for me to single out a greatest contribution or accomplishment. | feel
that whether | have made any significant impact in education should be left up to
the judgment of my peers and the perception of my students and players.
However, | am particularly proud when a student or player comes up to me after
graduation and gives me a big hug and says "Thank you for being my teacher."
There is nothing more rewarding.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

Include information regarding your educational preparation,
professional association memberships, offices held, training
undertaken, professional training conducted, membership on
professional task forces and committees, professional awards and
recognitions and other relevant activities.

My post-secondary education consists of a BS degree in Physical Education,
English, and Science from Western Kentucky University in January 1961 and
participating in three years of college baseball on an athletic scholarship. | also
completed my MA in counseling at Western Kentucky University in 1879 and a
Rank | in education in 1984 also from Western. | have been a member of the
National Council of the Teachers of English as well as being a member of NEA,
KEA, and EEA throughout my professional career. In baseball, | am a member
of the Kentucky High School Coaches Association (KHSCA) and the Kentucky
High School Baseball Coaches Association (KHSBCA). | was instrumental in
helping the KHSBCA get its start in 1983 and served as its secretary for the first
four years.

[ was the chairman of the Elizabethtown High School English Department, the
Writing Component Manager for our schools' Transformation Plan, and the
school sponsor for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

| was awarded the "Big E" award in the 1980's for my work in the classroom and
in coaching, and have been selected as Kentucky Baseball Coach of the Year
four times, becoming the United States Southern Region Coach of the Year in
1982. | was elected to the KHSBCAs' first Hall of Fame, to be inducted in
January 1998. | was also nominated as Teacher of the Year by the
Elizabethtown Jaycees in the early 1970's. '



PHILOSOPHY OF TEACHING

Describe your philosophy and beliefs about teaching. Highlight what
makes you an outstanding teacher, why teaching is a rewarding
profession, and the benefits to students having you as their teacher.

Every student is a unique individual with his or her own particular background.
This situation means that each student comes to us with very specific needs and
abilities. As teachers, we must access the needs and abilities of each individual
in order to know where each is in his/her educational development, and then we
must set realistic goals for each student to reach. Students tend to perform at
the level of expectations set for them, thus higher expectations result in bigger
performances. | try very hard to let each student know that | believe in his/her
ability. | also strive to treat each student fairly. Students must be treated
differently because of their varying needs and abilities.

Although | knew that my position required that | teach English and coach
baseball, | felt | had a more critical responsibility fo teach them proper values and
good character. The level of English knowledge and baseball understanding will
only determine how well he/she performs in an English related occupation or on
the baseball field in high school; whereas character traits will determine how well
he/she may be able to function in society as a whole. | spent an enormous
amount of fime talking "life" to my player/students. Teacher-student relationships
often involve situations where honesty and integrity are vitally important and |
made it crystal clear to my students what was necessary in order to function in
society today.

| believe that hard work and dedication are essential ingredients to success and
that generally there is no acceptable substitute for either of these. 1 strived to
demonstrate a work ethic both in the classroom and on the baseball field that
was a worthy model for my students and players to follow. | firmly believe the
most effective teaching is done by example whether it is in teaching English or in
coaching baseball. 1 also believe that whatever a person does, he/she should do
it to the best of his/her ability. Winners are those individuals who do their best at
whatever they attempt every time they attempt it.

Because of the way | approached my job, | hoped that students learned that
teaching was a profession to be proud of and a desirable career to consider for
themselves. | also hope my enthusiasm for teaching/coaching made it obvious to
my students/players that | was a teacher/coach because | loved my profession
and | was genuinely interested in their welfare and in their successes. My
philosophy is evident in William Shakespeare's quotes from "Hamlet", when he
states "What is a man *(human being), if his chief good and market of his time be
but to sleep and feed? A beast, no more." Another quote reads "What a piece of
work is a man *(human being)! How noble in reason! How infinite in faculty! In
form and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an angel! In
apprehension how like a god!

* parenthesis mine



| feel students benefited from having me as their teacher because | would strive
long and hard to make them see that they are more than mere "beasts", they are
"pieces of work...like gods." Education will accomplish this end, and | am always
there for them whether it is before school or after schoo!; | also encouraged
students to feel free to call me at home.

Many times the rewards are not as easily seen in the classroom as they are on
the baseball field because students often do not appreciate what they have been
taught until later in their lives. | have never had a student tell me my expectations
for them were too high. On the contrary, | have had many who have thanked me
for the hard work that was part of preparing them for college and/or life. These
instances made teaching a most rewarding and worthwhile profession.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Describe your involvement in community activities including volunteer
work, civic, business, religious, social, athletic, and other group
activities; and community awards and recognitions.

Much of my time outside of teaching and coaching is spent in Christian-related
activities through involvement in my church, Memorial United Methodist Church,
and the Emmaus Community. in my church, | have served as Sunday School
Superintendent, taught several different Sunday School classes from youth to
adult. | am also very involved in the Emmaus Community having served as Lay
Director on both the Chrysalis’s and Emmaus Walks as well as taking part on
several Emmaus and Chrysalis’s teams serving in different capacities and
serving on both boards. One of the very special opportunities | have had the.
privilege to be involved in is a Christian Prison Ministry, "Residents Encounter
Christ" (REC). In all of these activities | have always received much more than |
have given.

Other areas of community involvement include work on a mission trip to
Appalachia with the youth of my church, refereeing high school basketbali for
several years, and helping prepare and distribute food baskets for Helping Hand.
In addition, | have participated in two "Promise Keepers" gatherings, one in St.
Louis and one in Memphis. Along with these activities, | have led several
educational trips to Europe and Australia, taking students from Elizabethtown .
High School. Also, | have been very much involved in the "Salvation Army Bell
Ringing" fundraiser. | believe these activities keep me involved with my
community.
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July 29, 2007

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive ,
Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Dear Nomination Committee:

Wow! Where do I begin? What an honor and pleasure to write on behalf of Coach Ron
Myers for the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Of course it came as a shock when |
learned that he was not a member of this distinguished group, but maybe this year we can
all pull together and have this wonderful man elected into the Hall. :

I have known Coach Myers for thirty eight years, and what a Great Mentor he has been
for many students and athletes over five decades. Let me first start off with whata
fabulous English Teacher he was with the Elizabethtown Independent School System for
over thirty years. He challenged, motivated, disciplined, cared, organized and nurtured
thousands of students at Elizabethtown High School, and truly had an interest in the
students post High School Careers. Many of these fine traits carried over to his Baseball
Coaching Career where Coach Myers led the Elizabethtown Panthers to two State Titles
in 1970 and 1975. Along with the two State Titles, there were over twenty District Titles,
" and over fifteen Fifth Regional Baseball Titles.

As a 1975 Graduate of Elizabethtown High School, I worked with Coach Myers and the
Baseball Program as a student athletic trainer for five years and went on to Western
Kentucky University as a athletic student trainer. His organizational and discipline skills
assisted me in my career endeavors and I am finishing my 28™ year as a Senior Vice
President with First Federal Savings Bank, While with the bank, I have had time to coach
youth baseball in Elizabethtown over twenty years and was elected to the Elizabethtown
Area Baseball Hall of Fame in 2004. Many of the Coaching skills that I taught my kids
can be directly attributed to my time serving with Coach Myers. Two of the young men I
coached were my sons who went on to play for Coach Myers for 5 years each. My sons
do not talk about Championships they were a part of, but the steps and preparation it
took to become a Champion. My oldest son has his Rank I in education and is the Head
Golf Coach, and Assistant Softball Coach at North Hardin High School, where they
finished 3™ at the 2006 State Softball Tournament. The youngest son is an
Economics/Finance Major at Western Kentucky University and plans to get an MBA in
Sports Administration. The reason | mention my sons is that this is just two examples

of Coach Myers influence on young men. Also, his faith in his Lord and Savoir, Jesus
Christ, and being a member of Memorial United Methodist Church for over 40 years
taught him to have patience and understanding with his baliplayers and his team.



Finally, in watching the Major League Baseball Hall of Inductions today, Cal Ripken
mentioned that if you take care of the little things you don’t have to worry about the big
things. Well, Coach Myers took care of the little things in his coaching carcer, and now
we can step up to the plate and take care of the big thing, which is electing Coach Myers
to the Hall of Fame.

Thank you so much for your consideration and time in your decision making process, and
I know Coach Myers will be both Humbled and Honored to be a member of your

distinguished Hall of Fame. Also, you will be greatly honored to have a man of this
Character and Ability as a member of your Hall.

Sincerely,

%/W

Alan R. Howell



ELIZABETHTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

Panther Lane, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701 (270) 769-3381
Phone: (270) 769-3381 Fax: (270) 769-2539

Nate Huggins, Principal

Lisa Mudd, Counselor _ Doug Barnes, Dean of Students
Melissa Butler, Counselor , Athletic Director
July 30%, 2007

Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Coach Ronnie Myers Dawahares /KHSAA Hall
of Fame ‘

To Whom It May Concern: It is with great pleasure I submit this letter of
recommendation for Coach Ronnie Myers to be inducted in the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall
of Fame. Ihad the pleasure of attending Elizabethtown city schools for eleven years. In
August 1963 our family was stationed in Butzbach Germany. After six months in
country my father passed away of a heart attack at the age of 43 leaving my mother alone
to raise six school age children. We returned back to Elizabethtown to live and our
residence was close to Coach Myers. As a young adolescent I walked down many roads
that placed me in harms way. This all changed when Coach Ronnie Myers came into my
life at age eleven and I thank god that he is still in my life today.

I can honestly say that my success in the military and in the education profession are

largely due to Coach Myers® influence, direction, caring, and the motivation to work hard

in everything I did as a young adult. I can still hear him say, “Huggins you must be

dedicated to what you believe in and always do your very best”. ~

Words can not express my thanks to what Coach Ronnie Myers has done for me.
Hopefully the life lessons I have learned from this distinguished man will continue to
guide and direct me each and every day of my life. I without reservation recommend
Coach Ronnie Myers as a new inductee into the Dawahares / KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Respectfully,

athan Huggins
Principal EHS
LTC ® US Army

Elizabethtown Independent Schools



Dear Hall of Fame Selection Committee:

1 would like to recommend that Coach Ronnie Myers be inducted into the Dawahares KHSAA Athletic
- Hall of Fame. While there are many reasons why Coach Myers is deserving of this honor, his ability
to teach the game of baseball, outstanding accomplishments, and personal character are most obvious.

Coach Myers believed strongly in teaching the game, not just coaching. He was the best teacher I ever
had, even though I never had the privilege of being a student in his classroom. He made sure that
every player knew and understood his role. While I was not a star player, I knew my role and he made
me realize how important I was as a contributer to the team. In 1984 in the finals of the Semi-State [
was called in to get our team out of an extra-inning, bases loaded situation. Coach had always told us
“You never know when you may be called upon but always be ready”. He had a great way of letting
his players know that he had the utmost confidence in them, regardless of the situation. When I came
into the game he simply handed me the ball and said “Bow your neck™. I knew with this that he
thought I could get us back to the dugout without any more damage being done and it gave me the
confidence I needed. Three pitches later the inning was over and we went on to win the Semi-State
that year. This is just one of many different ways that Coach Myers expressed conﬁdence in and
motivated his players to be the best they could be, regardless of their role.

Coach Myers is a winner. He won over 700 games in over 30 years of coaching. During that time he
won 20 district titles, 18 region titles, 5 Semi-States, and 2 State Championships. He was not a “one
hit wonder” — he withstood the test of time. He could coach talented players and develop young teams
into region champions.

While all the wins and titles certainly make Coach a great candidate for the Hall of Fame, what is more
important is his character. Winning was always important but not most important. He taught us to
represent our parents, school and team with pride. How we conducted ourselves during the battle was
always of utmost importance to Coach Myers. You always knew where you stood with Coach and if
you did make a mistake off the field he would treat you with respect, but you would be held
accountable for your actions. I always thought of Coach Myers as my second Dad because of the great
deal of respect I had for the man, not just the coach, Having become a coach myself, albeit not a
baseball coach, there are often times when I find myself thinking “how would Coach Myers handle
this”. He has made an impact on my life as a player, teacher, coach, husband, and father.

I hope you will elect Coach Ronnie Myers as a member of the Hall of Fame because not only did he
win many titles, he did so with dignity and class.

Sincerely,

(9 T

/JJ\JMW ' A & §
Tim Mudd

Former Elizabethtown High School Baseball player
Current Elizabethtown High School Head Girls Basketball Coach
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Mayor P. O. BOX 530
CITY HALL, 111 WEST DIXIE AVENUE
FLIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY 42701

502/765.6121

June 11, 1975

Mr, Ronald Myers
105 Westwood Drive
Elizabethtown, Kentucky &2701

Dear Mr, Myers:

The City Council and I send our congratulations to you
upon winning the State High School Baseball Championship at
Morehead last week.

We are proud of you and commend you for the fine sporis-
manship displayed by you duving this past extremely successful
SEa50T,

o

(ww\iincereiy, , '
AMES R, PRITCHARD

\\\hm///z/’Mayor
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Mayor P. O. BOX 550
CITY HALL, 111 WEST DIXIE AVENUE
ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY 42701
502/765-6121
May 27, 1977

Mr, Ronald Myers
105 Westwood Drive
Elizabethtown, Kentucky

Dear Ron:

It was my privilege and good fortume to watch beth of the
Elizabethtown victories over St, Xavier and Iroquois, Congratulations
on these important victories that stemmed not only from team play by
a fine group of young men, but alsoc sound coaching and excellent leader-
ship on your part,

As great as it is to win, its even more satisfying to see the type
leadership and character building exemplified by this team., Your
handling of the team under the stress that occurred in both games is
‘an example that neither the players or spectators will forget, 1t
was good to see such a performance on the part of a coach and 1 know
that the teams reaction must have been and must still be a tremendous
satisfaction to you. Again, congratulations for a great job.,

Sincerely,
bh e J
%27 Z/%/ é’%«z’@

JAMES R, PRITCHARD
Mayor

. JRPswy



John Winston Nusz
18703 SW 93 Court / Miami, FI. 33157
(303) 256-9875 / Veice Mail (385) 256-7779
Evmail inusziifinewvorklife com
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May 11, 1999
Dearest Coach Myers,

‘ I’ve just heard the remarkable news of your pending retirement and had to sit and
- write to you. As our lives move through the different stages, it’s important to know that
we’ve made a difference in people’s lives. And in your case I'm sure that you’ve made a
big difference in a lot of our lives. I'd like to take a moment and thank you in the best
way that I possibly can.

WOW, where has time gone? It’s been over 20 years since I locked at you in the
parking lot in Owensboro and cried because I had realized that T wonld be taking the E
off my chest for the very last time. You were there for me then and many times that you
never even knew about. I so locked up and admired you. You were one of the most
important role models in my life. And now you look at taking the E off your chest for the
last time. It won’t be easy, just be proud that you have had the support and health to make
a difference in so many lives. :

Watching my daughter start third base this year (her sophomore) on her fast pitch
high school team brought back so many memories of the good time that we had together.
The long rides and the stories of previous E’town hero’s were always a joy to hear. You
know the old saying that you can take the boy out of the country but you can’t take the
country out of the boy? Well, its’ so true. And you are a major part of that to many, many
E’town boys,

There is no other way to say it, other than THANKS COACH for being vou and
being there for all of us. '

. My blessings to you and your family. Godspeed to you. .. -
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