Rev. Horace M. (Buddy) Turner
First Baptist Church

32464 Red Arrow Hwy.

Paw Paw. Mich. 49079

October 3, 2006

Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Hall of Fame

2280 Executive Dr.

Lexington, Ky. 40505

Dear KHSAA:

I am writing to recommend long-time educator and basketball coach, John D.
Wilson, to you for your consideration. It is my sincere belief that he qualifies for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame, Following are the reasons for my strong
reccomendation,

I have knoewn John D. Wilson for about sixty years. We grew up together in Harlan
County, in the community of Bledsoe, Ky. All of our growing up years we played
ball, attended Sunday School and church, and enjoyed a close friendship. 1t was
John D. and the Wilson family that influenced me to play baseball and basketball.
They helped provide that opportunity for me. For that I’ll be forever grateful.

Coach Wilson has taught and coached in the State of Kentucky for about 49 years.
Everywhere he’s been he has been an influence for good and God. His heart has
always been with the people of Kentucky, especially for the mountain people of
southeast Kentucky. Coach Wilson has gone the second and third mile in helping
the youth of the Commonwealth. He not only taught them and coached them, many
times he provided guidance and help in so many other ways. Coach provided them
with epportunities to go see University of Kentucky basketball games and Midnight
Madness. After teaching and coaching for thirty years in the Kentucky Public
School system with great success, Coach Wilson took a teachmg/coachmg position at
Red Bird High School in Beverly, Ky. I believe he in entering his 19" year of
coaching the Red Bird High School varsity basketball team. He also continues to
serve as the athletic director.

During his almost 19 years at Red Bird High School he has compiled a remarkable
record. While teaching and coaching at a small, private, school of about 100
students in grades nine through twelve, coach Wilson led his teams regularly to 20
win seasons. His teams have broken all of the previous records of Red Bird High
School basketball including wins, points scored, rebounds, and advancing in the
post-season high school tournament. And, the biggest contribution of all is the



positive influence he has had on students who have gone on to success in many
endeavors of life.

1 think it was about three years ago that Coach Wilson and the Red Bird High
School basketball team were featured on ESPN in a presentation called “Bluegrass
Madness” or “Bluegrass Basketball”. Anyway, I watched it several times and have
the video of it. In that excellent presentation of what basketball means to the people
in the state of Kentucky, several clips were shown that give insight into the kind of
person coach Wilson is. He is shown in team practices, in actual games, in locker-
room speeches before and after big games, driving the team bus, and preparing the
concession stand and cleaning up afterward.

John D. has been married to his wife, Mary, for close to 50 years. They have
successfully raised two fine children, Kathy and Jeff, who are successful in their
marriages and careers. Coach Wilson and Mary have worked together to support
the students of Kentucky while making many sacrifices.

The greatest reccomendation one can be given is that a person has succeeded while
displaying the best of character and integrity. Coach Wilson taught and coached
with much success while holding to the highest standards. He modeled true
Christian conduct and character. His success was played out in the classroom, on
the court, and in real life. As he told the ESPN interviewer while driving the school
bus with his team to a game, “Find a job you love and you’ll never have to work
another day in your life.” That tells you something about coach Wilson.

1t is an honor for me to write this letter of reccomendation. Coach Wilson doesn’t
know that he is being nominated for the KHSAA Hall of Fame. Therefore, he didn’t
ask me to say what has been said in this letter. Because of his humble posture, if he
knew about any of this he would be the first to say, “That’s not necessary.” Butf,
and others, believe it is important that high school educator/coaches that are
deserving be recognized.

Therefore, T am giving the strongest possible reccomendation for coach John D, _
Wilson for the KHSAA Hall of Fame. If you have questions for me please call me at
269-657-4581 (office), or 269-657 - 2090 (home).

Thank you for your kind consideration.

e (frocly |

Horace M. (Buddy) Turner






Attachment #1

JOHN DEE WILSON HONORS & AWARDS

1973 - 1974 Undefeated 20 and 0 Season Loyall Grade Team

1973 Jt. Pro Basketball Outstanding Public Service Award for Youth &
Basketball

1974 Kentucky Jr. Pro Champions 13 — 15 Year Olds

1974 Hatlan County Grade School Coach of the Year

1975 Cumberland Valley Conference Coach of the Year

1974 — 1979 Outstanding Service Award at Cawood High School

1976 Cumberland Valley Conference Coach of the Year

1976 Haslan County Champs at Cawood High School

1977 — 1978 Cumberland Valley Conference Coach of the Year

1978 — 1979 Cumberland Valley Conference Coach of the Year

1991 — 1992 Three Rivers Conference Coach of the Year

1993 -- 1994 Three Rivers Conference Coach of the Year

1996 — 1997 Three Rivers Conference Coach of the Year

1996 Red Bird High School 300 Wins Club

1997 — 1998 Three Rivers Conference Coach of the Year

1998 Regular Season Runnet-up & Three Rivers Conference Certificate of
Achievement

1998 Big Dipper Coach of the Year — Jaycees Outstanding Young Educator of
the Yeat

2001 - 400 Wins Club — Kentucky Association of Basketball Coaches

2003 Red Bird High School Outstanding Service Award

2003 Three Rivers Conference Coach of the Year

2005 Red Bird School John Bischoff Memorial Award for Outstanding
Administration Volunteet




E. Ann Wilson
10893 St. Andrews Drive
Union, KY 41091
(859) 384 8254 — Home
(859) 283 1501 — Work
(859) 802 1401 — Cell

October 6, 2006 0cT 9
Kentucky High School Athletic Association

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame

Attention: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Nominating Committee:

The enclosed Nomination Form is being submitted for your consideration for
induction into the KY High School Athletic Hall of Fame on behalf of John Dee
Wilson for the 2006 through 2007 school year.

John Dee Wilson attended Cumbetland College at Williamsburg, KY for two years
(1956 — 1958) and eatned a teaching certificate. He began his teaching and coaching
cateer at Green Hill Elementary in Harlan County in August of 1958.. After spending
two years at Gteen Hill, he was hired at Pine Mountain Settlement School (also in
Harlan County), a small school, grades K —10, where he taught and coached for two
years. He then returned to Green Hill and after five years, he moved to Loyall
Flementary (in Hatlan County) where he stayed for seven years. Green Hill and Pine
Mountain had never participated in any organized sports programs until John Dee’s
arrival. Neither school had a ggmnasium and had to rely on other county schools’
gymnasiums to practice and play their games. While at Pine Mountain, John Dee
conducted fundraisers to raise money to construct an outdoor asphalt basketball court
to play on, when weather permitted. In 1974 his Loyall 13 to 15 year olds won the
Junior Pro Championship title for the State of Kentucky.

At age 36 John Dee was hired head coach at James A. Cawood High School where he
worked from 1974 through 1978. Duting his five years at Cawood, his won/lost
record was 110 wins and 38 losses. In 1976 he narrowly missed taking his Cawood
Trojans to the Kentucky State High School Tournament, losing to Clay County by
one point on a buzzer beatet in the championship game of the 13® Region
Tournament. In 1978 John Dee moved to Webster County High School in Dixon,
K'Y where he wotked for six years before retiting in 1988 at the age of 50 with 30
years coaching and teaching experience. Howevet, he didn’t quit. He returned to the
mountains to teach and coach at Red Bird High School — a small private Methodist
school in Clay County, KY.



In the fall of 2006, John Dee will begin his 19™ year at Red Bird and his 49" overall,
coaching in the State of Kentucky.

Prior to John Dee’s atrival at each school, none had ever been very competitive on
the basketball court and each provided a challenge and extreme effort to build a
respectable basketball program. Cawood had been operating since 1965 and had
never produced a winning record. Webster County was a small rural farming
community and competed with the likes of Chtistian County, Henderson County,
Union County and Hopkinsville, all of which were lasge schools with rich basketball
tradition. Red Bird was a “homecoming” for John Dee, and a dream fulfilled in that
he had always wanted to teach at a private Christian school after retiring from the
public school system.

He has often said: “find a job that you like, and you'll never have to work a day in
your life.” He has thoroughly enjoyed taking a group of young men, teaching them to
play basketball, and most of all, to develop into outstanding citizens: doctots, lawyers,
teachers, coaches, engineers and even some outstanding coal minets.

Not only is John Dee a good coach and teachet, he’s a wondetful brother, husband,
father and grandfather. He is a man of outstanding integrity, good character and good
morals. During all his years’ coaching, he has yet to be assessed his first technical
foul. He has always played by the rules and desetves to be inducted into the
Kentucky High School Athletic Hall of Fame.

"Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Ann Wilson



P.S. During June, 2002, John Dee starred in ESPN’s three-week documentary
narrated by Ashley Judd, covering Kentucky High School Basketball. As always, he
represented himself, basketball, his school, and the state of Kentucky in a
professional, classy manner. Also, he began working on the coaching staff of UK’s
basketball camp during the summer while Joe Hall was coach, and continued during
the tenure of Eddie Sutton, Rick Pitino and Tubby Smith.

Attachments: Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame Nomination Form

List of Honors & Awards

Copy of June, 2002 ESPN VCR Tape:
“Kentucky High School Basketball”

Copy of 1988 Hatlan Daily Enterprise Newspaper Article:
“John D. Wilson Finds His Way Back Home”

Six (6) Letters of Recommendation:
Needham Saylor, High School Coach
Burton Rogers, Former Director Pine Mountain School
Mike Howard, Former Player & Student
Bob Ferguson, Current Principal Red Bird High School
Rev. Buddy Turner, Family Friend
Ann Wilson, Nominator

One (1) 5 x 7 Picture



DHartlons doildy Gy

- From The Sidelines - . . tb-i three remaining yeat
- . . R S than the conversation
th- events of a decade ag

- The Pine Mountdin area was where Wilsen  toothy grin that became o
nt most of his life. For 25 years he coachied - I had.a good time' at

- bittér feelings. ..

ust winning baskethiall games an ha
ble prngram 'was not good enoiigl

_ bécome a wmnmg basket- ' ba '{etb'ﬂl program with &
ain,- It was. the -coaching job Wilson ', ha; pen overnight in & scho
-wanted an 'ﬂ_mught he would keep + EL




Needham Saylor
106 Saylor Lane
Wallins, KY 40873
606-664-2119

February 14, 2006

Kentucky School Athletic Association
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attention: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Nominating Committee:

Having coached John D. Wilson in football, basketbalt and baseball back in 1956
at Loyall High School, | earned the utmost respect for this young man who strived
to do his best in all he attempted. Some of the things that stand out vividly in my
mind today about John D. Wilson are the fact that he never missed a practice, he
thumbed to get rides across rural Pine Mountain for his 25 mile commute to and
from practice and events, and he would do anything he could to help me as his
coach or his team. He never caused any trouble, always maintaining the integrity
of his character and that of the school he represented.

| will never forget John D. Wilson's love for basketball. He was an excellent
athlete with a true passion for the sport. He always worked hard and would go
the extra mile to succeed.

It is important that | emphasize that | had the greatest of respect for John D.
Wilson back when | coached him in the 1950s and now as he is a coach and
leader of today's youth. | have continued to follow his career over the years as he
led successful programs in Harlan County, Webster County, and for the past 19
years at Red Bird High School. He has devoted his life to teaching and coaching
Kentucky's youth.

| am honored to be able to forward this nomination letter {o you on behalf of John
D. He is most deserving of the honor for induction into the Dawahares/Kentucky
High School Athletic Association’s Hall of Fame. Please contact me if you have
specific questions that | can answer or provide additional insight on the
outstanding character, skill and talent of John D. Wilson.

Sincerely,

L977
Ngedham Saylor



BURTON BRUSH ROGERS
1538 BLUEBIRD LANE
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 40503

TELEPHONE
BEE/278-4886
569
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Timothy W Saalor, S

251 Ball Park Road

Harian, Kentucky 40831-1753
Phone (608) 5734330

Fax (606) 573-5767
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February 6, 2006

Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attention: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Nominating Committee:

It is with great pleasure that I encourage your consideration of Mr. J ohn Dee Wilson for
induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Coach Wilson has touched so many lives of youth in our region through the sharing of his
wisdom and knowledge that extends well beyond the basketball court. As a player at
James A. Cawood High School in 1974-75, Coach Wilson did much more than to prepare
his team for the upcoming game. He taught us the importance of being good citizens and
always stressed that his players possess high moral character. He has been a perfect role
model for me and his many players throughout his career. I would not be the person 1 am
today if it had not been for coach Wilson. He retired from the state of Kentucky in 1988
at age 50 with 30 years in the education profession.

While he has retired from teaching, Coach Wilson continues to coach at Red Bird High
School. He has been there for the past 19 years. He worked hard to put himself through
college. He has raised an excellent family and now has three grandchildren. His career
took him from the most rural of settings, Pine Mountain in Harlan County, to Webster
County to Red Bird,

Having played for him early in his career and having followed his career after that time, I
believe Coach Wilson is most deserving of induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. He
has devoted his life to the education and coaching profession. .

Sincerely,

T. Michael Howard
Assistant Superintendent
Harlan County Schools

An Equal Opportunity Empicyer M/F/D
www. harlan k12 ky.us/
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RED BirD MISSION SCHOOL

“A Witness for Christ in the Heart of Appalachia”

HC 69 Box 710 - Beverly, Kentucky 40913
(606) 598-2416 Fax (606) 598-7314
email: school@rbmission.org

Since 197

April 18, 2006

Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attenfion: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

To Whom It May Concern:

It gives me great pleasure to give a reference for John Dee Wilson to be inducted into the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. In fact, when I was looking at the pictures of those in
the Hall of Fame at the KHSAA office several weeks ago, I wondered why he was not
included in that elite group. He certainly represents what is so good about high school
athletics in Kentucky and in the United States.

T'have been principal at Red Bird Mission School for twelve years and John Dee has been
the Athletic Director and Head Boys Basketball Coach here during those years. In fact,
he still holds those positions. I certainly appreciate what John has done and is doing for
the school and for the male and female students that have participated and are
participating in sports here at Red Bird Mission School.

Mr. Wilson always represents our school and high school athletics in a courteous and
professional manner. It has been reported to me that he has never received a technical
foul in his many years of coaching. This is an outstanding feat for anyone. I was also
very proud of the way he represented the school and Eastern Kentucky Basketball when
ESPN did a three or four part series on Eastern Kentucky Basketball several years ago.
He was shown driving the bus, washing the uniforms, coaching the boys, praying with
the boys, and even almost crying when he announced that one of the boys fathers had
been released from intensive care.

John’s entire life has been dedicated to the youth of Kentucky through his many vears of
teaching and coaching. He is a very skilled coach and has a very fine win/loss record but
his greatest achievement is how he has affected the youth he has taught and coached.
There is no way to measure the tremendous amount of influence he has had on the youth
in Kentucky. Iam sure that many lives have been changed for the better because of his
dedication and example.

A department of Red Bird Mission, an institution of Red Bird Missionary Conference related to the General Board of Glebal Ministries of the United Methodist Chuzch




I'highly recommend that Mr. John Dee Wilson be inducted into the Dawahares/KHSAA
Hall of Fame. Ibelieve that the Hall of Fame will never be complete until Mr. Wilson is
part of that elite group. He is a fine Christian man and an example of the very best of
Kentucky High School Coaches.

Respectfully,

b V. et

Robert V. Ferguson, Principal
Red Bird Mission School



FEB 16 2008
_Timothy W. Saylor, Superintendent

251 Ball Park Road

Harlan, Kentucky 40831-1753
Phone (606) 573-4330

Fax (608) 573-5767

February 6, 2006

Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attention: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Nominating Committee:

It is with great pleasure that I encourage your consideration of Mr. John Dee Wilson for
induction into the KITSAA Hall of Fame.

Coach Wilson has touched so many lives of youth in our region through the sharing of his
wisdom and knowledge that extends well beyond the basketball court. As a player at
James A. Cawood High School in 197475, Coach Wilson did much more than to prepare
his team for the upcoming game. He taught us the importance of being good citizens and
always stressed that his players possess high moral character. He has been a perfect role
model for me and his many players throughout his career. T would not be the person I am
today if it had not been for coach Wilson. He retired from the state of Kentucky in 1988
at age 50 with 30 years in the education profession.

While he has retired from teaching, Coach Wilson continues to coach at Red Bird High
School. He has been there for the past 19 years. He worked hard to put himself through
college. He has raised an excellent family and now has three grandchildren. His career
took him from the most rural of settings, Pine Mountain in Harlan County, to Webster
County to Red Bird.

Having played for him early in his career. and having followed his career after that time, I
believe Coach Wilson is most deserving of induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. He-
has devoted his life to the education and coaching profession.

Sincerely, 7
T. Michael Howard ’

Assistant Superintendent
Harlan County Schools

An Equat Opportunity Emptoyer M/F/D
www.harlan kd2.ky.us/



