Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40505

To Whom It May Concern,

Please accept this nomination and letter of recommendation for Randy Wyatt as an
athlete for consideration into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

His achievements as a high school athlete are remarkable. As an eighth grade
student/athlete he won the 100 and 200 meter dashes at the Kentucky High School Track
Meet. He was named the Kentucky Male Track Athlete of the Year for four consecutive
years. In 1987, Gatorade named him their Track Athlete of the Year. He won 15 gold
medals in track and field in the Kentucky State Track Tournament, and in doing so, he
never lost an event.

He was named to the Top 100 football players in the nation, while leading his team into
the State Finals during his sophomore, junior, and senior years. He played college
football for the University of Louisville where he played in the 1990 Fiesta Bowl. He
transferred to the University of Kentucky where he was named team captain in 1993 and
he played in the 1993 Peach Bowl.

He currently is employed by the Paducah Public School System where he is the Head
Coach of the Track Team at Paducah Tilghman High School. His teams have won 7
consecutive Kentucky State Track Championships.

Randy Wiyatt has the high school athletic accomplishments for consideration into the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. More importantly, I was impressed by his morals and
character on and off the field. His high school diploma was more important to him than
his state records. I know he has made significant contributions to Kentucky High School
Athletics. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

g >4

Class of 2002
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Randy Wyatit’s Fact Sheet

First eight-grader to win the 100 & 200 meter dash at the Kentucky High
School State Track Meet

Name Kentucky Male Track Athlete of the Year for four consecutive years
First Freshman to win the Triple Crown in Track & Field

1987 National Gatorade Track Athlete of the Year

As a quarterback ed Paducah Tilghman Football to the State Finals his soph.
jr. and sr years

After his junior year, he complied 15 gold medals in track and field. Never
lost an event at the State Tournament

Named High School Track All-American

Named top 100 football players in the nation

In 1990 signed a scholarship with University of Louisville

Played in the 1990 Fiesta Bowl while playing at University of Louisvilie
The Spring of 1992 transferred to the University of Kentucky

While playing for University of Kentucky he started at Wide Receiver &
Tailback

In 1993 named team captain and played in the 1993 Peach Bowl

In 1994 graduated with a double major in Social Work & Kinesolgy and
Health Promotion



Paducah Public Schools
800 Caldwell Street

Post Office Box 2550
Paducah, KY 42002-2550

Telephone: 270-444-5600
EAX: 270-444-5607
http:/ /www.paducah. k12 ky.us

August 14, 2007
Dear Dawahares Hall of Fame Committee:

Please accept this letter in support of Randy Wyatt’s nomination to the KHSAA
Dawahares Hall of Fame. Iam pleased to offer a personal and professional reference in
support of his nomination.

Randy Wyatt has distinguished himself for many years as a strong advocate for Track and
Field. In his early years as a student at Paducah Middle and Paducah Tilghman High
School, he was part of two outstanding track teams.

Since you are in possession of his records, you are already aware of his outstanding
career as a high school student athlete and high school coach.

I have known Randy for many years, during two of which I served as his middle school
track coach. Throughout his career, as a student athlete and high school track coach, he
has established a reputation as an extremely capable, effective high school track coach.
He has consistently displayed qualities of initiative, conscientiousness, and
professionalism.

Randy has been the track coach at Paducah Tilghman High School for the past seven
years. Randy has done an excellent job in fulfilling his duties. He has demonstrated
consistency and fairness in answering the needs and expectations of his student athletes.

He is an effective and efficient communicator, As a coach, he is dependable and
punctual. During this seven years, I have found him a very positive, honest, and
understanding person. He is definitely a good character model for young adults to work
with.

Without hesitation or reservation, I support the nomination of Randy Wyatt to be
inducted into the Dawahares Hall of Fame. If you have further questions, please call me
at (270) 444-5600 ext. 5614,

Sincerely yours

- b il
Dennis Jackdon
Director — District Personnel

Arn Equal Coportunidy Employer



Paducah Public Schools
800 Caldwell Street

Post Office Box 2550
Paducah, KY 42002-2550

Telephone: 270-444-5600
FAX: 270-444-5607
htip:/ /www.paducah k12.ky.us

August 24, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to offer this letter of recommendation for Randy Wyatt as a candidate to be
inducted into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Randy has a long history as both an
outstanding athlete and a very successful track coach at Paducah Tilghman High School.

Randy ran track for me at Paducah Tilghman during his high school career and
established outstanding results. Paducah Tilghman High School won the Boys State
Track Championship during the four years that Randy competed mainly because of his
performances. Randy won 15 gold medals in the state meets during his four years at
Tilghman. He was a team leader that helped motivate others by his performance and his
willingness to do whatever he had to do for the team to be successful.

Randy was voted Track Athlete of the Decade by the Kentucky Track and Cross Country
Coaches Association, won numerous outstanding athletic awards at major invitational
meets, and was selected Gatorade High School All-American. He was state champion in
the 100 meter dash, the 200 meter dash, and was a member of the winning 4 X 100 relay
in track during his 8 grade year.

Randy attended the University of Kentucky on a full football scholarship following
graduation from Paducah Tilghman where he started as a wide receiver for 3 years.

Upon graduation, Randy was employed at Paducah T1lghman and was also selected to
coach the highly successful boys track team. After his 8™ track season as head coach,
Randy and his “Big Blue” track teams have won 7 straight Class AA State
Championships and finished Runners-up the other year.

Randy Wyatt has accomplished wonderful things as a student athlete and a coach;
however, his greatest value is his ability to motivate and challenge students/athletes.
Randy prepares his athietes to win championships on the field, but more importantly he
teaches them to be a success in school and life.

An Equal Opportfunity Employer



There has never been a more deserving person to have the honor of being inducted into
the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame. Please consider him for this award.

Sincerely,

Lyman Dale Brown
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¢ Tilghman "had ‘possession ‘of - the
. football "elght times  against "Hop-
“ kinsville en route to & 3897 victory

E i Six .tirﬁéé'Tiigmhan"scdfe&;-"'get-' , Esslopem o 815 2d,
ting five touchdowns and 4 career-' " G Sonml'd gl

- tying 46-yard field goal from Curt.

Cromwell. The .missed scoring

bpportunities -came 'on & 49-yard"

Held goal attempt by Cromwell that

had the distance but drifted to the
right, and a fumble at the Hopkins.-

ville “onie-yard - line by ‘freshman
quarterback Billy Jack Haskins,

. ““There was plenty of offense in
this one,” Tilghman coach Allan
Cox said. “T was very pleased with
the .offense and Randy Wyatt's
work at quarterback,” - )

. Wyatt threw four ‘touchdown
passes and complefed 13-of-17
aftempts for 172 yards to surpass

the L,600-yard mark on the season.

He went inte the game with 854

- yards on 58 completions and 128

attempts, The senior quarterback

49 percent,

improved his completion mark to

-in the Class 3A First District charg-
.g‘:‘io_r;ghip‘ game Friday at McRight
eld, o o

. Stikes (Corey Quaries kic
" TILGHMAN ~ Dominique Hughes 18 pass from Wyatt,
. = Ldto Mason 27 pass from Wyatt (Wyatt,
pass to Michacl Wooddfork) 7:35, 3rd.
. TG
+ Wick) 80:54, B~ . ; -
BOPKINSVILLE ~ Lewis 3 pass Irom Stokes {pass

TILGHMAN - Detrick ¥e|

; Tersunie Holmes 8 run {(Cramaseel
kignpszsz.m«.- A O

OPEINSVILLE — Shawn, Peachers 20 run’ {Steve
Wikife Enmels) 16:12, 2nd, :

" HOPRINSVILLE — Wa{;lg %w&s'f pass from Jotnes

{run fall} 1:39, Ind.
TILGEMAN

- Woodlpgk B-pass from Wyalt {Croniwell

- Ball) 124, dth, : L
HOPKINSVILLE ~ Lewis 9 pass from Stokes (pass
fail) 8:00, 41k, .
. - Tilghman Hoplinsvile
- First downs 21 b}
Rushiing attempty 31 [
Rushing yards...... | 159
Passing 14184 12251
Passing yards....., 18 228
Tokat yards 429 207
Penalties 653 115
. INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS '

Rushing — Tiighman: Teroanie Holmes 4197, Lewis
Ridgiway 118, Belrick Wells 348, Kiyo Wilson 338,
Michael Warren 10, Randy Wyatt 3, Blly Jack
Haskins Lminyg L, Steve Harvey laminws 4 Bopldns-
ville: Shawn Peachers 299, James Slokes 515, Willie
Eanels 325, .- .- . . :

Jack Haskins 144 16; Hoplinsvile: James Stok
19, Wayme Lewis 130 34, Willie Enncls 0309/

Recelving — Delrick Wells 584, Lite Mason 459,
Dominique Hughes 342, Lewis Eilfg:eway 147, Michael
B og: 4; Hopldnsville: Withe Ennels $115, Wayme
Lewis 564, Tony Pollard 249, - - .

Records ~ Tilghman 92 overall, 50 24 digtriet;
Hopldnsvitle 73, 32, .

s 11:23-)

“You can't do much better than
that,” Cox said. “We even had
seme balls dropped that could have
been eaught, Handy did everything
we asked of him.” .

Tilghman struck early, following
a fumble by Hopkinsville quarter-
back James Stokes that gave the
Tornado the ball at its own 41. Six
plays later Wyalt hit Detrick Wells
with an 18-yard scoring {oss and
Cromwell added the first of three
conversions,

The second touchdown came on
the first play from serimmage
when Teronnie Holmes went the
distance after Hopkinsville downed
a punt at the Tilghman 16,

If Cox was pleased with his
offense, his feelings about the
defense were just the opposite.

“I don't feel we played real erisp
defense,” he said, “Maybe we're
saving it for next week.”

- G . -
e k Wells 18 pass from Randy
+ Wyl {Ourt Cromwell klek) 731, Lt Coee

" pass ‘inferference an

e at ‘hal
speed. We just didn't seem to Pla
with much emotion sind intensity.”

-Alded by & 15yand dper_lalty;,;fp

team like ‘Hopkinsvil

a b-yar
encroachment, Hopkinsvill

» ‘marched 80 Yards in'10 plays fora®

. touchdpwn. Shawa'Preachers tock -

' Pusing - Thghian: Randy Wil 13470 173, By

scoring honors from 20 yards out 6n -
the third ‘play of -the secohd -
quarter, Backup guarterback Steve
Espesito passed for. twe.points on -
the conversion to make it 148, . .-

Cromwell's field goal extended
the Tilghman advantage to nine d
points.-.©. T

A pass by flanker Wayne Lewis |
from ‘a fake reverse gained 34~ -
yards and set up the Tigers' second -
score. On the 26-yard scoring play,”
Wayne Lewis wag the target Aor .z
Stokes’ toss. e Shigla

Hopkinsville brought an 82 mark . -
into the game, but would not have
quatified for the playoffs even with
a victory over Tilghman. The best
the Tigers could hope for was a
one-third: share of the district title, |
bui "a ‘third-place finish behind =
Tighman and Union County. i

“Had we played well on defenge,
we could have put the pame away
early,” said Cox. .

“They had nothing fo play for
and they got down 140, but they -
came back and got into the game.”

Tllghman scored three more
touchdowns, all on passes from
Wyatt, before Hopkinsville got back
on the scereboard.

“Randy did a great job spreading .
the passes around,” Cox said,
neting - that Wyatt threw touch-
downs to four different receivers,

It addition fo the touchdown

-reception to open the scoring,; Wells

caught four more balls for'a total -
of 64 yards, Lito Mason had four
recepions for 59 yards.

“Detrick had a good game,” Cox
said. ‘Tt -shows -what ‘he can ‘do
when he's heathly. Wher we have
Detrick and Lito at fulf speed, you
can't just cover one side.” )

Lewis Ridgeway needed 139
yards to reach the 1,000-yard mark,
The senior fullback fell short, gain-
ing 82 yards on 11 fries to raise his

* season’s rushing total to 943,




All-Star nvah*y

Kentucky sToster includes six Purchase standouts

Assne[ated Press

LEXINGION, Ky. — All-State

guarterback Robert “Pookie’
Jones of Calloway County heads the

list of Kenfucky high scheol. all-
stars that will face Tennessee prep -

"stars this summer.

Jones, a candidate for the “Mr.
Foothall" award, will be joined by
quarterbacks Randy Wyalt of Pad-
ucah Tilghman, running backs

[ Zane Beehn of Owenshoro Apolio,

Donnie Redd of Danville and Tony
" Edelen of Louisville Fairdale; and
lineman Mark Askin of Louisville
8t Xavier, all finalists for t.he
honor L

Mr. Kentucky candndates

" JONES ~ WYATT

The 35-man team team, selected
by the Kentucky High Sehool Foot-
ball Coaches Association, includes

. Tilghman’s .Curt Cromwell and-

Detrlck Wells, Mayfleld’s Beau

Brown and Trigg County's Robert .

Stmson
Among the all-staters making the

" team were linebacker Jason Ken~

drick of Louisyille Trinity, defen-
sive back Kelvin Givens of Lincoln
Coumty and runming -back Sieve
Bailey of Pikeville,

Lynn Ray of Covington Catholic

" will coach the team. The assistant

kead coach is Danville’s Sam Harp,

formely a coach at Calloway

County, The assistant coaches are
Boh Schneider of Newport Central
Catholic and Bob Noll and Mark
Goetz of Covington Cathelic. ... . ..

| S




- Kentucky sprint champlon Randy ‘Wyatt -

- of Paducah Tilghman is coming, and Fern

Creek's multi-purpose talent, ‘Juani “Ham-

“ynonds, is going.” -

-~ Wyakt, saying he fecls he can be ap“im-

"pact player” in a program on the “upiise,”

- . yesterday joined three Tilghman teammiates
“will sign to play football at -

in declaring he
. the University of Loulsville. ...

" Hammonds, a falltime linebacket jand

tight end and pari-time fultback, wide re-
ceiver and kick returner, ‘rejected Ken-

tucky’s advances and announced for Michl- '

- 'gan State. . L :
“wrhe last two years I've followed the Big

Ten" Hamimonda sald. “It's real competi

tive: ¥ Tike their aggressive hitting style; and
Michigan State’s had a first-round (National

Football Ledgue) draft pick each of the last

seven years.”

Tn Wyatt, Loulsville will get someone kis

coach says could become a “g}'eat impact

© player” in college,

“1f Notre Dame's got the Rocket (Raghib

' Ismall), then Louisville’s got the Lager,”
~+ Tilghman coach Allan Cox said. - .

.-, Wyatt, who has qualitied academicafly to
play es a Ireshian, yan a 4.335econd 40-

77t Tilghman, which went 386 ‘{He.past
fhree seasons and was Class AAA runngrup

each year, be played quarterback as a’soph-

omore and senfor and {ailback as & jurior,

Rut Uof L recruited Wyatt strictlg s a

wide recetver. _‘
~“That's definitely where I want to play,”
Wyatt said. "1 liked playing quarterback,
put.1 did it because the team needed help
there.” .

S :
Wyatt chose Loulsville over Southern Call

fornia. Kentucky was the other school in his
tinal three, He furned down visits fo Miami
of Florida, Tennessee, Michigan and Ilinois,

His host at Southern Cat in mid-January

was Kurt Barber, a former Tilghmarn feam-
mate and outside linebacker for USC.,

It .was real nice,” Wyalt said. “It's a dif-
-gevent world out there, Lots of forelgn peo-
He made s official visit to U of L on Su-
.per Bowl weekend, Lt

P\t ot comfortabie, like I fit in.” he Sald.

See SPRINT CHAMP
PAGE 3, col. 4, this section

U Wyatt also  said -the

. from high school to college will be
helped by “the ‘presence of tea

1 omates, e o
. Split end Lito. Mason.and tailback:

- “Tefonnie ‘Holmes announced. for

.17 of L:last Thursday. Fuliback Lew-

=0

own-producing players is headed

elsewhere, declaring -yestgrday for

"-Cox also sald place-icker Curt-
. Cromwell ‘and liiebacker Domi-

nigue Hughes are pointing foward

Loulsviile, although Hughes, a non-.

gualifier, “will have to enroll on his

.oown 0 )

i . Wyatt; 6 feet and 165 pounds,
threw for 21 touchdowns and rushed

" tor nine last season. He rushed for

.+ Rard dash before {he 1989 season, Cok said, ...

289 yards in 111 carries and com-

. pleted 108 of 209 passes for 1,480
- yards, with 11 interceptions,

He won 1} state sprint titles — the
100-;-200- and 400-meter runs a8 a
freshman, sophomore and junier,
and fhe 100 as an eighth-grader.
Last spring in the Troguols Invita
fional, ke defeated Kentucky's other

tciiva'r& Lexington when Bili ‘Curry
.was ‘hired as head ‘coach, “but it
“didn't make any gilference. it came

" #and the highestrecruited kid ever
nd - Southern' i :

Cleveland Browns star, fand his size.

op ~sprinfer, s AAA

Payne of Holy Cross," ‘
ring ‘and net ‘run’ track. '
urned out” he sald. o - o
‘He's the fastest kid ever to com

oit of Kentucky, I think,” Cox said, "€

out:of our program.” . ... -
'Wells caught 38 passes for. 52
yards and four 7IDs, He rushed 32:
fimes for 189 yards and four scores.
wHes a Paul Warfleld-type recelv- *;Sak
er,” sald Cox, referring to ihe ex:-.ge

4

(6-1%,°185) lends itself to making

.him @& great blocker downfield.”
- Hammonds’ core custiculum and |

grade-point average quatify him. 0"
play as a freshman, but he didn’t
reach the reguired 15 score on Bi§’

-American College Test on Ihe first !
" attempt. He'll try again Saturday. .

“Teachers “have been working’

~with me, and [ feel real gooed about
it he sald. ’ i

Harmonds weighed the options

-between Michigan State and UK for -

almost a week before choosing.

© vt was a really tough decision,”
he sald, “Coach Curry was very ¢on-

‘cerned about me as & person and an
athlete, and he plays a six-man at-
tacking front on defense that I can
excel in : '
“But coach {(George) Perles was a
downto-carth giy, a biuetollar
type, end they play & 4-3 defense
that s geared around the lineback-
er. A thought of mine, too, was to
experience & different culture to see

tackles and
oht 22,9

But Wyatt will play baseball this dem ¢

r. At Fern Créek he made 86,501

"1 Yike the hifting — and
tting hit —'a wiole lot” " %

4s,in on 47 others! He'

»

asses for 260 yards aad
ards for gD -
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{hat’s hard to do sometimes. 5" 2

Jones wag alsq the first-team All-

- State quarterback, and hag gained
dhe. respect’ ipdlstar, play-
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play ‘aext year at Murray” Siate,”
will “at ‘strong safely, land ¢
another Mayiield. Sradnate, s Jason- .,
Counts, will platoon- a, nose-guard
and defensive tackle, Gy AT
¥ “Trige County’s Robert Stinsor, a
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Versatile Wyatt a speedy football All-

By Mike Flelds :
Heralg-Leader stalt weilet )

LOUISVILLE — What was the first
thing fleet-footed Randy Wyatt neticed
when  he  watked
into the University

- of Louisville foot-
. ball locker room
this week?

One of those
motivational signs
posted by Cardinals
coach Howard
Schinellenberger
that reads, “Spead
kills"

Wryatt then

Randy Wyatt
went out and ran a 40-yard dash in 4.3

bal- coaches smiled with delight.

The Tennessee Al-Stars, who will
provide the competition Saturday night
in Knoxville, better beware,

“Speed 15 a weapon in football” said
Whyatt, the former Paducah Tilghman

-star who will play college footbal! at
Liof L. ] first realized 1 was fast when I

was in the sixth grade. 1 don't think ['ve
stowed down since.”

L. Wyait is a versatile foothall player.
In high school he played wide receiver,
haifback, quarterback, defersive back
and returned kicks. When he got a step
on somebody, he was never caught.

" Nobody could stay with Wyatt in
track, either, He swept the 100- and 200-
meter dashes in the state track meet four

seconds as the Kentucky AllStars' foot

Wyait

From Page D1

Wyatt helped the Blue Tornado
to the Class 3A state finals three
straight years, although they lost
each time, )

The loss to Highlands in last
year's title game is Wyalt's most
vecent football memery, so he
would love to replace that with &
victory over Tennessee,

] feel good ahout our chances,”
he said. "We've got a lot of talent,
and were coming together as a
team, Maybe we can make it two In
a row.”

Wyant was referring to Ken-
tucky’s win over Tennessee last
year. One of the big plays in that
game was Kurt Johmson's punt
refurn for 2 touchdown.

Johnson, now at UK, was Wy-

. att's teammate at Tighman, where
the two of them were a frightening
_Kkick return tandem.

“Kurt has that speed plus the
moves,"” Wyatt said. “I'd like to be
the same way. That's why 1 love
offense more than defense. I want
the ball every time if 1 can get it."

straight years, and added three victeries

intheddd. . . .- . -
He didn't run track this spring be-
cause he had nothing left 1o prove
Instead ke played baseball, Batting lead-
off, he hit nearly 500, had 42 steals in 43
aftempts and sparked Tilghman to the

_sectional semifinals, - - - - -
“Tt was fun,” Wyatt said, “f think 1l -

fry to play foothall and baseball at
UofL, too .

Wyatt was one of the most.seught-
after college football prospects in Ken-
tucky last season. Most of the major
powers contacted him — there isn't an
abundance of 4.3 speedsters out there —
and Wyatt narrowed his choices to
Uof L and Southern Cal. .

He finally t\lecided_ ta stay in his

home state.

Star

Y - : T ¥
"1 just felt mare at home here,” he
said. “And | feel Louisville football is on
the upswing, and I want to be part of it.”
It also helped that six former Pady-
cah Tilghman players will be joining
him in the Cardinal football camp later

]

- this summer, -

- They are Lite Mason, Lewis
Ridgeway, Terroine Holmes, Dominic
Hughes and Kurt Cromwell off last
season’s team, and James Johnson, a
serviceman who played for Tighowin
two years ago. e

“it's a good situation because we'll
all motivate each other on the field and
to make good grades,” Wyatt said, “And
maybe the winning tradition we had ab -
TFilghman will carry over to college, too.”

(fum to WYATT, D7}
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4 to play baseball this spring — will

oo safety Saturdoy ‘might whea ‘playlag with Pookie. He's the type piis ! rankil .
b entueky visits Knogvitle to take on “guarterback wh Is golng to get you :Jones enjoyed It There s a good sunch of -outside linebacker Zane Beeim‘,o! -
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Continued from poge |
Jones then an the ball in, >
* Whiles Creek’s Robert Davis rar
a kickoff hack 48 yards, and Xnox-
yifle Bearden’s David Carte
i seored the touchdown on a six-yarc
fun fo put Tennessee up 76, .. @
* “Basically, I thought our feam
e & Goizgion G
epach Lynn Ray of Covington Cath
ofic sald. “It's just & n‘s%!?m
officiating wasi’t as good |
played.” L
- Kentucky was penslized
times for 70 yards, while Tennessee
received gix penalties for 50 yards.
. Alcola’s mim%asllnﬁmas Tennes:
see’s leading er, gaibing
61 yards on 1§ carries, Pikeville's
Steve: Bailey led Kentucky will
nine carries for 68 yards, -
Wyalt caught five passes for &
yards for Kenfucky and Covinglo:
F.at]gg!ie’s Brian Wiliams had thre:
or 34
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He a rey
indivfduals during
_western Kenfucky. '

TFASKETBALL -depended ‘on fraditional
S

B.
wers o lead the way, and
ye  aid Mar .County’

- happy to move to the forefront, - s
“'The »;I'omadn}-vtv:éh ? t%cho;‘m_zT
siralght pgames, g the F. gion
fitte aga!%wt Metracken ¢ amiy o ghbor
Reidland, After b ating Ev # Carte inti

Sweet Sixteen's first round, the Tornado
finatly ‘losi to state rmersvp Pleasyre

" 'Ridge Park 8250 for & 30-2 seasop, which
.. included_coach, Berny Miller’s 506t vi

i,

fory. <. Lo
. %ase_nnmbéréhe‘lpeﬂ Miller win his Eifth

Tornade p‘;aggrs Dotiald Tj /s, Bobt g Gress
-and Michael ‘Wilsont + 1 the AlI-yr-hase
feam. Graves Cousty :
was pamed Player of 4o Ye i
- 1t Jooked

Elassie in Joneshoro, Ark,, and runner-up

;‘)Iacblgb;mrﬂm‘xigg of the Bluegrass in

December. ™

U The La&y"Marshals W't be eutd.o‘xé..:

“They finished tast spring vith ¢ 285 record

.when'. eventua] . siate .championy . Oldbar ~ gy “seaton, the’ Racérs woh fhe Bayo

“County beat thera 616 in 2 state juarter-
Finals,

Mary -Tayk -aid dving on £

¢ “tral's Stacy Calhounwoi, All-State borurs

with "Tdylor also winning Purchase Player
of the Year, Livingston Central won the
Secong Region it : befors los'ig in the
Sweet Sixteen’s op .alng £ and,

- Mayfield had ‘2 /goed season andbeat

‘Marchall Codntt in Draffenvilie to win the
“distriet crown before losing to Reidland in
‘the ¥itst Region semifinals, The Cardinals
oubstabding record helpod Lanny Lancaster
{f‘win_ﬂsu Pur jase Crech of the Year
“ - BONos : B Lol
- Acresy the Ohie River, Massae Counly
also beat the Ma shals and went on to the
champlen ip ¢ -ne of the Ilfinois Class A
state tou'- 1amens. Teot polls, which awept
the bays’ and girls" titles, beat the Patriots

Fony McClure had his Paduesh Commu-
nity College Indians one step away from
the national rnior cullege final fourna-

mezt, | it Grf .t Rivers Athletic Conference |

rival T a'agh Valley beat the 2413 Indians,
PCC w0 lfs fret Region VII title in 13

i of-the top évents and |
the R‘Iﬁsports season i

Purchase Coach_of the ¥ ar honar with.

» Forrest Wo dfor's,”
;. Tike 1987 raay b & close clone, . yoars despite

' "With Tivis and Grdss back, Tighman was - Yordor. Colloge
: 112 with a chainpionship in the Wendy's . forged # to play extra tournament games.

" Although Murray State settled for a 1712 -

" best séorer.. . 7 ;
- Goheen ‘ot off to a'good start
- 87 séason by beating Tndiana with a last-

© Wyatt,

Berny Millet (left) wois bis 5001t
1itlés to highlizght the 1986 season.

digpute with the,Kgnsuck)"
Juzdor* College Athlefic Associatitn that

pecord in Stevé Newton's first year as

. coach, it was 140 ‘at Racer Arena and

reached the Ohio Valley Conference tourna-
.ment semifinals, After a 24 start Ir the '86-

Classic title for an even 44 fiaxk? ..
Marshall County's Barry Goheen made
an immediate impact in coilege. In his
freshman season 2t Vanderbill he was

_ named to the Southeastern Conference ail-
. freshman team and was the teant’s fourth

the "85-

second shot,
. FIRST
Tifghman, which won First Reglon titles In
five of the 12 m i participated ik, The
Toraado won

kethatl, soceer, cross couniry, football and
track while finishing second in baseball to
Calloway County. o

Only the Tornado track feam went on to,
a stafe title, winning is eighth straight led .

by 106 ‘and 200-meter champion Randy

"Fhe cross country team Finished third in

the slate with Neal Clark and Jeme Hayes

natned to the All-Btafe team

The Tormade seccer and foothall feams,

REGION domsinance belonged 1o

pionships In boys' bas-

limiipated In the first cound,

s
starters Stacey Overlin and Billy Swansen

"+ football team was eliminated by eventual
“atate 3 champidn Owensboro 107 in over-

time, & team it had beaten b the season’s
..opening game. ¢ - S
: mﬂﬂ}er champions were Marshall County
baseball,” Caldwell County in boys' golf,
- Calloway County In girls' golf, Lone Oak i
“boys'tennls, Murray In
Lone Oak in softball.

TENNIS always begins with & P in

~“rebounding, "its best ‘coach, his father
: Bennle, stayed on his‘siSually consistent

<o - Pestored by 'injutles, -Mel dropped ‘o
145th in the ATP rankings in July, then
- rebounded in August. Tosirg in the Hrals of
- ‘the Wachovia Tensls Toeurnament. in
Raleigh, N.C., ke bounced back to 51 in
sternber and finished 72nd in December’s
lost pardng, : ’ : :

" seventh stralght OVC tessls crown for
Purcell and won by a convinelng 57 points
with three new players In the roster. The
eighth OV exown may not be far behind,

Purcel: kept on the court himself as one

il
«iiconmer starter Jarnie Griner and football .
won Associated Press All-State honors. The .

T Kentucky . Open -singles title an
firls" temnis and -

. HKentucky, ne matter which year you | :
i chaode. Although thestate’s tap profes. . tolrtament. Lone Oak won the bops’ itle
onal Mel Purcell felt on hard Emes before : althongh Marshals' Mike A :

" players reached the
- GOLF provided a growing Hst of yaouéxa%

Bennie kept his Murray State fennis team *
. o a more even keel, The Racers won their .

of several loeal :champions in The §
i summer tennls series. Purceli won & sen-

“ioeg title, along with Mike Martin, Garnett
. Scott and Lloyd Seftle, .- . .- ..

Paducak pari-time “resident 'F;e'rris,
Newell won hoth the Juniors and Open
titles in women’s play while Richard Tracy

~won the Junlors 168' champlonship and
Edwiz Albrilion the A division ttle, In~

state’ competition, Jeff Leeper castured a
Bohby
Palmer Won the B-division fitle in the

Bluegrass Games, both [n Lexington. =

. High school play was dominated hy Lone

Ogk and Muwrray in the First Region

dams won his
3rd boys’ singles crown. Murray won the

: gifls’ titie witk Liz Oaidey taling the

champlonship, None of the First Region
semifinaly, -

professionals who were raised on local
- eourses, and some of the old favorites kept

- popping up in the headfines.

Russ Cochran’s exploils inclizded sechr-

- ing his PGA Towr card for fifth season.

‘thanks 1o a $21,000 second place paycheck
at the Tallahasgee Open in Noversber,
Cochiran finished a fackiuster year strongly
for $69,917 and nd place on the money

Hat,
Plenty of young faces looked hopeful of
following those steps. Kenky Petry, a

!s-

‘Perti play. & Pair of ¢
oles £6 edge’ Risgger by a Steoke in Th
Trvin Cobb’s pro division championship ol
= hot July day afer ‘the Pair tied at 7
- under-par, 135 through 36 holeg,... & ..
-Amateurs were Just ‘as busy. Marshal
- County's Bret Larmmer Slarted the seasor
ing Mur#ay’s David Dili by a strokc
y Reglon Srep tifle in May, ther
ollowed with-a sudden death plavoff les:
or Second place In the KESAA boys finais
His ¢earn hed 4th. Calloway County':
|5 mere the ‘second ‘best beam’ in the
AA finals, but a distant 43 strokec
« behind Sacred Beaet. . ST o sl
_Mike Shelbowrne rarely faltered in the
area’s ‘amateur tournaments. After taking

“Amateur, eld at the Country Club of
" Paditeah, 'be finished at 290 when a birdie
gg;t on his lagt hole stopped short, Tefl-
 handed Steve Flesch, 2 State Am first, war
anly one'to heat the seore with a 280,
-ihe Cobb, Shelbourne's consistency
opt him ameng the leaders taraighoit the
‘twoday toirnament for a Sunder-par 187
“that " wag one sfroke betier than Craig
«; Sehnurbusch. Jeff Golther. way an easy
.. winner at Roiling Hills with a Gunder-par
.65 after rain turned the tournament into a
one-day event. © . B
- Pursie Pipes win his 5tk giraight Serlors
“erowm, and Mary Jane Park her eighth
Ladies Sun towrnament. Pipes beat his age
<5t & 60 on the last day to win the Seniors
while Park built an overwhelming lead on
the final day with a 241, X hed heen eight
. "years between Tier 7th and 8th wins,
" COACHES hit milestones along the way,
with the magie 503 victary piateay irapor-
tant to both Berny Miller of Titghman and
Dee Hideg of Post 31. Miller's basketball
‘Pornado. presented him his 500th viclory
“Just before the istrict tournamest began
while Hideg's ‘American Legion basebalt
team supplied the honer in July,
Others had hagder times, .
Patucah's Leeman Benneit ended his
term as professional foothall's Tampa Bay
coach on Monday whea it was anncunced
he was fired after a 214 season in 1586, It
was only the second year in a fouryear
contract with the Bucs. .
Just two months earlier Eddle Haas
ended @ 28-year coaching -career with
professional basebail's Atlanta Braves in
- the fall. Haas had been manager of the
major league Braves in 1985 before Chuck
Tarmer replaced him at midsoasen.
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“In May of '84, the Tiighman m stir Had *
narrowly mxssed a Kentucky high scheol sprmter 5"

triple crown. He had won the Class 24 100-meter and . ..

400-meter dashes at the Kentucky State Track Meet,
- and finisheéd sécond at 200 meters, : )
A scholarship at Southern Ilimms Umverstty (SIU)

foliowed and Mason spent his sumnmer training on the -

meadows of western Kentucky. At his side was an
awkward, frisky young colt named Randy Wyatt, -
*Connor used to tell me when he first got here that
there was a little kid back in Paducah who was nearly
as fast as him,” SIU track coach Bill Cornell said.

gomg to be an exceptional runner.”

Just out of the sixth grade, Randy Wyatt aiready
had a reputation. :

“It’s hard for mé to comment on-the kid, because I
"haven't seen:him run yet,” University of Tennessee
.coach Doug Brown said Friday, “What I've heard
“from others is that he's absolutely fremendous, a big. -
: {ime sprinter already with fremendous potent&a .

- Now a 16-year-old freshinan, Wyatt is focusing on a
worid-class future his Tnighman track coach Lyman
Brown claims, Over the next four years, Brown ~
helieves Wyatt will be establishing some amazing

~Kentucky track tradatmns and addmg a nation-mde o

- heights, Just a little digging into his shoit background
Brown has a deep measure of cre{ixb:hty Eor such a-

reputatmn

statement. His Tilghman team has won a record eight
stralght Kentucky track titles and his sprinters have
"won four 100-meter dash titles, five 200-meter titles
-dnd four 400-metér tifles in the last seven years.
- Meanwhile, Wyatt has already proven himself as
“Kentueky's outstanding sprinter by winning the Class
3A 100-meter and Zbﬂ-meter dashes at the state meet

-as an eighth prader. His 100-meter time {10.84) was .1¢ -

bemgd the state record and his 21.58 at 200 meters was
25 short.

This sprmg, he's aiready broken meet loﬁ-meter
-records in four invitational races, including a
-remarkable 10.47 at the Cape Relayg in Cape
ol : . .

TR o st e

ready w:tb
: tremendous potenba] ?

Garardeau, Mo., ‘ on Apnlﬂzﬁ HIS slowest the was a

108 at the Champagne Invitational in Chiampagne, 1.,
. - Bakturday. But he has passed the state meet record :
~ time of 10.65 three times this season, =

- “I've never personally seen a sprinter that has as .

* much potential as Randy does,” Brown said. “And 1
- hink in the back of his mind, Randy sees himself as
maybe being a world elass sprmter and running in

- some of the top meets in the world. .
«“He told me to watch out for this kid, that he was . .

HWe've compared his times'as a 14-year~old thh
the times of Carl Lewis at that age and the times of
the nation’s top high school sprinter, William Reed in -
ﬁadelphaa, at that age. Handy s fimes are almost al

er, SR

. MThat's just somethmg to talk about, but it oniy

 tells you how those runners compared fo Randy at 14.-
There’s a lot of hard work that goes into a world class ' -

sprinter running 9.9 J60-meter dash: g
“‘What it does say, is that it’s definitely possible for
him. I he understands how hard he has to work to get’

there and does the necessary work, it’s possible.”

. Soft-spoken and still a little shy, the lanky 5-foet-11 .
freshman doesn't back down from looking at such Eofty

}'evteais an early and well-bred determination to run
as

~ “When my cousin Connor wonld go out to the park,
he'd always ask me {0 go out and run with kim,”
Wyatt said about Mason. “He and Shawn {J ackson
showed me & lot of things about form, hke I'ugh !mee

- kick and pur:]pmg your arms,

“Connor always told me I was going {o be good,
just to keep working hard, I do work hard. I push
myself every day in practice because once you take it
easy someone eise will come up from behind you and
take yeur place.”

See WYLITT/BS
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.hig ‘fo b

! ppecially when |
“Wiiday ni
Athe

o

2y o)

- Tiighman coach 5 we
Adlan ‘C‘?‘? Eﬁ%e gzeasnpt::_gnd ~hetter..Fhe Tornado .Ldeigndirz
fversaticnal, But on gamei] .mgi;t 5 ge_eg;:;} il iréaz !&;{It goa;!;a'id
1 T g ! 5
Ly ot s a1 Q'Eﬁer; Bt there were. too. many. ..

7 snissed tackles and too much confu-
sion, lgading 403

tean s fral

i 0'wex-15.:’w."ofﬁox . : 12§40 1
gigs]'t_,glffense striiggle . isad at intersaiss 1 y

gwiwat_t {middle) of Paducah Tilghman sets a schéol record In fhe 100 meter dash,

- e

%0 _Owgnsboro_ :

~ STEVEMELIZERfThe Sun

“the Tiighman 8. On the first play’
1£r§m s%r'munage, Eugene Sanders
took the pitek and -izeade_q tq the

' :Tornado’ séiior Bobby- 3

- step alans the way,

Ey STEVE MILLIZER, .
-suugmwmr-’i},
- With Randy Wyatt 1@
Tilgkman track fistory ne:

. time “getting -any - atéit
Heck, they won' even totjiim
e stadizm to ¢ompete,

Long before Wyait had

. meet records, Gross was Sefting off

Saturday morning on"a quest®
athlete to clear the T-foot pia%gau

“0n a cold, Blustery day, that
height wasn't even close fo - the

but his G4oot, 4-inch wining leap
was a more than satisfactory first
“Considering the weather, thig is
a good start™ Gross said after
clearing 64 on His last fump on
outside Memordal Stadium on the

;t%ng j
haih

become the . first Kentucky ‘piep

horizon’ for the Tilghman senicr, was Feally a surprise, Now, Tt
Y / 3 )

o b
thery guick with
the. second half”.

o Complefe results of -
 the Tilghman .. ...
~Invitational, page B2,

\, perking ot. The rest of the compe-
"\ Htien had all misced at 62 and

Gross declded not to fry for &6
ecause of the cold ecndjtions,

'Last year I did’% think I'g got
ear 69, but I came out In the
second. meet and cleared 64, That

~shooting for T-fool, T cleared B9 in
‘the ‘regionals and three imches
Jeight seem like a'lot hut it's really

- ot that fauch,

“It's get-able.”
That’g what Lyman Brown and

Vyat: making'it difficult
or Gross to get attention

Au’gle Schiller helieve ai;{mt t

- Tilghman track leam, »' partic
. larly strong unit that Dlistered ¢
io vompetition ir-the 29th -anny

meet. With & strong showing by |

field events team and Wyatt's b
meet-record sprints, the Tornas
won by 60 points. They beat secor
piace New Madrid 13675, -.
Wyatt, 2 freshman, and-soph

' mgre Kurt Johngon were the meet

ondy double winners and Gross we
the third individual champion t1
Tornado produced, Wyatt won {F
Gutstanding Track Performer an
Cape Central’s Jeff Tullis won th

“Outstanding  Field Performe
.;mg:hyfwith & 577 shot put., ¢ -

girls, Salem edged Henderso:
County for the Edle 5856 whis
Tilghman Hed for third with For
Campbell af 5. Tiighman's Bobby
Jetferson was a double winner f

See GROSS/ES



“py BILL LUTHER
' Newsﬁemlnni sgcﬂsmher

13 'j Remember'*the nam; Randv
Noyatt Yot haven't heard the: last

. performer in.the I8th. Voluntesr
~Track Classic.

_ the honor in what is considered the

field championships, Wyatt won the

. “leg to bring 'I‘xlghman from behind

- of the ‘Kentucky high school fre.,h-:‘_ goatl setpefure I came down ke

. yatt,, ccrmp\— 2 i
T’!ghmaa High, *feft* his -mark oni ",
Terinbssee’s  Torn Black Track on .
Saturday afternoon. He 16ft a lot of 7
_printers behind ‘en oute to Tha' |
. -S-:ve‘yn and Spencer Thrift Memeori- .
«al Award ‘as-the outstanding male-

- The first fres‘iman to. capture :
* South’s top high school track and
-100-meter dash in 10.81 seconds,

i win the
and recorded a sizeling 48} anchor .

t6 a'victoiy in the 4x400 relay.«
MR (wmnmg the zwardy wis.;

*fine. § knew we had to win the relay

{4%400) to win the title. AB I want- ¥
ed to do was to dateh by with th

guy and stay with hini,"After we go
to the straight, | knew 1 cautd tum

it on and beat him.” .

With Wyatt sconng 22*/‘ psmts

".‘T:lgb'nan compzled 61 torhall an ¢

‘eight-yeat reign by Virginia teams |
in the boys competition, Thomas
Jefferson of Richmond, Va. was'

-~ second with 42 points. Third place, -+, -
with 41 points, went to Nashville' - ‘-T

‘mg the 200 and then the uplem
@& legion. the 4x400. © © .
réally wanted the 200 begause ;
oW if the guydroni Glass (Erie ?-
zlliagss) won they could win'the o .
meet,?: Wyatt gaid,  “Bverybedy -
14 mé it wy'tip to'me and I seve
rea!ly,thougkt ¥ Wwas in trouble™ <

~reter hurdles in 14,41 seconas, sgo. -

. ondinthe 300 hurdles in 44.87and 4}

membe; of the rinner-up 4x100 re- :
- lay team, guided Williarn Fleming of |
Roanoke to the girls team champi-
" onship: Wiliam Fleming’s margh |

beat '{'homas J e!ferson of Rxc‘zmond P
p!ease gee’ CLASS!C, naga cs U

Tina Curtis, winner in the 200- "




e Statt report.”
" TENNE

its biggest track meet of the

‘season, Paducah Tilghman's hoys

SSEE — Participating in

captured the Volunteer Track Clas- - :

" gle Saturday by defeating 66 other '

teamns. Tilghman' freshman “sensa-

tior. Randy - Wyatt -was named.the
meet’s outstanding performer with -
Yieteries in the 100 (10.57 seconds)
and-200 :((21.46) meter-dashes, He

also ~anchored : the - winning -1,600
. g*‘;?ﬁfélay team with a final leg of

Tilghman scored 61 points. E.C."

Glass- (Va.) had 42, Whiteside
(Nashville, Tenn,) 41, .
-~ - Tilghman's “winhing 1,600-meter
+ team set a school record of three

" minutes, 20.03 seconds. Other {eam
members and their {imes were
David Jones (49.98), Kurt Johnson -
(50,24}, and James Johnson (51.51).
- Tilghman had three second place
finishes, Kurt Johnson finished
gecond in the iriple jump with 47
_ feet, Michael Jones was second in

the shot put at 353, and the 800-

meter relay team of James Johi-

son (22.41), Anton Thomas (21.95),

Teronnie Holmes (22.88) and David |

James (21,74) was second in-

12889, - |

Titghman secured a third place
behind the 400 meter team of John-
son -(10.82), Chris Weatherspoon
(10.65), Holmes (10.95) and Joneg
{10.42) for a 42.64 overall time.

The Tilghman girls’ finished four
in the meet out of 52 teams, Freg} -
man Bobby Jefferson won the 100

- (32.01} and finished third in the 20. ,

Senior Marissa Pace won the

discus (1194). ' ’,
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