


Career Profile
John A. Snowden

Winchester High School in 1946

Graduated Cedarville College, 1951

Overall record -~ 119 wins and 65 losses over 18 years

Average 6.6 wins and 3.6 losses per year

Head Football Coach - Madison High School 1953-1957

Won Central Kentucky Conference - 1957 |

Head Football Coach Versailles High School 1958-1962

Won Central Kentucky Conference - 1961

Coached the Class A State Football Champions - 1962

State Football Coach of the Year - 1962

Head Football Coach - East team - East-West All-Star Game 1963
Head Football Coach - Lafayette High School 1963-1966

Head Football Coach - Woodford County High School 1966-1969
Six players played Division IA football in college

Six players played Division JAA football in college

"One player played professional football

He and other state champion football coaches were recently honored
with plagues at the state football championships



February 7, 2001

The Board of Control
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Committee Members:

It is my sincere honor to place the name of John A. Snowden into nomination for
membership in the KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Coach Snowden had a very distinguished career over eighteen (18) years as a high school
football coach. He coached at four different schools and amassed a record of 119 wins
and 65 losses. In 1962 his team won the Class A State Championship at Versailles High
School. In 1963 he was the head coach of the East team in the East-West All-Star Game.

I first met Coach Snowden in 1966 when I came to Woodford County High School as
assistant football coach and head wrestling coach. I had ample oppertunity to evaluate
his work and his relationships with athletes, coaches, officials, and fans. I can assure you
that after thirty-five (35) years I continue to be most impressed by this remarkable coach
and gentieman. He is one of the most knowledgeable and professional coaches I have
known.

Coach Snowden is a wonderful Christian man who has been a member of the same church
for forty-three years. In the years that we worked together I can recall numerous
occasions when players would approach him and ask if they could attend church with
him and his family. That is the finest tribute I can think of from a player to his coach.

I know that you will have a number of qualified candidates for induction. However, it is
my professional opinion that none will be more qualified than Coach Snowden. Those
who have been associated with him over the years hold him in the highest regard. His
ability as a coach, his relationships with athletes, officials, fans, and fellow coaches, and
his professional character were of the highest caliber.

Those of us who have been associated with Coach Snowden through the years sincerely
believe that the time is right for him to take his rightful place with this distinguished
group of Kentucky sports figures. I make this recommendation without reservation and
strongly urge you to honor him with induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. I truly
believe that you could not honor a more worthy or deserving sports figure.

Sincerely,

Dol D 1bines

Jack D. Cline

Manager, KHSAA State Wrestling Tournament
Member, KHSAA Wrestling Committee
Member, KHSAA Hall of Fame



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OFFICE OF MAJORITY WHIP

February 28, 2001

The Board of Control

- Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Committee Members:

It is my genuine‘ pleasure and a privilege to join with others in nominating and
recommending John A. Snowden for induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame.

I am sure you will review his record as a coach and recognize that, standing alone,
it meets Hall of Fame standards - but it does not tell the full story of Coach Snowden's
achievements.

Coach Snowden's win-loss record, while evidence of coaching skills does not
portray those achievements which, I believe, should also be considered in Hall of Fame
selections--such things as personal integrity, loyalty and respect of his teams, and his
positive, lasting influence on players, students and community.

As a former player, I know firsthand that Coach Snowden excelled at getting our
team to reach its potential and, more importantly, he provided a role mode! which inspired
us to achieve our individual potential long after we left high school.

Coach Snowden is worthy of this honor (as are the other nominées, I'm sure) but I
know of no other more deserving of this recognition. I strongly encourage you to enhance
the KHSAA's Hall of Fame by selecting John A. Snowden for induction.

Sincerely,

Joe Barrows
House Majority Whip

JOE BARROWS » STATE REPRESENTATIVE ¢ FAYETTE, FRANKLIN, & WOODFORD COUNTIES
ROOM 308 CAPITOL ANNEX, FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 PHONE (502) 564-7756
REBECCA R. BARNES - STAFF COUNSEL ANNE ROGERS - ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.



March 2, 2001
MEMORANDUM

TO: Commissioner
KY High School Athletic Association
Lexington, KY

SUBJECT: Hall of Fame Nomination
Dear Commissioner,

The intent of this letter is to endorse the nomination of John A. Snowden
for membership into the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame.

I had an invaluable opportunity to serve as teacher and Assistant Football
Coach under John Snowden at Woodford County High School (WCHS) from July
1966 to June 1968. | taught physical education to grades 1-8 by traveling
throughout the county to Millville, Mortensville and Nonesuch elementary schools
on a prescribed schedule during the regular school day and drove to WCHS for
my football coaching duties, which were conducted after the school day. These
duties were very demanding for a rookie just out of college! Coach Snowden
was a super mentor and role model for me during this difficuit period; he always
provided sound advice that | continue to use today.

Coach Snowden was a teacher and coach of tremendous character which
was apparent by his daily conduct of business, but more importantly, during
periods of extreme pressure or during the heat of athletic competition. | never
saw Coach Snowden loose control of himself in front of the public, his players or
parents to cause embarrassment for his school or community. | am extremely
proud to say that | have never heard Coach Snowden say a single curse word.
He is a true sportsman who leads by example.

In addition to his outstanding character, Coach Snowden was an
extremely technically competent professional in the classroom as well as on the
athletic field. He had a tremendous understanding of the game of football and
the ability to keep the opposition off balance even in the face of superior talent,
which allowed his team the edge they needed to win, He was always so well
prepared on game day and in the classroom that you never had to worry about
anything except doing your best and having fun. Today, this is a lost art among
coaches and teachers across this country.

* [ 'hold the highest regard for Coach John Snowden’s personal character,
teaching ability, coaching competency and his outstanding record during his
career. Itis an honor for me to have the opportunity to endorse the nomination
for John Snowden into the Hall of Fame. '

Z2C
Elmo C. Head, Director
KYNG Youth ChalleNGe Program



George Withers 3470 Troy Pike

Versailles, Ky 40383
859/873-8206 859/221-2899

March 2, 2001

The Board of Control
Kentucky High School Association
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Ky. 40505

Dear Committee Members:

This letter is to support the nomination of John A. Snowden for membership in the
KHSAA Hall of Fame. It is indeed my honor and privilege to write this letter in support
of a fine honorable gentleman who has meant so much to so many young people over the
past years.

I was fortunate enough to have played football for Coach Snowden for five years
while attending Versailles High School. During that period of time Versailles went from
winning one game to winning the State Class A Championship. Through Coach
Snowden’s guidance, I was able to personally win many honors including Prep All
American and obtain a scholarship to play football for the University of Kentucky. All of
this would not have been possible without the guidance of a fine coach, gentleman, and
most of all friend in John Snowden.

My testimony is only one of hundreds of lives that John Snowden has touched
during his career as a football coach. I truly believe that John Snowden is certainly worthy
of membership in the KHSAA Hall of Fame, not only because of his accomplishments but
because of his character and his leadership that he has demonstrated in his life.

Sincerely,

N O

George Withers



TO: THE WINNER .0 Versmlies coach john Snowden, flanked by two
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Snowden, aiter @ S
juries; ‘must depend on a.small
group -of boys to”carry-most of
ithe responsibility. On- the other
hand West:Coach Fleming Thorn-
fon plans | to plamon at mne p051~
tions,.” =‘;;,
Given only a slight chanoe lo
play in the game's 12th refewal]
are Bast stars Sammy. Burke of
Danville':-and - John ~*Ratliff lof}
Pikeville,” Floyd Hatfield Bel-
fry, alsoahurt, ;NAY - 5ee SOl
serve quarterback duty. He was
injured £ ix- Monday . ,,afternoons
practice - session a

Burke, a hard—run'ni'ng halfback
and . defensive demmon,  dislocated
his shoulder and is given only an
outside . chance of . playing.~Rate
lief, another halfback, - hurt : his
foot and JS ngen less chance than
Burke. .

With two halfbacks on the cas-
ualty list, Snowden was forced to
switch Burke’s high school team-
mate. Johony Jackson from fulls
back to halfback, “Our line looks
reasonably strong, "fhough,™
Snowden said, looking for reason
to smile.  ® tsed

Probable offensive: starters m
the- East line are. John Stafford
iof Ashland and Don Phipps of
Elkhorp City at ends; Jack Flaig
of Highlands at one tackle slot
!with gither Conley Congleton of

“Bruee McBri
qheibyvﬂie anning the other
spoti - Ofville Roof. of Corbin. and
Georgé Withers ‘of Versallles are
scheduled as starting guards.with|
Jack ‘Pierce. of Lynch East Mam

Hlat cemter:.- - A

J\ Snewden indicated his start-

quariethack ‘woild he John g
ny Cain - of - Cumberland - with
the fullback fohs going-te. Henry |
.Clay’s Larry Crane: Ken Alex-,

e-] -ander: of Highlands™ juins Jack-‘

son at halfback.

“The  big ; problem confronting
Snowcten and’ * assistant * Owen
‘Hauck are stopping the - West's
probable pass. attack. Me. Ster-
Lng’s | talented David Ishmael,
Statford.. and Scotty Russell -of
Corbin will hold down key, posi-
tions . in the 'defensive” backfield
- The -. West’s" Thointon, . soft-
spoken’ Hopkmsvﬂle coach, “indi-
cated be would depend on mas-

sive Mauvice Moorman snd Calde||

well Countian Ed Settle to play

both offense and defense, Also,}
Joe David Smith of Mayfxeld ajl
= spuarterback, ‘may: see:, duty on'*,

holt sides.’

Seitle apd Fulton’s Don Bur-
nette were named probable start-
ing ends, Moorman and Bowling

Green’s Elvis Doraldson will hotd
down the tackle slots while Trin-

Noyes was. lisvad éi center. .
Joinfng Smith fn ‘the” badkfle!d

will - be Dariny Tawson,” Shawnes, .

andABennie WcodrhIg of Sturﬂ:s

2

’I‘horntoui' whas ..
quartetback streugth
Henry. of - Malé, and. John. Coving-
ton ".of Fulton.' Henty ‘will prob-
|ably. seé parial duty .when thi
West is on the ground and on
short - pass plays. Covmgton is
S)the "homc Tun”. pass. piteher. .
The West wiﬂ ‘practice. this
afternéon. at while the Bast
will ;again dmll from 9 to i1 in
the ‘moreing and 2 to
afternoon o
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We, the undersigned citizens of Versailles and Woodford County, do
hereby support the nomination of Coach John A. Snowden for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame
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We, the undersigned citizens of Versailles and Woodford County, do hereby support the nomination of
Coach John A. Snowden for induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame,
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We, the undersigned citizens of Versailles and Woodford County, do
hereby support the nomination of Coach John A. Snowden for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame.
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We, the undersigned citizens of Versailles and Woodford County, do
hereby support the nomination of Coach John A. Snowden for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame
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