May 11, 2020

Members of the Selection Committee
KHSAA

72280 Executive Dr

Lexington, KY 40505

RE: Nominatlion of Coach Don Adkins to the Kentucky High School Basketball Hsa%% of
Fame

To Whon It May Concern:

Famewriting fo nominate Don-Adkins for your consideration to the Kentucky High School
Basketball Hall of Fame. His main achievements were as a Basketball Coach, but he has along
list of accomplishments in athletics. He was. an assistant basketball coach at Tates Creek. High
School for 20years. His Junior Varsity teams had an outstanding record of 299 wins and 68
losses, and he contributed greatly to-the Varsify team’s 400 wins during those years. In 1890-
1881 the Tates Creek teamn was the State High School Basketball Tournament Runnerup due in
large part to his contribution on the coaching staff. He was named the Head Basketball Coach at
Lafayette High School in 1985, and was able fo deveiop the program in a short time fc} win the
Kentucky High School Basketball championship in 2000-2001.

Don attended Catlettsburg High School and letiered in Football, Basketball, Baseball, &
Golf. He graduated from the University of Kentucky where he was the student manager for the
Basketball team under Coach Joe Hall. He has served as the Fayette County High Schoals and
Middle Schools Athletic Director since 2008. He has been invalved with the radio Broadcast of .
reguiar season & state tournament basketball games since 2002. He has served as Athletic
Director at both Tates Creek & Lafayette High Schools. Don Adking received the Jim Host Youth
Sports Award.in 2015 for outstanding-coniributions fo the youth in the. cc}mmumty He was highly
respected as an ouistanding mermber of the faculty at both high schools.

My admiration, appreciation, and -respect'fori his professional achievements with the high
quality skills he possesses as a coach and teacher along with his character and integrity as a
- person are the reasons that 1 believe that he desemnves to be honored as a new member to the
KHSAA Basketball Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

A ~
\E é{?é’é’f&:ﬂ \“:m;?’f%“f}:‘g it
WNolan Barger '
1216 Kannapolis Place
Lexington, KY 40513
(858)420-8420




flay 2020
TO-REMBERS OF THE KHSAA HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE:

It'is with great enthusiasm 1 iominate. Don. (Donnie)Adkins for selsction 6 the {Devvathare’s)
-Kentucky High School Athletic Assodiation Hall of Fame.

i have known Donnie Adkins for over 30 years — He is someone | am proud {o call a frusied
colleague and friend.

When | first came io Lexington in the fall of 1985, | worked as a sports television reporter and

- anchor at WLEX-TV. Donnie alisady had been a teacher and coach for a.number of years.and
would go on to become head coach of boys basketball at Lafayette High School, rebuilding the
Generals” proud fradition and leading the team to the 2001 KHSAA Boys Sweet 16 State
Championship-at-Rupp Arena. In addition to his defmonstrated prowsss as a basketbaitcoach, -
Adkins served as athletic director at Lafayette and was highly respected across Central
Kentucky and the entire state as a very capable administrator. In Tact, after a brief retirement,

‘Donnie was asked to Tetumn to inferscholastic athletics and served several years as director of
athletics for all of Fayette- County’s public high schools.

'Donnie Adkins has an abiding love and passion for education and athletics, clearly
understanding the vital ways these activities can work together to help develop future leaders
for our communities. In addition to high school teaching and coaching, he served for savaral
years as a valued adjunct facultly member in the University of Kentucky's College of Education.

For the past 23 years and counting, Donnie has setved.as spotter for my public address
-anhouncing duties for. UK Wildeat home foothall games at: Kroger Fisld and more recently during
the KHSAA Football Charnpionship games at Krager Field. He always does a great job in this
role and works extremely well with our other ‘teammates’ in the booth.

Adidns’ commitment to the community and to aihiletics is further evidenced by his many years of
serving as shot clock operator for UK men's basketbalihome games. On top of that, each

* "Friday night during the high school sports seasons: Donnie’s veice can be heard on the radio
-and onfine across the Commonwedlth as he coshosts'the Kentucky Schoalboy Radio Network's
two-hour scoreboard and interview show with Rick Shaw.

Donmie Adkins is most deserving of seleciion to the KSHAA Hall of Farme.,
Thanks very much for your time and consideration.

- Slrcerely,

o P F Tl

Carl Nathe



May 6, 2020
Tor Members of the Selection Committee

Please accept this fetter as my recommendation for Donnié Adkins to be selected’into the Kentucky Hall
of Fame, Donnie has been solid as a rock supporting athletics.in the Commonwealth. Besides serving as
a state championship basketball coach at Lafayette High School in Lexington, Donnie continued his
service as the district wide athietic director over afl athietic pfogra'n1s i the 38,000 student district, 4
personally worked with Donnie when he served in this role and cah attest to his dedication and love of
athletics for your-kids. -He goes the extra;mile in.everyaspect to helpand-encourage-all sports programs.

In addition 1o his service as a'coach and athletic director | must add-that Donnie isa person of high
integrity.- He fs awveryhonest:manwho'has high-expectations while at'the sametime providing high

levels of support. He understands the value of strong relationships will make a tremendous ambassador
for the hall of Tame.

Donnie comes to you with my highest recommendation.

Singerely,

Stu Sitberman

Stu Sitberman
‘Retired Superintendent Fayette County




Dear Selection Committee,

~am writing on behalf of Don Adkins to nominate him for
‘induction into the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Hall
of Fame. “Donnie” has spent his entire professional lifetime
coaching, teaching, and promoting Kentucky High School sports.
and specifically basketballl He has spent 35 years to be exact, in
one capacity or another as a teacher, athletic director and |
 basketball coach:(27 years)inthe Fayette-County Public Schools
System.

Donnie has played a big role in the promotion of Kentucky High

School sports as well. He not only has broadcast as color
~analyst many hs games over the years, but is also co-host of the

- 'KHSAA Score Board Show for [Heart Radio. He has also found

- time to be a member on too many Boards for me to list, as well
as be a spotter for the UK football broadcast and even keep the
shot clock for all UK Basketball home games!

Some coaches coach a lifetime and never make the sweet 16.

However, in his relatively short time as a head basketball coach,

Donnie was able to win a KHSAA State Championship for
Lafayette HS in 2001,

1 believe Don Adkins deserves special consideration from your
- committee. Some coaches are inducted into the KHSAA Hall
based only on the fact they won basketball games. Donnie has
won a State Championship, but more importantly he has
dedicated his life to Kentucky High Schoeol Sports in multiple
capacities. Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Kyle Macy



Robert J. Bell, Ed.D.
1814 Browning Trace
Lexington, Kentucky 40509
robertjbell@twe.com
859.230.4504

' "May 1.'5,"20.‘20

- Dawahares-KHSAA Hall of Fame
. 2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 405035

Dear Selection Committee:

It is my understanding that Don Adkins is being nomimated for induction into the
- Pawahares-KHSAA Hall of Fame: This letter is written on s behalf.

Having known Dan for many years, and having worked with him, Thave observed him as
a- dedicated proféssional who has performed-as a teacher; coachti; and”athiletic- director in
an exemplary manner. He embodies the highest standards of sportsmanship, ethical
‘conduct, and moral character and strives-to instill these qualities in others. He possesses
a ‘high devel of energy and formed solid, positive relationships with players and - i

coleagnes. As-a coach, he reatized that young men came with gifts and talents, which - =

only nceded to be uncovered and devélpped. He was extremely skilled at doing so. Asa -
result, he has been a mentor-to many and an‘inspiration to-all.

. Don has contributed a great deal to-high school athletics. His.records and awards speal
for themsclves. He continues to-actively promote the- KHSAA and is-a positive force on
_its behalf. It is for these reasons that I enthusiastically- support the recommendation of

- Don Adkins for the honor of selection fitto the Dawahares- KHSAA Hall of Fame..

Please contact me if I can provide additional information. Thank you for your
consideration of his nomination.

‘Sincerély,
Robert J. Bell

Robert 1. Bell. Ed.D.
Retired Principal



Julian Tackeit, Commissioner

Kentucky High Schoot Athletic Assoctation
2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Dear Julian,

‘1 am pleased to recommend Donnie Adkins for induction into the Dawahare's Kentucky
~High School Athletic Hall of Fame.

| had the pleasure to work with Donnie in two tapacities: as principal at Tates Creek
High School Donnie was an assistant men's basketball coach and department chair for
“the Health/Physical Education Department -- as Director of- High Schools for Fayette
County Schools Donnie was the head men's basketball coach at Lafayette. His
contributions to Lafayette were outstanding not only coaching basketball and in the
“classroom but likewise being involved with district wide athletic decisions. His coaching
tenure at Lafayette is highlighted by winning the 2001 Boy's State Basketball

- Tournament.

Donnie began his athletic accomplishments at Catletisburg High School where he was a
four sport student/athlete. He continued his athletic involvement while a student at the .
University of Kentucky serving as a student manager for Joe B. Hall.

Donnie, as you will see on his resume’has spent his career involved with many athletic
_ activities in addition to coaching. Each of these endeavors has benefited the
enhancement of programs for not.only Fayette County student/athletes but student/
athletes in our.Commonwealth. Donnie's passion has always been and continues to be
the total educatton of student/athietes.

- A5 a two term Board of Control member-and-being invalved with-the selection of Hall.of"
Fame Inductees - I'am familiar with tfie criteria and charactéristics for induction. I'can
state without reservations Donnie Adkins meets and exceeds each of the induction
criteria and characteristics.

Again, it is my pleasure and honor to recommend Donnie Adkins for induction into the

DPawahare's Kentucky High Schoo! Halt of Fame.

Sincerely,

Ken Cox




May 15, 2020
Tou KHSAA Hall of Fame Screening Committee
Re: Nomination of Don Adkins

Atis ‘m,y‘.h.onor.to-recommend Mr. Don Adkins for induction into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

| served as.an assistant boys basketball coach to Coach Adkins.at Lafayette High.School from
1995:2002. During thattime his leadership took.a tradition-rich program and restored success to levels
that had not been seen since 1979,-and has not been achieved since his tenure as.coach.

As a student at the University of Kentucky [ knew |'wanted to be a basketball coach. Having no

- expetience and. no connection:to any high: schoot coaches in-Kentucky, CoachrAdking and-Lafayette:.
were recommended to me by acquaintances as someone who would be a good person to learn from.
He. hired me.as.an assistant freshman coach and allowed me to learn, grow on the job, and move up-
the coaching ladder in a way that | will always be grateful for. ' |

During our time together; he showed me how to build a program the right way: through hard work,
being professional, and following rules every step of the way. Coach Adkins led the gradual rebuilding
from-a 10-win season inyoar-one, 1o 4 regiohal toumament appearance in year five, o the 2001
“KHSAA State Championship in'year six. This:was:accomplished by developing our student-athletes as -
players and people, by instilling discipline intheir-daily lives, and by never looking for a'short-cut that
.-could hurt long-term success.

Don Adkins is well-respected throughout Kentucky by administrators, coaches, and fans. He is
appreciated by me for the opportunity to be on his coaching staff, mentoring me, and showing me how
to be a high school coach. His morals and ethics are what high school sports should be about, and his
successes as.a coach are worthy of the Hall of Fame.

Thank you for*yc')urco:nsideration of Coach Don Adkins for this prestigious honor.

Damon Kelley
- -Boys Basketball Coach
West Jessamine High School
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2., BoOTT HAWKING, SURERINTEMDENT

june 1, 2020

TeWhom |t May Concern:

I am honorad to write aletter of support for Don Adkins a5 a candidate for the Kentucky High Schoot
Athietic Association Hall of Fame. Coach.Adkins’ career spanned thirty-five years including roles as an
assistant.coach, head coach, and district athletic director. I had the privilege of working with Daon while
serving as Fayette County's tirector of high schoois. Before taking this position, | knew of Mr. Adkins”
‘outstanding coaching abilities, butthrough-our professional relationship, discovered him to be aneven
hetter person. He is one of kindest and most giving paople know.

Coach Adkins™iearned his craft from two of the most famous coaches in the University of Kentucky's -
history. He was a student manager for the legendary Adolf Rupp and Joe B. Hall. Upon graduating from
UK, he'spenttwenty years serving as a-teacherand assistant basketball coacti st Tates Creek HHgh
School. During this time, he also served as both athietic director and department chailr. The 1981 Tates
Creek-High Schoot boys’ basketball team was the runner up in the Sweet Sixteen Tournament.

. Coach.Adkins took over as head basketball coach at Lafayelte High School in 1935, Hismest memiorable
‘year as head coach occurred in 2000-2001 whan his Generals won theprestigious King'of the Bluagrass

~ Tournament and captured the hoys’ state championship title. Additmnaﬁy, Coach Adkins was named

~ the Eleventh Region Basketball. Coach-of the Year in'2000. His leadership roles at tafayette also included -

athletic director and department chaly.

in addition to being a teacher and coach, Mr. Adkins has promoted high school athietics through

“broadeasting and serving on numemuss'pc'rt-s’.,édvisowhaards, spchoas 'Bi'ueg‘rass*Sports Commission,
The Tenth and Eleventh Region Policy Board, Lexington Fayeite County Urhan Government Parks and
Recreation Board, and The KHSAA Middle Scheol Sports Commission. He won the of the Jim Host Youth
Sports Award in 2015 for his dedication to enhancing the lives of young peeple through sports.

‘s a-current-member of the Kentacky High School Athletic Boarl; understand the significance of Hall of
Eame selection. Coach Don Adkins’ personal qualities and professional accomplishments are
outstanding by all measures.and embodies. what itmeans to'be a Hall of Fame inductee, lcan™t thmk of
' anyone more deserving of this recognition than Coach Adlkins, He has. fiterally touched the lives of
thousands of students through the avenue of high school sports, a:primary mission.of the Kentucky High
school Athletic Association.

Sincerely,

. Seoth Hawkins
EBOARD HMEMBERS

Drewmy EoELrEn, Didear s Dhas BRacougy, Wioe DHals
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Dear Kentucky High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee,

It is. my: distinet henor to.recommend my former high schoel basketball coach, at Tates Creek
Highs Schiool for induction into-the: Kentucky-High Schook Athletic Association Halk.of. Fame.
During. Coach Don Adidns’ distinguished: athletic.career, he:has epitomized alt that the.Hall of
Fame: seeks to-homor. He has excelledas a teacher, an assns’cant coach a head coacﬁ arn.
“administrator and: as. an. athietic.community volunteer. -

Throughout his stellar career, Coach Adkins handled himself in an amazingly professional way.
‘He has been a meritor 1o S0 Mmany outstanding students and coaches over the years. During

the years | was a player for Coach Adkins, { witnessed a compassionate and understanding
person. that challenged his-students and:players.on.a daily basis.. ‘He had an- unbelievable
knackof getting the mostout-each-ol.iy-teammates by mixingtough Jove with a-great sense-of
humor. His-ability to laugh-and-enjoy-coaching is'something that | have tried to mimic in my own
coaching career.

One of the most impressive things about Coach Adkins was his grace in transitioning from each
of his athletic responsibilities to next. As an-assistant coach;, he was vital i the success of
many Tates Creek championship basketball teams. After being named head coach at Lafayette
High School, he was ableto make: his owin mark on Kéntucky: high: sehool basketball: Afier
~ earning an 11 Region Ceach of the Year award in:2000, he led-his General on. a historic run to

the Kentucky State Boys: Basketball Champnonshtp the foliowmg season. | wasextremely proud

as a former student-athlete of Coach:Adkins1o watch h|m Iead histeam to the ultimate prize, a
KHSAA State Championship in Rupp Arena. :

Thank you-for.the opportunity 1o share some parsonal reflections on my experience with Coach.
Don Adkins. There-is no-way that 1 coild be the coach 4-am today without the mentering .and
constant support thati*have received from'Coach Adkins. He taught me how to be a better
player but more importantly how to be-a better person. He taught me 10 treat:everyonewith
- respect-and digrity :and hetaught me f0.always strive to be 'my best.each and every day. am
“forever grateful'to him and his farmily fortheir commitmentto young people in'the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Sincerely;,

G

-Brian Lane
Transylvania University
Head Basketball Coach



College of Education

Master of Arts in Teaching Pregram
601 Ginger Halt | Morehead, KY 40351
P: 606-783-2079 | F: 606-783-9132

MOREHEAD STATE
UNIVERSITY wunw.moreheadstate.edu

June 9, 2020

Dawahares-KHSAA Hall of Fame
2280 Executive Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Dear Selection Committee:

Tt is my understanding that Don Adkins is being nominated for induction into the Dawahares-
KHSAA Hall of Fame. This letter is written on his behalf.

Having known Don all the years he has been in Lexington, I have known him as a dedicated
professional who has served and performed as a teacher, coach, and athietic director and role
model to kids in an exemplary manner. Donnie’s love of the game began with his athletic
accomplishments at Catlettsburg High School where he was a four sport student/athlete.
Determined to continue his athletic involvement while a student at the University of Kentucky,
he worked as a student manager with the basketball program for Joe B. Hall.

His love for sports and serving young people has been his focus always. He began his journey as
the assistant Basketball Coach at Tates Creek High School where he taught and Coached for 20
years. [e was recognized by the school with an outstanding record of 299 wins and 69 losses. He
did it all. He coached Girls’ Basketball and was Assistant Boys® Basketball Coach, Tates Creek
High School’s Athletic Director, and Department Chair for Health and Physicdl Education. There
he coached his boys to Basketball State Runner Up m 1991.

Donnie moved his talents and commitment to serve Lafayette High School as a teacher and
coach in 1995. In 2000-01 year, he coached his boys to a most memorable game during the
regular season when they won “King of the Bluegrass Tournament”. That same year, he took
this beloved team to the 2001 State Championship and won the title on his birthday. That
year, he was chosen 1999-2000 Eleventh Region Boys’ Basketball Coach of the Year. -

Donnie is known for his advocacy of all high school sports as he was asked to be the District
Athletic Director for Fayette County Schools. He amazed everyone by is “on the job always”
attitude. He created and oversaw programing for all schools, middle and secondary. He was as
committed to the excellence of Cheerleading and Lacrosse as he was to any of the major sports.

Using his vast experiences and knowledge of sports, he served as spokesman for broadcasting the
Game of the Week for WLAP Radio. He also worked the WKYT television Boy’s Championship
Game and worked on the KHISAA Score Board Show for I Heart Radio WLAP as well as Color
Analyst for Prep-Spin Communications.

Among his many recognitions and accolades, he was honored to serve on the Bluegrass Sports
Commission Board and received the Jim Host Youth Sports Award in 2015 for outstanding
contributions to the youth in the commumnity. Hishasework-and dedication has placed him on




Many community boards: UK K Association Board of Directors, Bluegrass Sports Commission,
Tenth and Eleventh Region Policy Board and Athletic Association Advisory Group, Lexington
Fayette Urban County Government Parks and Recreation Board, National Interscholastic Athletic
Administrators’ Association, Kentucky High School Athletic Directors’ Association, and
Lexington Country Club Board of Directors, KHSAA Middle Schools Sports Commission
Athletic Advisor appointed by Commissioner Julian Tackett, Bluegrass Special Olympics and
remarkably has time for his beloved church work as Centenary United Methodist Church with “I
Am Third Recreation™ .

Tt bears mentioning as we pile on Donnie’s ability to work hard while spreading the joy ofit...
He continues to this day, carrying on the legacy of commitment and dedication he began some 50
years ago. Donnie still serves the University he loves by keeping the Shot Clock for UK Men’s
Basketball and Spotting for Carl Nathe for UK Football games.

1 know I speak for many others who say that athletics and sports would look a whole lot different
without Donnie Adkins and his lifelong dedication to not just the games we play but the many,
many students who still lovingly call him “my Coach”.

Sincerelys

M Sims

Coordinator

Master of Arts in Teaching
Morehead State University
606 783 2079

859 536 5030



June 9, 2020
Dawahares-KHSAA Hall of Fame
2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 405035

Dear Selection Commitiee:

“This is to nominate Don Adkins to the Kentucky High School
Sports Halt of Fame.

No one in the history of high school spotts in Fayette County has
done more or has been more.closely identified as a coach, and as an
- Athletics Director for high schoot sports, than Don.

Winner as a coach of the High School Basketball Boys
‘Championship, and serving as a coach and Administratorfor 35 years
puts him in a position very few people in Kentucky and no one in .
Fayette County have ever served working with young people at the High
“School age.

1 don’t know how many administrators with coaching experience
are members of the KHSAA Hall of Fame - but I doubt no one who has
made the contribution of Don Adkins.

- Thank you for your consideration..

Jim Host



June 12, 2020

To Whaorn It May:Concern,

| have been asked to write a letter in support of Dan Adkins, nomination to theHall of'Fame: Itisan
hanor and privitege for me to write such a letter of support. | halve'-known Darsince 1996; first as his
~ supervisor and later-asafriend,

L first came to know Don‘when |'was principal of Lafayette High Schooland Don was a teacher and
basketball coach at Lafayette. | very quickly became impressed with Don, both as a coach and as a
teacher. ‘Perhaps what impressed me most about Don was he-embraced the notion that the roles of
coach.and teacher were intertwined. He realized and demonstrated for dozens of future teachers that
strategies for'working with young people in the gym were just-as:successful in'the classroom.. Andivice

“versa. One strategy he mastered was the ability to know and understand each-of hisplayersand students
as individuals. He made it a point to know the kids and.their families, whether the kids were on the gym
floor ar in the classroom. He clearly understood the importance of building refationships.

Anather strength of Don’s is his.ability:to see the'big picture with his-students., He-knew that hewas. -
teaching them more than x's-and o and more than health concepts. He was taught studentsand
players the same lifé fessons-resporisibility; teamwork, communication skills and integrity: He taught
them that family-is.important, however their individual family was defined. And he did it in a way that
the kids who came into contact with Don learned those lessons.

_Don embraced kids from all parts of society.” Regardless of their background, history or challenges they
faced, Don'saw the inherit'value in‘each.:and every student. He worked with students and playersto

~ overcome life’s obstacles and challenges. ‘Wost often thiswas done behind the scenes with little

- knowledge by others. .And-this continues to-this day.and time.

As a former principal, looking back and reflecting, the most significant observation ¥ can share is that
every student, teacher and colleague who: has crossed paths with Dan:is a better person. All of us,
myself included, are better people for aving known Don. And this impact 1s fele across generations.
Young parents.are sharing the fife lessons fearned from Don with their own children. His positive impact
crosses. ge,neratio,ns,and will be feit for years.and decades.

~tean recommend Don’s nomination to the Hall of Fame without hesitation., | can think-ofno finer
person. He represents himself, his family, Lafayette High School and the greater community with class
and character.

Sincerely,
Michael McKenzie
Retired Principal, Lafayette High School

" CECfWational Director; The Dream Factory




Jor Par COVINGTON

%rorr Counry IpceEXECUTIVE

Telephone
Seott County Courthouse {5012) B63-TE50
101 East Main Street, Suite 210 : Fax
Georgetown, Kentueky 40324 {302 #63-TE32
KHSAA Hall of Fame Commitise Jume 10, 2020

2280 Executive Drive
texington, KY 4050

- Dear KHSAA Hall Of Fame Commiitee

i Is with great honor that'l witte this recommendationfor Mr. Donnle Adkins. | have
inown Dontiie for close to 30 vears. | served as a High School teacher and basketball coach and
worked with Donnie as a fellow assistant coach at Tates Creek High School. | can say with full

" confidence that he is a quality individual whe is deserving of your consideration for the KHSAA
Hall of Fame. Donnie Is'en exsmple of what a Coach shoueld be, he was afeacher hrstand he
made it a priority to not only teach the skilis of the geme of basketball but also what it took to
develop into a young man-of character. Donnie stands.out as an example of an individual that.
exemplifies hard wark, determination and character over hisentire career.

A5 @ young coach, | was blessed to have Donrie as & mewbor. d witnessed his efforts day inand
day out to mold young people into better players and men. Coach Adkins teams always reflected
his leadership, and his 2001 State Champlonship team dit as well He ahways taught that things
might get tough but you have to find a way to work thru the tough times. That team had some

. adversity but with Coach Atkins guidance they fought pastthat ended up ona 12 game winning
streak to win the Sweet 16 Championship.

Donnie not only seived as a Coach, but also as Athletic Director of Fayetie County Schools. He
always had the ability to bring people to.a consensus io dowhatwas best Tor young people. His
leadership helped revise athletic guidelines district wide and to provide guidance to over 500

" coaches and 5000 student athietes. Donnle made every effortio bea resourcefor Coachesand
parents. His service did not stop there, hie has served an a multitude of boards and courncils, to
name justa few; the Board of the Bluegrass Sports Commission, 10™ and 11 Region Palicy
Board, Lexington Fayetie Parks and Recreation Board, and the KHSAA Middie School Athletics
Commissian,

in closing, | maintain that Donnie Adkingisan ngividuai whomost certainly

deserves yourconsideration. His record of service as aCoach and Athletic Administrator
desarves admission into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. His success and long-term dedication io
teaching young people is exemplary. Your support to Bonnie would be well-deserving. Thank
you for your time and in closing, Coach Adkins has my highest recommendation.

‘Respectiully,

Pat Covington
Scott County Judge/Executive




Wm. Craig Turner
1637 Ashwood Road
Lexington, KY 40502

Dawahare’s-KHSAA Hall of Fame
The Sefection Committee

2280 Executive Drive

Lexingtomn, KY. 40585

Re: Hall of Farme nomination,
" Pon. Adkms '

‘Dear Selection ComisitteeMembers,

1 have had the honorto know Don:Adkins since 1985, first.as.a.neighbor.and lateras.aclose-
friend.: Over the past 35years | have 'witnessed his impact on student:athletes.and his passion
toinstill respect, discipline and belief in one’s self. His commitmentto the student athlete to
fake them a better person and citizen has changed many lives. As a former college athlete, |
know the commitment he has made to do “the job”. One he has done with his heart and sout.

-Don has always been proud of his Catlettsburg, KY roots: He was an athlete at Catlettsburg High.
Schooel where be lettered in 4 sports. He was the student manager of the University of Kentucky:
basketball team under Coach Joe B. Hall. He applied the:skills he learned to.became the
Assistant Head Basketball Coach at Tates Creek High where they were ruaner up in the Boys’.
State Basketball Tournament in 1991. His efforts and drive led him to being named Head Coach
‘at Lafayette High School, where hewas named Eleventh Region Boys’ Baskethall Coach in 1999- '
2000. The highlight of his career was winning the Boys’ State Basketball Tournament in 2001.

The importance of recognizing a leader forsuch-an henorshould reflect,‘integrity, passion,
sacrifice, morals, community and-family. Don Adkins epitomizes all these traits and actions. He
has always been fully committed no matter the cause or need. He has always led by example
and has challenged everyone around him to be better. He instilled these characteristics to all

his students.

His love of the game has continued.past hisiretirement. Do has: provided.insight and-.
knowledge through broadcastmg an radio and tv. In 2015, he received the Jim Host Youth
Sports Award in 2015, one of the many honors bestowed. He is-a teacher, volunteer and
remains involved in the community today, serving on numerous boards.



“Don and his family are close personal friends who are always willing to lend & helping hand. He
is the perfect candidate to represent the Dawaliare’s-KHSA Hall'of Fame: I'ask for your
consideration to recognize someone who would be honored to be apart of the “team”. |
promise you he willhe an asset to your arganization.

Simcenelv;s%f ' :
i . p!: (}& g ShEeT)

Wi, Craig



June17; 2020

iis my privilege to recommend Don Adkins for induction into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. | have.
“Had the honar of knowing Coach Adkins since [ was. fifteen years ofd having. played for him
while a student at Tates Creek High school. 1 thought him then to be competent, fair, and
“caring. ! think him now to be one of the finest men and coaches 1 have ever known.-He was
impactful to-those of us he coached both on the court as players and off the court as young
men. Now, thirty plus years later | have the unique perspective of having been a coach myself
at the ‘Division 1 level for over 20 years. ‘Asa recruiter, 1-have observed ‘iterally hundreds. of
“high .school .coaches. No.-one has .cared more, given more, taught beter, -or was -more
committed to winning and doing right than Coach ‘Adkins.

Being in a Hall of Fame is about excelling, and maybe more specifically, doing this over time. 1t

_is about having impact - there’s that word again - that is far reaching, unique and exceptional.
Don Adkins.career, list of accomplishiments, and varied areas of impact touches on every
possible metric for being induction worthy. He has been a Championship and Hall of Fame

- worthy coach, but also so much-more, He has been an outstanding-administrator. He has.
fought for high: school sports.in general, not just basketball. He has promoted high school

- basketball and athietics: He has served on boards. Hehas been aleader in multiple
capacities and he Has impacted young people, our-game, and-high-school sports both'deep
and wide for over thitty years.

My greatest fear as a college coach is riot that there will fail to be talent to recruit. There witl
always be talent. My greatest concern is Hall of Fame caliber people and coaches like Don
Adkmns - thait-develop young men and prepare them for college --arebacoming increasingly
hard to-find, Somstimes decisions like these are hard.  There is.a.gap-somewhere, not -enough
-of something in-some area that raises a guestion asto whether sormeone belongs:in such an
_glite group. " This is not one of-those times. . This one is-easy. Don Adkins-shotld be in the
KHSAA Hall of Fame. '

Darrin Horn
Head Men'’s: Basketball.Coach
Northern Kentucky University



