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‘Foster Story’ cast members
make 1,500 performance club

This year marks the 18th
season for six cast members of
The Stephen Foster Story.

Veterans of the 1,500 per-
formance club are: Jim Bar-
nard, David Hedrick, Sharon
and David Brown, Bill Murt-
land and Wilma Wilson.
Orville Williams, also a mem-
ber of the 1,500 performance
club, is in his 20th seasen,

Jim Barnard of Elizabeth-
town, plays Dudley Morton,
Stephen Foster’s rival for the
hand of Jane McDowell, A
middie school music teacher,
Barnard is co—founder and the
divector of the Elizabethtown'
Baroque Ensemble.

William B. Foster is played
by David Hedrick, Empleyed
by the Shelby County Board of
Education, Hedrick is a pub-
lished arranger, has soloed
with and arranged music for
the Lexington Singers, and so-
loed with mermbers of the Dal-
las Sympheny and Lexington
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Sharon Lawrence Brown is
on the music faculty at Indi-
ana  University southeast,
whare she ieaches voice and is
conductor of the concert choir.
Brown performs in the role of
Rebecea Rowan.

Musgical  director David
Brown is in his sixth year as
conductor, although he has
been; both a performer and/or
conductor, Since 1978, he has
been the chairman of the Cho-
ral Misic Department of the
Youth Performing ArtsSchool,

and also serves as the director
of music at 5t. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church in Louisville.

Henry Kileber, Stephen Fos-
ter’s music teacher and friend,
is played by Bill Murtland, He
has performed in and chore-
ographed shows for the Came-
lot Dinner Theatre, Weirton,
W.Va., and taunght dance at
the University of Steubenville.
He was an original cast mem-
ber of Chinese Boxes at Town-
gate Theatre in Wheeling,
WYVA,

Orville Wiiliams can be seen
as Gottlieb Igoe, a Pittsburgh
businessman interested in
making lots of  money.

These Stepher Foster Story performers are members of the 1,500 perfor
mance club. In the front row are: Wilma Wilsor and Sharon Lawren
Brown. In the second row are: Orville (Bud) Williams Jr., Bill Murtlan
David Hedrick, Jim Barnard and David Brown. * .

Williams attended Carnegie
Institute in Pittshurgh, and
Tarkio College in Tarkio, Mo.
since 1957, he has lYved in
Louisville and taught history

‘at Seneca High School, where

he also serves as senior play

‘music director and wrestling.

coach. At present, he is minis-
ter of music at First Baptist
Church in New Albany, Ind.
Mattie MeDowell is  once
again played by Wilma Wilson.

A former member of the Louis-..

-plays nightly except Monda;

lan/McGraw Hill Publishing
Co,
The Stephen Foster Story

ets are $9 for adults and $5 fo
children- 12 and under. Group
reservations are also available
For more information call 348—
5971, e '




-HIGH SCHOOL
LOWDOWN

* It may net be toe tactful to compare
ne growth of High school wrestling in
Kentucky with Orville Williams® waistline
but the temptation to make the ‘eompari-
* Fprni is almost £00 muek 6 resist.
# Williams could be legitimately titled
“Mr, Wrestling” in Xentucky for the pa.l:t
he has played in building i from a
,starvelmg ten years ago to 2 healthy child
"that is cutgrowing ifs present home. Wil-
jams was the *lghtest man on the team”
4t 170 pounds when he played football
&b Tarkio, Mé:, College, That was 15 years
agu and 70 poum‘ls ago.

i “When we first started the wrestlmg-
itournament it was an.invitational affair -
© &nd ere weré soinelhing like seven '

i _schools represented, as I recall,” Williams
shid, yesterday. “It was fwo years beforg
the Ken cky thictic "As

b2 kids m the state meet this weekend
and there were more than 50 wrestling
teams. We've got fo find new quarters
_for the state meet next year.”

- Williams will be wearing two hats when

.the 11th anniia] state meet hegms at 8:30

'tomerrpw morning at Seneca High, Fifst,
ke is serving-as-the meet manager, -ard
a§ coach of the Seneca entry, he has one
of the top greups in the competition, His
Redskin rassters won six of the 12 weight

§pn County regional meet s well ag win-
héng the tean title.

a4 Willtams. had : done . some: wrestling in

. High scheol in.western Pennsylyania when

en Farmer, then Senaca prmmpal sent’

t an SOS for a wresthng coach in 1963,
ome of the kids at Seneca had consing
.\rvho were wrestling at New Albany High
-Hehool and wondered why Séndca ‘conldn't

have a team. When Mr, Farmer found out -
Ii had some experience, -F was it. In |
Hennsylvama wrestling outdraws - high!
nchool hasketball, that’s how popular it

ﬁWllllams who has served as chairman
gl the KHSAA wrestimg committes, for
many years, derives great ° Satisfactmn,
ﬁt‘ﬁm wrestling -for one particular reason, |

SYou can take almost'any Xid .and make
‘& wrestier of him. if he. works- at it,” he

pomted out: “You .donlt need tg be- tan_

.85 in basketball or physically big as in

football. You_can wrestle even with a
,}nandmap MMI had a boy one year who |

"+ Wrestled with a bracé-on one-legihhe had
T ad‘%oho as a youdigster. And we wera
ournament ir Indiana a couple of

" years ago where a boy with.only one leg,

stled.”

Jwrestling was-third in revenue-produded:
Wy KHSAA sports last year, HOniy- bas-.

" Ketball and football produced | mars,

ioney for the XHSAA;” "he ‘noted. “It
ost the assoclation only $213.98 io put
' #n the regional and state tournaments
Tast year.” By centrast, the KHSAA paid
hut $20,080.71 for the state track meef
“4nd $5,205.22 for the baseball tourna.
went, The state tenhis meet - cost
$4,542.43, the state swimming mesei $5,-
105.44 and the state oross- cuuntry meet
o $2,905.43,

1
Now tHere'll he.

: Williams s quztk to point out that’

= “We've going Lo have to fmd another

by ;ohnny carrico

where,” Williams said. “Convention Cen- -

-ter costs too much, Mayhe Bellarmme
would be avallaple” . -

. Three defending- state - champlons will.-
“be trymg far; repaats—Flaget’s Ghester
" Massie In" the 13- pound’ elass, Pt Carnp
“bell’s Alan Boyd in the 118:pound divi-
.slon and Waggener’s Arthur ' Noonan.

The latter won at 185 pounds last year

. ORVILLE
"WILLIAMS

| Bags 102 Wds”

but is competmg in the 167 pound class
thu; year.
" Eliminations for the 192 enfrapts who

won their' way into the state meet with

first or second place regiomal finishes

will begin at 9:30 am. tomurrnw and comn-,
‘tinye: with an evening ‘session at 7:30.
divisions in last week’s Central-JTeffer- -

Sethtfinals will: hegin -at 9:30 -a:m. ' Satur-
day, the consolation at 6:30 p.m. and the
fmals at g p m,

‘_il-{ardi : mv—g ‘th Hardm, lF?ﬂ—Wundfurd Ccuniv,

.game edge over the Times panel 0T pick
Aing high school basketball: games. Dr, Lit-

‘.'plckers ‘wor't -gain any - ground - in- to

‘ca (8 pm.), The tht'atmgs pick Eastern
.- (ratihg of 803) oves Seneea (70. 5)- by
ten points. The Times, gives Eastern a
i point edcfe o } '+

" will compete. PR
o ’ ':team to go -with iie fine freshman- team

coach Dan King is quzck tﬂ point out, -
" -gtarters are Mark Kemper Rick Hayden,

'Selent, who also doubles with the fredk-

o
~h.

i Senecd's Wllhams helpmg make
;f ‘high school wresﬂmg grow

plane for next. year bt T dor’t. know |

Prekus state champmns

1964—Ahrens: 1985 Ahrens; 1!66—-Ken¥uck\' Schaul
for the Biind: ‘967—Ne port Cathoiics  1948--Norih-

97T, Lamp:

W1th the season fast appmachmg “it.
conclusion, Dr, Litkeahous helds: - Four:

kenhous is averaging 853 with. 141

-, .eorrect . predictions in 177 tries. The
- Timeg Consensus weighs in at 7'74

iit.
ies

ting ‘on 137 of 177 forecasts. The -

mghts oaly game, Eastesn High at-Sehe.

Bishop Dav1d has A tnp noteh Jayvoe

- “Theyre 13-3.now,” King.moted. The
Tony. Simpson, Kevin Shircliff-and. -Mark-

men, . . Former-Atherton tackle Scotf

. Duke has trapsferred from Alabama to
‘Kentueky, where he:ls hemg converted
‘to an affenslve guard . Ballard losta
Airgtrate swimmer for thie - state - meet
-when Nancy Nesbitt ran into a wall while
-practicing with the 880-yard: relay. team:
For.the’ Masvalxon Ga.mes and bmke
. awrlst -
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Boy!e County’s Denny Belcher has- the upper hand on Chris Heavrr:a of
St Xovier in their flrs? reund mateh in the Kem‘uc:ky Stu'i‘e hlgh Schooi

Sﬁ'@%@

By BOB WHITE

Conrlar-Journal & Times Staff Weiter

The format for the State High Schoo
Wrestling Tonrnament may change hoe
.fore the 1980 meet gets under. Way,
ville Williams said yesterday while
overseeing the 16th annual affair at
Athertuns gym, -

Wilhams the comch at Seneca since

958, is the tather of high school wres-
ting in Kentuecky. He helped start’ the
first state meet and he will havé a say
on what changes are made it any, for
next yesr. .

Up for ‘consideration by the wrestling
committee are two recommendations,

“0une suggestion is to have a 32-team
format 14 each weight division,” Wil-
liams sald. “That would double what we
havé now.”
N ‘Currentty, the winner and runner-up
froin each of the eight reglons advance
to the State Tournament, giving the
finglg a 164eam bracket in each of the
12 weight classes,
. *“We're taking a look.at several diffep-
ent formats for next year,” Williams

83did. “We could follow what Minnesota -

does. And that is to have the top two
teams from each region advance to the

state and wrestle other teams hegd-on.-
There would be a separate tournament -

for individuals and we would declare
both team and individual chbampions.

“Each team wounld bring 15 kids and
‘we would gat a frue team champion this
way,” Williams said.

Expanding the State Tournament has
its drawbacks, though.

“There is no high school gym in

lem. If we went to the Fairgrounds, they
“’would-charge a. large fee each day and

we can't afford that, . The - Broadbent ..

Arena there seats 8,0{4, bat there are
no dressmg facilities,

ave to g0'to a bigger gym,” Williams
Lsaid. “We'd need more than three mats.
‘You cam %ee we can’t get more than
three matg in here {at Atherton) unless
We pushed. back the stands.”. .
Then where would the people sit?
’ Altlmugh the' srfiow cut ‘down on the
crowd, there were around 2,000 fans at
Iast pight's quertérfinal session. The

Jétferson County that sedts 56,000 peo« !
ple,” Williams said. “That's our probe’

“If we,bring in more teams, we'd-

s s e e s L

h‘fEasfefﬁ, Boone Cot}nffy. early leaders

restin @ﬁéﬁd@é s eye expar

- attracted a full huuse c-f 2,500 the 1ast
{wo years.

Atherton charpers no ront for the two-
day tse of its gym. “Atherton makes its
moaey off the concession stands,” Wit
liams said.

A 3%ieem format or adoptmn of the
Minnesota plan would add an extra day
to the State Tournament schednle, “We
probably would start on Thursday
night,” Williams said. “Another thing we
have to look at is weight certification.
We have {o control that 50 that the kids
won't be abused.”

Another matter being comsidered is
clinics to {rain referses.

Unlike fans and participants at bas-
ketball games, wrestlers and their fans
dan’t yell at referees during matches,

“There are not as many &rm-chair
authorities in wrestling,”- Williams ‘said
‘with a grin, “As a whole, these are good
people to work with, —— tne cpaches, kids

" and parents.”

This is the 16th State Tournamertt

sanctioned by the Kentucky High School [
Athletic Association.” “We might have|;

had two tournamenis that weren't sanc-

tioned,” Williams said. "I've managed |

them all, bui Gene Minton (the Ather.
ton athletic director) and I co-manage it
now. It's gotten go hig. He& rums thel
buslvess end and I manage the floor.”

Wrestling' hﬂs grown during Wil!mm:;’
tenure.

PR

" Wrestling Tournament last night ot the Atherten
Heovrin won 8-2, then went on o win a quarte

“There we"re only seven teams in ihe

whale state when we had our first State’

Tournament,” Williams said, “Eentucky
Schont for The Rlingd way one of the
original schools. S0 were Seneca, Fern
Creek, Bardstown St Joe and MMI (Mil-

lersbu.rg Iilitary I.nstitute) I can’t re

member all ~even.
““But the tourhament was not sanc-
tioned by the state or the county,”

sald. “We called ourselves a wrestlmg'

ciub.”

Now, 49 high sehiools are represented -

at this year’s Staie Tournament, and
there .are 70 schools with wrestling
teams throughout the state,”

“We pick up a few and lose a few

‘each year,! Willlams said, “Male

dropped the sport this year, but Ather-
ton amd- Thomas Jefferson started

_teams.

- “We séem to be stuck around the 70
mark,” Wiiams said. “We can't get

-over the hump. But money is tight in

high school athletics right now. That’s
why there are not more teama”

The most ex|
“Taat one ¥ bou
33,200 seven ye:
r_‘gf_nu io tha
“That one in |

Ridge  Park's a

$5,000,” William
ours,”

Fastern, hopi
Hate champion
since Fern Cres
tournament witl
this morning’s s
and second-pla
points) advance
SEIis.

Trinity, with
Larry .Gibson n
win his quarter
Willis of Christic
place wiih 26.p
one point late

tied the match
" overtime, Trinit
unls for ihe sex










iqmm:_:n. w__.
with budget cuts
Bud Wiliams faces saying farewel
to sport he brought the county |

By JOYCE DEHLI = _ dribble it, they didn’t know anything
.Special Writer ) about it,” said Williams. "
‘ _ : ) “It was hard to get used to basket-

.éwmuoém..wcn..ﬁw:wmﬂmm?cm:m:mﬂ noa_amnnmmqmgﬂnmo_mm

rived at Seneca High School 23 years here. ' T
ago to teach history, there was Do “Now,. I live with: it.”

wrestling program. HHoEnsz,AS_:mnﬁ&oi nmnmm Em
It was a mgnw for the native of possibility “that, once again, there

vmuumv:qmn_m —- where, he said, wres- might not be wrestling in high §chools,

tling drew v_mmm.. .nwcﬂdm Ewn vmmwm? The Jefferson County Board of Edu-

ball. cation may” include ﬁn@aﬁum in. its

So he did moBmEEm ‘shout it. © athietic budget cuts..

Within two years, Williams' estab- * "~ But whatever happens, ‘Williams, 46, -
lished the first high' school wresiling won't be without things to do.
club in MQHHWH”OH. gﬁq . . ew:mam' ot Gmcm S, ém.ﬂmugﬂ. .HHN.H—,-

* is a world history_ teacher and chair-

. He -alsostarted:.the. monmnw i_.mm.‘
tling Invitational tournament. ; " : Bmmm of the social ma&mm depariment
e “ at Seneca:

. By 1964, that SE.u.mBmE:uma vm. . As such, Ew mnSmmm Em students to Foster's employer, a singing and act-
come the state wrestling champion- g5 as the Renaissance man did: “Di- _ing part he calls “a lot of fun.” ...
ship, and was being conducted by the . yersity your interests.”. < . .« . . "He also direcis the.chorus and: the

Kentucky m._mm School ‘Athletic Assock-’" "~ And he’s'a living example, vocals, for Seneca’s. senior o
Wm&‘ Nn.nw H:m ..‘ﬂﬁﬁw— fall. -

ation. : ._
“And ‘at’ lastmonth’s  state -tourna:” four children = ages 18 to 24 — work-" "And he is the minister of music:at: ; He isu’t bitter
ment, the .mmmoaﬁmou“ gave ,d\E_mBm. on m.gmq of. projects. . . A the First wmvﬂmﬁ QE-.Q- in New .Z.cm { bu wants ﬁo be, mE.m ‘mmwp.ﬁ_mn%nnw i
_ . Last summer. his son Bill _oEon Chimihys Ind. e TR P Ahi _ For example, ] wm sat
in Bardtown’s annual . production of - ‘Still wrestling is Em %mo_a interest.
* “The Steéphen Foster Story.” For eight” ~“It seems: like ‘no one’ knows ' if
: : aﬂ.?qcﬂnm ﬂa:.,.ummb;% be oum of Ea

ﬁognm. here’
in High’ mogoa __ooz.E

wmmaw. ‘Williams has portrayed mﬁnuwmu..

e ond elgeth:
grade: Pam Tanner, Who': J
O e rAarheg #all tha haect slghth-

me the pa w.m 1
mostly softball, but-a




i Wiil
bility " thay - 0
might riot be wrestling in
he Jefterss: ]

- cation _
athlett Bet cuts, 7
" Btit'wh‘étever happe;ns, Willjam,

..Won't, be witt_mut,__‘things; to do. )

Willlams, of 6308 8. Wattersgy Trail,

458 world history teacher ang chair-

man of the social_studles deparitmen;

at Seneeg, L e RATOR

" As such, he advigeg b Students 't
.as the issance man did: «p;.

Versify your Interestg » =7
And he's g 1y

- Willlamg, - hig

four chilc_lren.!-_—_. )

on°a variety of Projects,

« Last Summer his son Bill joineqd

County Boarg
de “wresti

VF.."" :
him .

: t bitt
;.dropped,‘:i but’

_ a

;- Self-discipline
- --For example i said; f

or injureq

e n g

d he "y ) ¢ 3y
‘people 8ppreciate ,the_-qua_lities it can

- develop Ir;;young’_’h_'eo_ e.

. “The Sport gives the ‘little i “a
chance, " R T
"Take a kig Who weighs gg
not any ro

in-a young man.”
. you're tireq
there’s fo one to Feplace

3

Sort of like ‘Wrestling coaches,

- Complete
Pho ographic
| Ropalr_Sorvlce '
Authorized Polaroid. .
' Repalr .

e
Sure

to' 126 ]

. Onway.
, 45-16; Fro :
A ;

Your economy yehicre
-The Courfer-journg; and The
_Louisyiﬂ_e__,‘l'imes can help yoy
“8ave time and money.- Shop
apers for hig say-_

- e .wnui'ilct',-@ohmal "

he Loutsville Times
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Seneca
Theatre
Arts

presents

Orville "Bud” Williams Performance Center
Seneca High School -

Tickets $10.00 Studen'rs $5.00

For Information and Reservations
Call 485-6262 or Fax 485-8174 :
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Staff Pheto by Bill Luster

Hey, coach! I won! ‘

A HAPPY young man is Dan Jacobson of Seneca High who leaps
into the arms of coach Orville Williams after a victory. vesterday in.
state high school wrestling tournament at Seneca. (Story, Page B 77
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Drama’s Igoe made name in wres

By SARA NAY
Staff Writer
Orville Williams Jr. has per-
formed in the Stephen Foster
.Story for 21 years.
- He was involved in wrestling
:longer than that.

It inay seem like a strange
‘combination, but both areas
‘are special to Williams,

~ He got involved in theater in
‘high school and started college
:as a music education major.

| He wound up teaching histo-
ry at Seneca High School in
Louisville, but he stayed in-
wolved in music and theater
by working on yearly Broad-
way musical presentations giv-
en at Seneca and by directing
the choir there. e

. He got involved in wrestling
because he enjoyed the sport.

i Also, he noticed that Seneca
High, with more than 3,600
‘students, only had boys’ bas-
ketball in the winter.

¢ “This was before they even
:had girls’ basketball, so there
‘were maybe 50 students; plus
:cheerleaders, involved in [bas-
ketballl,” Williams said. “The
‘rest didn’t do anything.”

. After students asked, he

‘started a wrestling club. He

dater organized a state tour-
nament for schools with- wres-
‘tling teams. The first year, six
‘schools attended. .

i During the 27 years he
icoached, the high school ath-
Jetic association sanctioned
iwrestling and the tournament
grew. Williams continued  to
‘mangage the tournament.
. In recognition of his contri-
{butions to sperts in Kentucky,
ithe outstanding wrestling tro-

phy is named after Williams.
“I feel goed about that,”
Williams said. “I love the
sport.”

Wrestling, Willkiams said,
teaches self-defense and ini-

. Hative. :
“You can’t hide in a huddle,”

Williams said.

“] had kids that were on the

borderline academically,” Wil-
liams said, “who had to keep
their grades up. We turned out
a lot of good citizens.”

He retired from coaching
wrestling in 1985 “after the
old knees gave cut.” :

“1 like to get out there with
‘em,” Williams said, “I couldn’t
coach from a chair.”

At the drama, he sang in the
chorus his first year, played
minstrel king E.P, Christie his
second year, and has played

‘Gottlieb Igoe, young Stephen

Foster’s boss, ever since.
The drama, he said, is fun af-
ter teaching all year. -
“You get outside, and get to

stomp and yell and scream

and have fun,” Williams said,
“and make the audience feel
good — I hope they do.”

Recently, the teacher/actor/
former wrestling coach has
been keeping busy with a dif-
ferent project — a rocking
horse. S

He made the horse for his
first grandson, but at 4 feet
tall, it was “too big for the
house.”

The horse is no ordinary

rocking horse. It's a five—gait--

ed gelding rocking horse, ac-
cording to Williams.

He said he got the idea at the
state fair's  International
Horge Show.

[P . o

“Business, stick to busiﬁess,” Orville Williams, as thtlieb Igoé,
monishes Andrew Varela, who portrays Stephen Foster, every nigl
The Stephen Foster Story. Igoe is Foster’s boss. (Photo by Beth Dole:

“It's the only day I miss in-
tentionally,” Williams said.
“I’s in the drama contract — I
go the last Saturday of the
state fair.”

His horse will go to the fair;
too. He's entered it in an cpen

class — of craft projects.

tling




Betty A. Williams
1230 Pin Oak Drive
Taylorsville, KY 40071

June 14, 2006

Ms. Brigid L. DeVries, Commissioner
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Ms. DeVries:

Thank you for the letter of May 23" informing me of the selection of my deceased husband,
Orville “Bud” Williams into the 2007 Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

He would be so pleased and honored to be among such a wonderful group of people who are
being inducted in this class - I only wish he could be there for the occasion.

My family and I will plan on being there for the banquet, so I will look forward to receiving
more information later about the event.

I also received an invitation to the Golf Outing and luncheon on June 22nd, which I will have
to decline, but appreciate the honor of being invited.

T am enclosing a bio of Mr. Williams and hope you can glean enough information that you
will need to include in the banquet program. Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you
need further clarification or information about his career in the sport of wrestling.

[ have also enclosed some photographs and have specified one that T would like for you to use
on the plaque.

Again, please feel free to call me at home: 502-239-7178 or at work: 502-584-7148. Iwork
every day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. [have an e-mail at work: bettyw(@episcopalky.org which
you can use to communicate with me as well.

2;; yd Wbl ced

Betty A. Williams, Spouse
Orville “Bud” Williams

Baw

Enclosures




ORVILLE “BUD” WILLIAMS
1230 Pin Qak Drive
Taylorsville, KY 40071
502-239-7178

BORN: Clarksburg, W. VA,
August 11, 1934
Lived in Washington, PA during grade school, high school and

College years
DIED: April 18, 2005
MARRIED: Betty Louise Acklin (of Waynesburg, PA) (Betty A. Williams)

July 31, 1955
Bethlehem Baptist Church — Ruff Creek, PA.
Married for 49 years with 4 children and 8 grandchildren

EDUCATION: Graduate of Trinity High School, Washington, PA - 1952

Attended Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh for one semester until
transferring to Tarkio College, Tarkio, MO. in January, 1954.

Graduated from Tarkio College in 1957 with a B. S. degree and two
majors: History and Education; and three minors:
English, Political Science and Sociology.

EMPLOYMENT: Teacher/Coach - Jefferson County Board of Education
Seneca High School -
Louisville, KY 40220
1957 — 1997 — 40 Years
First position was at Southern High School — 1957
He joined Seneca High School the following year where he taught 10"
orade Advanced World History, until his retirement.

Served as Chairman of the Social Studies Department at Seneca for a
number of years

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

Shortly after starting his career at Seneca he was asked to be part of the coaching staff. He was
assistant football coach for five years and a tennis coach for six years.

Coming from Pennsylvania where the sport of wrestling outdrew crowds in high school over
basketball, he thought having the sport of wrestling in Kentucky would provide an option for the
kids who didn’t qualify for other sports. It became his passion, and the turning point came when
some of the kids at Seneca, who had cousins wrestling at New Albany High School in Indiana,
wondered why Seneca did not have a wrestling team. As a result, the principal sent out an
S.0.8. at Seneca for a wrestling coach in 1962 and Bud answered the call.




-

From that point he served as wrestling coach at Seneca for 23 years. When the Kentucky High
School Athletic Association sanctioned the sport of wrestling, Bud was named manager of the
KHSAA State Wrestling Tournament and served in that capacity for 25 vears before he retired
from wrestling in 1994. He was also chairman of the State Wrestling Committee for several
years and had the responsibility of attending the national and state Rules Interpretation
conferences to learn the new rules being put into place, and then acting as rules interpreter for the
other coaches around the state. During those early years he also wrote a wrestling manual for
coaches who weren’t as knowledgeable about the sport. Several schools used that manual to
start their own programs.

AWARDS/HONORS:

When he retired as State Wrestling Tournament manager a trophy was established in his honor to
be given to the outstanding wrestler during the State Tournaments — to be known as the Orville
Williams Quistanding Wrestler Award, and he was presented with one personally at that time as
well. He became known then as the “Father” of wrestling in Kentucky, because of his efforts in
establishing the sport in Kentucky.

In the fall of 2005, Betty, his wife, was notified that the Jefferson County Board of Education
had approved the naming of Seneca High School’s small gym in his honor, to be called “The
Orville “Bud” Williams Sports and Performance Center”. That gym was used for every activity
in which he was involved: his home wrestling matches were held there as well as the first State
Wrestling Tournaments until the event became too large and had to be moved to other schools.
The Seneca senior plays and the Renaissance Faire, which he directed for several years at
Seneca, were also presented in that gym. The dedication included a framed certificate
proclaiming Wednesday, November 23" 2005 as the “Orville (Bud) Williams Day” which was
signed by the Mayor of Louisville, as well as a plaque to go on the inside of the Gym, and his
name to be put on the outside of the gym.

At the 2006 Kentucky State Wrestling Tournament in Frankfort, Bud was honored, along with a
long-time wrestling referee Gary Ingraham, during a special ceremony at which they presented
each of the wives with plaques commemorating their husbands’ contributions to the sport of
wrestling. A special powerpoint presentation was shown also commemorating their careers in the
sport.

OTHER INTERESTS

QOutside of his academic and coaching careers, he had other passions as well. He always loved
music and took voice lessons and directing in college. After moving to Louisville, he served as
Minister of Music at several local churches in the Louisville area, and was also Music Director
for all of the musical productions at Seneca High School. During the summer months he was
part of the cast of the Stephen Foster Association outdoor drama where he played the major role
of Gottlieb Igoe for 26 seasons. He retired with over 1,500 performances to his credit.




February 7, 2001

The Board of Control
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Committee Members:

I am extremely pleased to place the name of Mr. Orville “Bud” Williams into nomination
for membership in the KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Mr. Williams taught at Seneca High School for forty (40) years. In 1960, he became the
first wrestling coach at Seneca. There was only a small group of schools who had
wrestling programs at that time. In fact, the sport was not sanctioned by the KHSAA in
those early years.

Wrestling became a KSHAA sport in the 1963-64 school year and the KHSAA crowned its
first champion in February of 1964. Mr. Williams became the first chairman of the State
Wrestling Committee and manager of the State Wrestling Tournament. He would hold
these positions for twenty-three (23) years. During those years, he attended national and
statewide meetings. From those meetings, it was his responsibility to set up regional
clinics for coaches and officials, acting as rules interpreter and as a liaison for the
KHSAA. During his years of leadership, wrestling experienced its greatest growth. Those
years saw the sport grow from less than ten (10) programs to greater than sixty-five (65)
programs. Those who have been associated with the sport have known Mr. Williams as
“Mr. Wrestling” or the “Father of Wrestling” from the early years until the present. Upon
his retirement, the Wrestling Committee, headed by Commissioner Stout established the
Outstanding Wrestler trophy in his name. Mr. Williams presents this award at the State
Wrestling Tournament each year. He also honored us by singing the national anthem at
the 2000 state tournament.

I have known Mr. Williams for thirty-five (35) years. I can honestly say I have never known
a more sincere, honest, or Christian gentleman. I thoroughly enjoyed the years that I
served with him on the Wrestling Committee. He has been a wonderful friend and mentor
to me and to many others over the years.

I make this recommendation with the sincere belief that no sports figure is more worthy
or deserving of admission into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. I respectfully reguest that you
honor this wonderful wrestling pioneer with induction into this illustrious group who
have served the association with distinction.

Sincerely,

ﬁ'«’«'«"//‘( &"Zf,ﬁ.uﬂ-—/

Jack D. Cline

Manager, KHSAA State Wrestling Tournament
Member, KHSAA Wrestling Committee
Member, KHSAA Hall of Fame




Catholic School Athletic Association

1839 GOLDSMITH LANE « SUITE 214 « LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40218-2006
TELEPHONE 502/456-2722
FAX 502,/458-8420

Rev. Thomas E. Gentile
Chairman

Mir. James B. Frame
Executive Director

To Whom [t May Concern,

Please accept this letter as my personal and professional recommendation for Mr.
Orville Williams for induction into the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Hall
of Fame.

I have known Orville Williams for over thirty years, first when I was a wrestler at
North Hardin High School and Orville was the wrestling coach at Seneca High School.
Throughout the years, I have known Orville to be a vital and vibrant supporter of
Kentucky high school athletics and athletes in general, and in particular wrestling. To put
it very simply, Orville is a mentor’s mentor.

His career as a coach and director of the state wrestling tournament speak volumes to
support his involvement in the positive growth of Kentucky’s young people. I have seen
Orville work as a coach and as the director of the state wrestling tournament and continue
to marvel how he balanced his role in both positions. I continue to be proud of his efforts
and his unsung accomplishments.

To me, induction into the Hall of Fame is reserved to those who have selflessly
supported and have been actively involved in the promotion of high school youth and
their participation in the program. It is reserved to those who, year after year, commit to
excellence in their own performance and that of the KHSAA. 1t is reserved to those who
commit to thetr own ongoing personal and professional development and to the training
of young men who will follow in their footsteps. It is reserved to those who are willing to
serve as a role model in fair play and hard work. It is reserved to those who have
dedicated themselves to the growth of the KHSAA during the good times and the lean.
To me, it is reserved for those like Orville Williams.

Sincerely,

James R. Frame

Executive Director

Catholic School Athletic Assoc.
Louisville, KY



7408 Maria Avenue
Louisville, Kentucky 40222
Mzr. Louis Stout
Commissioner KHSAA
Lexington, Kentucky

Dear Sir,

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for Orville “Bud “ Williams election to
the KHSAA Hall Of Fame. He has surely earned this honor. He has dedicated more than
40 years to the sport of wrestling, and is admired by everyone associated with the sport.

When I began my career in officiating wrestling in the state of Kentucky it was Bud who
first gave me an opportunity. There were a total of four schools in the state involved in
the sport in 1959 and he labored to increase both the number of schools and participation
n wrestling, and he continued these efforts his entire career. In addition to his teaching
school and coaching duties at Seneca High School, he also served as state tournament
director for 23 years. He has brought distinction to the sport with class and dignity. In my
more than 40 years associated with him I have never known anyone to have a disparaging
word about the man. I consider him to truly be my mentor and friend.

I could expound at great length about “Bud”, but let it suffice to say he is genuinely
worthy of the honor and I urge his election posthaste.

Sincerely yours,
Gary Ingraham




ORVILLE WILLIAMS
1230 Pin Oak Drive
Taylorsville, KY 40071
502/239-7178

PERSONAL

Birth Date: August 11, 1934

Married to Betty Acklin Williams for 45 years.

Have 4 children and 7 grandchildren.

EDUCATION

1952 - Graduated from Trinity High School in Washington, PA.

1956 - Graduated from Tarkio College at Tarkio, MO with a BS degree with
majors in History and Education, and minors in Political Science, Sociology, and

English.

EMPLOYMENT

Joined the Jefferson County Board of Education in 1957.
Taught Core one year at Southern High School, Louisville, KY

Began teaching at Seneca High School, Louisville, Ky. in 1958, and taught there
until my retirement in 1998.

During those years I taught Core, Freshman English, Television American
History, World History, Civics, and Sociology. In addition, I also coached
football, tennis and wrestling.

I came to Kentucky from Pennsylvania and was surprised to learn that Kentucky
did not have much interest in the sport of wrestling. There were probably only 4
schools who had wrestling programs. In Pennsylvania, wrestling was more
popular than basketball.



Page 2

In 1960, Seneca’s principal at that time put out an all-points call for a wrestling
coach. He didn’t get much response. When he learned that I had some knowledge
of the sport he assigned me as the wrestling coach to get the program off the
ground. '

During those early years the first state tournament was called an Invitational
Tournament because it hadn’t yet been sanctioned by the Kentucky High School
Athletic Association. We had seven schools that participated in that first
tournament.

Two years later the sport of wrestling was sanctioned by KHSAA and I was named
it’s tirst manager. Those early tournaments were held at Seneca High School until
it had to be moved to a larger school gym. That’s when it was moved to Atherton,

where it remained until being moved to Frankfort’s Civic Center.

I served as Chairman of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Wrestling
Committee, and was manager of the State High School Wrestling Tournament for
23 years.

During the years of managing the State Wrestling Tournament, some of my duties
included attending national and statewide meetings, acting as rules interpreter for
the State of Kentucky in wrestling. From those meetings, it was then my
responsibility to set up regional meetings with all the coaches where I would hold
clinics and explain any rules changes, and also act as a liaison between the
coaches and the High School Athletic Association Wrestling Committee to resolve
any issues or concerns which the coaches might have.

At my retirement the Wrestling Committee established the Outstanding Wrestler
award in my name, which is a bronze statue of two wrestlers, and it has been my
honor to present that award at each year’s state tournament since that time. They
also presented one of the statues to me, personally, and I treasure that award for it
will always remind me of the great times I spent as part of the sport of wrestling.
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ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF TEACHING AND COACHING
Minister of Music

Since coming to Kentucky in 1957 I have served as Minister of Music at the
following churches:

Jeffersontown Baptist Church - Jeffersontown, KY

Green Acres Baptist Church - Louisville, KY

Beulah Presbyterian Church - Fern Creek, KY

First Baptist Church of New Albany, Indiana - served there 31 years until I retired
from that position in June, 1999.

I was also a cast member of the Stephen Foster Story outdoor drama in
Bardstown, KY for 26 seasons, playing the part of Gottlieb Igoe, one of the major
character parts in the show.
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March 26, 2006

The Board of Control
Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Commitiee Members:

I know that you have my original letter on Orville “Bud” Williams on file but I want to take this
opportunity to supplement that letter with several few events that have happened since that letter
was written in 2001.

As some of you know, Bud passed away on April 18, 2005 after a long struggle with congestive
heart failure and diabetes. At the time of his passing, I had known Bud Williams for 39 years. He
was my great friend and my mentor in coaching, officiating and tournament management. I can
honestly say that Bud was the most sincere, honest, and Christian gentleman I have every known.

In the fall of 2005 the Jefferson County Board of Education and Seneca High School honored Mr.
Williams’s contributions to the school by naming their small gymnasium and performing arts
center “The Orville “Bud” Williams Performance Center.” That fall Louisville Mayor Jerry
Abramson issued a proclamation that designated November 23, 2005 as Orville “Bud” Williams
Day.

The 2006 State Wrestling Tournament Julian Tackett and the tournament staff paid tribute to his
memory and his contributions over many years to the development and progression of the sport of
wrestling in Kentucky. He was correctly described as the “Father of Wrestling” in Kentucky. He was
also known as Mr. Wrestling by all of us who knew him for all the years of his involvement in the
sport. Without his leadership, it would have been several years later before the KHSAA recognized
wrestling as a sanctioned sport in this state.

Again, I make this recommendation with the sincere belief that no sports figure is more worthy or
deserving of admission into the KHSAA Hall of Fame, I respectfully request that you honor this
wonderful wrestling pioneer with induction into this illustrious group who has served the
association with distinction.

Sincerely,
ﬁmff { ' %} g ﬁ;&%ﬂg
“Jack D. Cline

Manager, KHSAA State Wrestling Tournament
Member, KHSAA Wrestling Committee
Member, KHSAA Hall of Fame



March 10, 2006

Hall of Fame Committee
KHSAA

2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505

Gentlemen;

I am writing in support of my husband, Orville “Bud” Williams being nominated
to the KHSAA Wrestling Hall of Fame.

I married Bud on July 31, 1955 in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, and we would
have celebrated 50 years of marriage last year if he had not passed away on April 18"
after a long illness with Diabetes and all that goes along with that terrible disease.

He was a loving and devoted husband, father and grandfather and we were
blessed with 4 wonderful children and 8 grandchildren, one of whom died at birth,
leaving us with 7 beautiful and talented grandchildren.

Bud was a great Christian family man and wanted nothing more than for his
family to become fine Christian people and to stay close to each other and to God. They
have done that for which we are thankful.

My husband had many interests and top among them was sports. He played
football and tennis in college at a small mid-western school known as Tarkio College in
Tarkio, Missouri. He graduated in 1956 with a B. S. degree with two majors: History and
Education, and three minors: English, Political Science, and Sociology.

We moved from Missouri to Louisville, Kentucky in January, 1957 where he was
scheduled to attend the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. After the first semester,
when our family began to grow, he had to drop out and find permanent employment.
Having the degree and desire to be a History teacher, he applied at the Jefferson County
Board of Education and was accepted for the fall term of 1957. His first year of teaching
was at Southern High School where he was given the subject of CORE, which was a new
course of study at that time in the school system. After that first year he was transferred
to Seneca High School, and thus began his career of teaching on the staff at Seneca for 39
years. With a degree in basic Social Studies, he not only taught World History but was
also placed in the realm of teaching 8™ grade Math, Freshman English, Television
American History, Civics and Sociology; but his first love was always World History.



-2-

With his background in those subjects, he also served as Chairman of the Social Studies
department at Seneca.

Shortly after joining the staff at Seneca he was also a member of the coaching
staff as an assistant football coach for five years and tennis coach for six years.

Coming from Pennsylvania where the sport of Wrestling outdrew crowds in high
school over basketball, he thought having the sport of Wrestling in Kentucky would
provide an option for kids who were not tall enough for basketball, or big enough for
football. It became his passion, and the turning point came when some of the kids at
Seneca, who had cousins wrestling at New Albany High School in Indiana, wondered
why Seneca did not have a wrestling team. The principal sent out an SOS at Seneca for a
wrestling coach in 1962. When he learned that Bud had some experience with the sport,
he was chosen to be the coach and get it started.

In searching for other coaches he found that there were at least four who had
either wrestled or knew something about the sport. They got together and began making
plans to have a season of wrestling matches with each other. After getting the necessary
equipment for the boys and floor mats to wrestle on, the first season of Wrestling began.

Bud derived a great deal of pleasure from watching a kid develop his skills and
abilities simply by their own determination. He thought you could take a kid and make a
wrestler out of him if he worked at it. He saw kids who had handicaps, such as a leg
brace, or even with just one leg, be great wrestlers. The Kentucky School for the Blind
was one of the first schools to have a wrestling team, and they produced some great
champions. Wrestling builds self confidence in a boy because he has to rely on his own
mind and skills to be a champion, and those skills can carryover into adulthood.

The Kentucky High School Athletic Association first sanctioned the sport of
wrestling two years later, and at that time there were about 7 schools who had programs
in place. Bud was not only a wrestling coach but manager of the first State Tournament,
and he managed those State Tournaments for 25 years. He has also chairman of the State
Wrestling Committee and had the responsibility of attending the national and state Rules
Interpretation conferences to learn of new rules being put into place, and then acting as a
rules interpreter for the state.

Early on, Bud also wrote a manual for coaches who weren’t as knowledgeable
about the sport. It gave the background history of wrestling and contained much detail
about the intricacies of wrestling moves and counter moves which a kid could employ to
out-maneuver their opponents. Several schools used that manual to start their own
program.
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The first wrestling tournaments were held at Seneca. After outgrowing the
capacity of Seneca’s gym it was moved to Atherton High School, where it remained until
growth again demanded an even larger facility than any of the schools in Kentucky could
accommodate. The Civic Center in Frankfort, Kentucky was approached and the
management quickly responded and opened their doors in 19__ for the State Iigh School
Wrestling Tournament, where it resides today, with 50 or more teams throughout the
state participating. When Bud retired from wrestling, an award was named in his honor
which is called “The Orville Williams Outstanding Wrestier” award which is presented
each year at the State Wrestling Tournament finals.

Even though the sport of wrestling was one of Bud’s passions, he had many other
interests.

He had studied music in college and took voice lessons, and while in college was
a choir director at the local Baptist Church in Tarkio. After graduation from Tarkio and
moving to Kentucky in 1957, one of his first jobs, outside of teaching, was as a choir
director at several churches in the Louisville area. He was choir director for the
Jeffersontown Baptist Church; from there to Green Acres Baptist Church, Beulah
Presbyterian Church, and lastly at the First Baptist Church in New Albany, Indiana,
where he retired in 1996 after 30 years as their Minister of Music.

He loved to perform on stage, so around the early 1970°s he decided to try out for
a part in the outdoor summer production of the Stephen Foster Story in Bardstown,
Kentucky (now known as “Stephen Foster, the Musical”). He was part of the cast of
singers his first year, but then landed the major role of Gottlieb Igoe, a Pittsburgh
businessman who was interested in making a lot of money. Igoe hired Stephen Foster to
work in his whisky and tobacco warchouse — but eventually had to fire him because of his
passion for writing music instead of taking care of the books. He played that part for 26
seasons and when he retired he had over 1,500 performances to his credit. Our son, Bill
and his wife, Laura Hanberry Williams, performed in the production for two years.

His musical talent while at Seneca was put to use as music director and vocal
coach for all the Senior Plays, which were always Broadway musicals. During his carcer
they had performed at least 25 Broadway plays and then began to repeat them.

As a World History teacher and chairman of the Social Studies department, he
was one of a group of fellow teachers at Seneca who were invited to spend one summer
at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky, to participate in an arts workshop,
where they were to present new ideas for bringing history alive in a more meaningful
way, especially during the Renaissance Period. From those workshops the first
Renaissance Faire at Seneca was born and Bud headed up that effort along with other
Social Studies teachers. It was so well received that it became an annual event and he
remained in charge until his retirement from teaching in 1994, He taught part-time for
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three years after his formal retirement but still kept his hand in the Seneca musicals, as
well as the Renaissance Faire.

In the fall of 2005, I was informed that the Jefferson County Board of Education
had approved the naming of Seneca’s small gym in honor of Bud. It is called “The
Orville “Bud” Williams Performance Center. That gym was used for every activity in
which he was involved: his home wrestling matches were held there as well as all the
Seneca senior plays, and the Renaissance Faire. The night of the dedication was
held at the Iast performance of their senior play in 2003, entitled “You’re a Good Man,
Charlie Brown,” and several past cast members were in attendance for the occasion.
They had a wonderful power point presentation about all aspects of his life, not only at
Seneca but throughout his life, and they presented me with a framed Proclamation, signed
by the Mayor of Louisville, stating that November 23rd, 2005 would be called the Orville
“Bud” Williams Day. He would have been humbled and proud of that honor, and his
whole family and friends were part of the dedication.

One of his passions outside of the business arena, was his hobby of woodworking.
He turned our 2 car garage into his woodworking shop, and the first project on his agenda
was making a table to fit the size of our dining room — which was almost 11 feet long.
He and my father, who lived with us at the time, and our son, Bill, built a trestle table that
was perfect and big enough for all the family members to sit around together for meals
and other entertainment events. He was big on family gatherings and there were many
happy times sitting, eating and talking around that table. He made a piece of fumiture for
all 4 of our kids to use in their homes, and, in addition, made a rocking horse on the style
of the five-gated thoroughbred horse for the grandkids, which some of them still enjoy
riding today. In addition he made a baby crib which was passed around in the family for
our grandchildren, and was even used by some of our friends when they had children.

1 am enclosing several pictures and newspaper articles about him. I want you to
know the whole family would be so proud and pleased if this honor could be bestowed on
Bud.

Thank you for your consideration.

'Sincerely,

-,

o3 -
'/ L {2 :
ﬁ)?;f’? P ﬂ A A A L
i
Betty A. Williams

Loving and devoted wife of
Orville L. “Bud” Williams

Enclosures



March 17, 2006

K.H.S.A.A. Board of Control

Kentucky High School Athletic Association
22800 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Comiittee Members;

I understand that Orville “Bud” Williams has been nominated for membership in the K. 3H.85.A.A. Hall of
Fame. I would like to endorse his candidacy as president of the Kentucky Wrestling Coaches Association. T
knew Orville Williams when I was a young coach in the 70°s. He was head of the Fefferson County
Coaches Association and mspired many young coaches like myself to take on leadership roles in our sport,
I think it would be a fitting to honor the picneer’s who blazed the first trails in the development of
wrestling and athletics in the state of Kentucky. Orville Williams was a fitting role model and exemplified
ail that is good in sport. Please induct Orville Williams in to the K.H.S. A A. Hall of Fame.

Sincerely

Phit Coomes
Kentucky Wrestling Coaches Association
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For its 2006 tounrnament, the wrestling family pays tribute to two
pioneers for the sport in the state of Kentucky - Orville "Bud” ‘Wil
liams and Gary Ingraham - who passed away since the 2005 State
Championship,

Bud Williams was truly the "father" of Wresting in the state. A
long time school administraior, Bud converted his large invitational
event to the KHSAA Board of Contro] State Toumnament beginning
in 1964. He continved as the State Tournament manager until the mid
1980s when he handed the reins to Larry Mann. In recognition of his
achievements and contributions, the outstanding wrestler award pre-

sented each year at the State Championship is named in his honor.

KHSAA STATE WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gary Ingraham also was a dedicated worker for the sport and the
Staie Championhsip. He officiated the State Tournament from its
inception in 1964 through his refirement from the sport in 1989, an
unequaled streak of 26 consecutive years. Affer retiring as an official,
he immediately began, serving as a scorer and continued that role
through the 2005 tournament. Tn 2000, Ingraham was inducted into
the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. o

As new memories are made during this 2006 State Tournament,
we dedicate the festivities to these fine individvals. and honor their
memory while thanking them for their contributions.




We, the undersigned high school wrestling supporters, do hereby
support the nomination of Coach Orville “Bud” Williams for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame
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Orville "Bud" Williams (continued)
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We the undersigned do hereby support the nomination of Orville
“Bud” Williams for induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame
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Seneca’s /s
-Bud

| illicems
wresties with

pmp@sal fo
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. By JOYCE DEHLI _
‘Special Writer

When Orville “Bud” Williams ar-
rived at Seneca High School 23 years
ago to teach history, there was no

- wrestling program.

It was a shock for the native of
Pennsylvania ~— where, he said, wres-
tling drew bigger crowds than basket-
ball.

So he did something about it. -

Within two years, ‘Williams estab-
Hshed the first high school wrestling
club in Jefferson County.

He also staried the Seneca Wres-

* fling Invitational tournament,

By 1964, that tournament had be-

- come the staie wrestling champion-

ship, and was being conducted by the

~ Kentucky ngh School Athletic Assoc1-

ation.
And at last month’s state’ tourna—
ment, the asscciation gave Williams,

-who is Seneca’s head coach and chair-

man of the state wrestling commitiee,

"an award for 21 years of service.

“When I came here, if you couldn’t
dribble it, they didn’t know anything

about it,” said Williams.

. “It was hard to get used to basket-
ball just dommatmg everything else
here,
- “Now, I live with it.”

Ironicaily, Willlams now faces the
possibility thaf, once again, there
might riot be wrestling in high schools.

The Jefferson County Board of Edu-
cation may include wrestling in its
athletic budget cuts.

But whatever happens, Williams, 46,

~ won't. be without things to do.

Williams, of 6306 5. Watterson Trail,
is a world history teacher and chair-
man of the social studies depariment
at Seneca. '

As such, he advises his students to
do as the Renaissance man did: “Dl—
versify your interests.” .

And he’s a living example.
‘Williams, his wife, Betty, -and his
four children - ages 18 to 24 — work
on a variety of projecis.
-, Last sumgner his son Bill joined him

-t

S$taff phote by David R. Lutman

Orville ‘‘Bud” Williams was
honored for his 21 years as
Seneca’s wrestling coach

in Bardtown’s anmual preduction of
“The Stephen Foster Story.” For eight
years, Williams has portrayed Stephen
Foster’s employer, a singing and act- -
mg part he calls “a lot of fun.”

He also directs the chorus and the
vocals for Seneca's senior musicals
each fall,

And he is the minister of music at
the First Baptist Church in New Alba-
ny, Ind. ‘

Still, wrestling is his special mterest.

“It seems like no one knows if
wrestling will definitely be one of the
sports cut. It's possibie that it will be
back,” he said.

“We have improved the program
every year. More kids are gettmg
involved.”

He isn't bitter that wrastling may be
dropped, but ke wanis tc be sure
people appreeiate the qualities if can
develop in young people.

. “The sport gives the little kid a
chance.

“Take a kid who weighs 98 to 126
pounds. There's not any room for him
in high school football or basketball
but he can wrestle.

“If he's got a head on his shoulders,
he can be a good wrestier. It builds {;
self-discipline in a young man.”

For example, he said, if youw're tired
or injured there’s no one {o replace
you.

Sort of like wrestlmg coaches.




