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September 19, 2011

Mr. Julian Tackett, Commissioner
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Dr

Lexington, KY 40505-4808

Dear Commissioner,

The purpose of this letter is to nominate Claude Sullivan to the Kentucky High School
Sports Hall of Fame.

Claude had an outstanding career as the greatest Kentucky Sportscaster of his time. He
was known not only for the UK Standard Oil Network, but for broadcasting the high
school games on WVLK radio as well. He began announcing high school sports in 1947
when he broadcasted all the games of the Sweet Sixteen. He continued broadcasting
high school sports until 1966 (both football and basketball), when he became ill with
cancer. He died in 1967.

| can personally attest to his enthusiasm and enjoyment of broadcasting high school
sports, as | worked with him on many occasions. What he did to carry on a back
breaking schedule to promote high school sports has never been equaled since his
passing.

Claude is in every way worthy of a position in the Sports Hall of Fame in Kentucky. |
would deeply appreciate your consideration of this nomination.

Thank you, *
oy
(‘\]rm

-~ W, James Host
Chairman and CEO
iHigh.com, Inc

325 West Main Street, Suite 300 « Lexington, Kentucky 40507
Tel (859) 514-3839 « Fax (859) 514-8137
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Hall Of Fame 2011 Submittal

Claude H. Sullivan, Sportscaster

Claude’s High School Sportscasting Career

The highlights of Claude’s short 19 year career are summarized by many
accomplishments in the field of Sportscasting. Claude began broadcasting high school
sports of his Winchester High team in 1942 when an injury kept him from continuing as
captain of his team. He broadcast from the PA system and after graduation moved to
Ashland Kentucky where he began a broadcasting and quickly moved to Louisville and
WAVE.

By 1947 Claude had broadcasted his first KHSAA tournament from the Guard Armory in
Louisville. We have two tape recordings that have been preserved of the classic Carr
Creek victory over Covington Holmes in the Semi Finals in 1948 and then a Regional
final in Ashland with Winchester and Ashland in 1950. T have digital recordings
available for the KHSAA museum as well an every state tournament program he did from
1947-1964 with the brackets and scores filled in!

Claude went on to broadcast until 1966 every single game of every state tournament. His
love for high school basketball and football would continue even through he was
broadcasting the Cincinnati Reds baseball.

Career Accomplishments:

* (Claude announced the Kentucky State High School Basketball Tournament from
1947-1966.

* Claude was in the first class to be voted into the University of Kentucky Athletic Hall
of Fame in the fall of 2006.

* Earlier in 2006 Claude was inducted into the Kentucky Journalist Hall of Fame and
with ceremonies on April 11, 2006.

* National Broadcasters Association Sportscaster of the year for Kentucky eight
consecutive years from the initial award in 1959 until 1966 as the outstanding
sportscaster in Kentucky. In 1960 he was a finalist for the national award that went to
Hall of Famer, Lindsey Nelson.

e April 12, 1975 Claude was inducted into the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame in the
same induction class with such notables as Paul Hornung, and Don Shula.

* In 1967 Claude was awarded the “Golden Mic Award” by the Kentucky Broadcasters
Association for outstanding service to Kentucky Broadcasting.



¢ He began the Standard Oil Sports Network consists of 17 stations from 1952 through
1967.

* In 1960 at the age of 35 he announced his 500™ game of Kentucky Basketball and
football. He announced the games from the 1948 Championship team to the 1966
Rupp’s Runts.

¢ He announced the Cincinnati Reds Games from 1963 until his death in 1967.

* He announced the Keeneland feature race from 1949 to 1966.

*  One of his most proud accomplishments were his overseas travels and taking the first
tour group to Russia during the “cold war” in 1956 and returning in 1957.

The following is an excerpt from the book I am writing for University Press of Kentucky
called, “The Best Seat in the House ~with Claude Sullivan”,

“Claude began the High School Basketball State Tournament in 1947 the year he began
his call of the UK basketball and football games. He saved all the programs and kept the
brackets filled out with the scores of the games.

We also know that in March of 1948 Claude recorded a landmark game between the tiny
mountain school of Carr Creek against northern Kentucky powerhouse, Covington
Holmes. This was the earliest recording of any sports contest, although we know Claude
broadcast the 1947 state basketball tournament from the Louisville National Guard
Armory over WKLX.

That championship game in 1947 was also Claude’s last day at the WKLX mike as his
notes indicated that he left WKLX for WZIP in Covington where he broadcast the
Covington Holmes game against Carr Creek the next year. We have his closing notes
from the 1947 state tournament, as well as game the program with the “brackets” filled
out with the scores of all the games documented.

Not only did Claude broadcast each high school tournament, he did all the games
himself! Without a doubt, it was high school athletics that was most instrumental in
molding Claude’s broadcasting career as he played, was injured and had a new career in
broadcasting due to his association with high school sports. He never stopped giving
back to high school sports and that is one of the threads that weaves throughout his
career.

Claude always kept his commitment and dedication to high school sports, partly due to
his career being cut short by injury in high school. T believe that Claude felt that high
school sports gave him his start in broadcasting and he always kept that connection
throughout his career. Claude announced the high school games with Ted Grizzard for
years, and never tired of the grind.



High School Basketball State Tournament

Claude broadcast his first high school tournament game in 1947 in Louisville at the
Jetferson County Armory. The sponsor of the broadcasts in 1947 was Purcell’s’
Department Store in Lexington touting a total of 225 employees! Ted Grizzard also was
sponsored by Dixie Ice Cream and Kerns Bread in later broadcasts.

Claude’s first game in the 1947 tournament was won by Maysville over the Brewers 54-
50. Claude’s Alma matter, Winchester High (now known as George Rogers Clark) was
defeated in the second round of play by Owensboro 61-43. The Clark County team
would go on to defeat Cuba in the finals to capture the 1951 State Tournament. Claude
was announcing a UK game at that time and Ted sent him a telegram about the victory.

In 1967, the year Claude died, he had scheduled 30 high school games that he produced
on the Standard Oil Sports Network, and he announced most of the games. Jim Host was
hired by Claude to do some of the games that year as his illness progressed and his voice
became ineffective.

In addition to the 24 high school games were 5 Transylvania University games, and a
game between Georgetown College and Eastern Kentucky! Claude certainly was busy
and he enjoyed his work.... but he never tired of high school sports.”



October 23, 2011

Mr. Julian Tackett, Commissioner
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Dr.

Lexington, KY 40505-4808

RE:

Hall Of Fame KHSAA
Nominee Sportscaster: Claude H. Sullivan 1924-1967

Dear Commissioner:

I have attached the application for the Dawhares/KHSAA Hall Of Fame and have
included the following in this submittal.

A letter of nomination by Jim Host of iHigh.com, Inc and former CEO of Host
Communications.

Graphics from Claude’s high school sportscasting days 1947-1966.

Copy of an article Billy Reed wrote about Claude’s high school and NCAA
dedication.

‘Program copy of 1947 11t regional at Alumni Gym, Lexington

A summary of Claude’s accomplishments including an excerpt from the
upcoming book entitled, “The Best Seat in the House with Claude Sullivan.”

Claude was dedicated to high school sports throughout his career and never tired of
doing the regular season games as well as the state tournament.

Please give this application your serious consideration, his family, friends and fans
would be most appreciative!

1005 Belmont Park Drive
Union, Kentucky 41091

859-437-5010 Cell



Official Program

Every Exciting Minute of
The Kentucky State High
School Baskethall Tournament
will be heard live on WVLK.
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Top Left: KSHSAA Program from 1947 Claude’s first for WKLX

Top Center: Alyce Sullivan and Nell Ferrell at KSHAA Tour-

nament 1960 Right Top: WVLK High School Add and Bottom

Right: WKLX add for Winchester and Clark Co games Claude

was following...
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Claude Sullivan: Photos & Memorabilia
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