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Former football’coach Mike Meighan, left, PrepSpin.com founder William Warfield and play-by-play man Gary Ball sit inside the company’s
mobile studio as they prepared for the 2021 high school football season.
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Former football coach Mike Meighan, left, PrepSpin.com founder William Warfield and blay—by—p!ay man Gary Ball sit inside the company’s
mobile studio as they prepared for the 2021 high school football season.

BY JARED PECK
Jpeck@herald-leader.com

Last Friday night marked the
return of high school football,
of course, but for play-by-play
man Gary Ball, it meant some-
thing much more. '

The producer of the
long-running “Scholastic Ball
Report” on CWKYT and 1egular
voice of PrepSpin.com’s
streaming high school football
and basketball games suffered
a stroke last November.

What followed were months
of hospital stays, rehabilitation
and doubt.

" “It was like, ‘Am I ever going
to get back to announcing?”
Ball said. “That’s the thing that
I really love. And I thought it
would be taken away from me.”

hv-by-p

WARNING SIGN

Ball felt unusually tired the
evening before Thanksgiving.
He went to sleep and when he
stirred, he told his wife, Brigid
DeVries, “My arm’s asleep.”
They called his doctor.

The doctor advised Ball to go
to the emergency room if it
didn’t get better in 30 minutes.

“The emergency room was
full, and they took me right
back,” Ball said. “So, I knew
something was really wrong
with me at that point. ... They
started doing tests on me and
then, all of a sudden, boom, I
was out of it.”

Ball suffered a lacunar stroke,
which happens when a small
artery supplying blood to the
brain is blocked.

“If I hadn’t been in the emer-
gency room on Thanksgiving
eve, I would have died,” Ball

oice Gary
from

said.

THE ROAD BACK

Ball was in'and out of Central
Baptist Hospital and Cardinal
Hill Rehabilitation Center for
two months for rehabilitation
and a couple of complications
that arose during his recovery.
It was also the height of CO-
VID-19 at that time. “It was
awful.”

The stroke slurred his speech,
numbed his right arm, took
away his ability to walk for a
time and even gave him recur-
ring hiccups, which, eventually,
went away.

Finally, on Jan. 21, Ball got to
go home. He’s been rehabil-
itating ever since with three
therapists — physical, occupa-
tional and speech. He has a
slight limp, but he ditched the
cane a while ago.

Before the first big game, he
practiced with PrepSpin.com
owner William Warfield and
broadcast partner Mike Meigh-
an ahead of Friday night’s live
action at East Jessamine High
School.

" “I didn’t think I’d get through
it,” Ball said. “I thought ’d do a
gquarter, maybe half and then
have somebody sit down, but [
got through the whole game.”

Ball estimates he’s at about
“75 to 80 percent,” and thinks
getting back to at least 95 per-
cent of his pre-stroke self is
within sight.

“It worked out pretty well,”
Ball said of the broadcast. “If
you watched the game, you
know, it’s pretty good.”

DeVries, a former commis-
sioner of the Kentucky High
School Athletic Association,
took over hosting duties of
Ball’s weekly “Scholastic Ball
Report” on CWKYT as he reco-
vered. The ‘Report” highlights
the on-field and off-field
achievements of high school
athletes and also deploys them
as interns to help run the show.
Ball will return to the program
for its fall debut on Labor Day
weekend.

SEE FOOTBALL, 3B
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high school athletes
- intern on ‘Ball Report’ show

MARCUS DORSEY mdorsey@hera)d -leader.com

Producer Gary Ball speaks to three area high school football players as lnterns Karson Purdy and Grace Hager listen intently dunng a
production of “Scholastlc Ball Report at WKYT’s StUdIOS.

BY JARED PEQK
Jjpeck@herald-leader.com

Now in its 17th season, the
“Scholastic Ball Report” has
highlighted the athletic and
academic achievements of
hundreds of athletes during
the high school sports season
each week on CWKYT.

But the achievements of
those guests are just part of
the legacy of the Gary Bali-
produced show. Ball has also

: MAécus DORSEY mdorsey@hérald-leadercom
Davis Brown, left, a Frederick Douglass basketball and baseball

about the internship from her
journalism teacher. “Iwas = -

" 'very surprised by the amount

of work that goes on-behind

'the camera — the amount of-

editing — it really makes you
appreciate the show a lot :

Hager is one of five interns
who’ve been a part of the
show since it resumed for the
fall sports season in August.
With her are Allie Viney, a
Scott County swimmer and -
“Ball Report™ veteran now in

mentored dozens of student- 4 her third year; Davis Brown,

 athlete interns who take a full - player, conducts an interview with fellow intern Allison DeMoss,  who plays basketball and
part in the broadcasts each . a Frederick Douglass soccer player, for the show. baseball at Frederick Dou-
year and have used the expe- : 7 glass; Karson Purdy, a Dou- B
rience as a springboard to.. - : S ' e glass lacrosse player; and
their future college and pro- f been great to see how it ac- this for a living and I’ve loved * Allison DeMoss, a Douglass g
fessional careers. o " tually works and how it all - it, so far,” said Grace Hager, a - ‘soccer player. S

“1 hope to pursue a.career = plays out and to see if ’'d Lexington Christian Academy

in news broadcasting, so'it’s = really be interested in doing tennis player who found out SE EINTERNS, 4B




FROM PAGE 1B

INTERNS

“It’s been good,”
Brown said of the experi-
ence. “It’s surprising. I
like how it’s a challenge
to learn the questions
and you get to see new
people and you get to
learn about these teams,
because I'm a sports guy,
it’s cool to learn about
these high school
sports.”

CONFIDENCE
REQUIRED ‘
Ball likes employing
student-athletes because
they seem to already -
- come equipped with the
confidence necessary to

be in front of the camera. -
“When you redoinga

TV show, you're bringing
in a 17-, 16-, 18-year-old
person in here as an
intern, they have to have
confidence that they can
project on the air,” Ba]l
said.

Some of the interns
admitted that confidence
has been something

they’ve had to grow into. -

“When I first started, I
was super nervous,”

Brown said. “I've never

been on TV before, so
naturally, I was nervous.
. Iwas ]ust worned that

everything was judgy,
but I've learned to be
more cool with it and -
calmed down.”
Learning to speak in
public, whether it be in
front of a group or on
camera, is an essential
part of almost any job,
Ball said. And the show
is essentially trial by fire.
“It’s a lot of memoriz-

" ing and coming up with
 things on the spot, s0 it’s

really helped me become
a better public speaker,
Purdy said.

‘THEY REALLY ENJOY
DOING IT : ,
. To see how impactful
the “Ball Report” has .-
been, one need look no

further than one of Ball’s’

very first interns, Mario
Anderson, a Bryan Sta- -

“tion High School grad .

who is niow an anchor
and television host on

“cable’s Spectrum News

channel.

“The ‘Scholastic Ball
Report’ was my first expe-
rience ever stepping in-
side a television studio,
complete with bright

- studio lights, production

cameras and telepromp-
ters,” Anderson said. “T

was grateful for the op-
portunity to be one of the
very first students to serve
asan intern under Gary"

-Ball; learning the ropes of

this then-startup televi-
sion program that focused
on all things high school
sports. All these years
later, the program has

continued to evolve, and I’

can honestly say that this
experience further ignited
my interest to pursue the
broadcasting field. It’s an
industry that I've loved
being a part of for neasrly a
decade.”

Ball, who some might

-also’know from his radio

and PrepSpin.com play-
by-play calls of high
school games over the
years and his signature
“soup-and-a-sandwich”
line whenever a basket-
ball player makes a bas-
ket and gets fouled, said
the show’s guests and its
interns help keep keep
him young, “because
they have such excite-
ment. And they really

~ enjoy doing it” -

KEEP THOSE GRADES
UP

Earlier this school
year, the players and the
head coach from Male’s
football team drove over
from Louisville on'a

- weeknight to be part of

the show.

“We highlight student-"

athletes. The criteriais
they can play any sport,
boy or girl. They have to
have a 3.4 GPA,” Ball
said. “It doesn’t matter
what school you call, it

" can be Central Kentucky,

Louisville, whatever,

there’s hundreds of k1ds :

that have a 3.4.”
“While weekly high

‘school football and bas-

ketball highlights are
part of the programming,
the show has also fea-
tured Lafayette’s cham-
pionship marching band,
among other things peo-
ple might not associate
as sport.

“We’ve had bowling
on this show, we’ve had
tennis, you name it. It’s
not just a basketball and
football show. It really
isp’t,” Ball said.

“Scholastic Ball Re-
port” normally airs at
noon Sundays on

" CWKYT and is later

available for viewing on
WXKYT’s YouTube chan—
nel.

“I¢’s something differ-

_ent to do for sure,” said

Douglass’s DeMoss. “It’s
alot of fun, and you
meet a lot of new people.

... It’s a great community

of people.”

Jared Peck: 859-231-1333,
@HLpreps

i




20th season

BY JARED PECK
Jpeck@herald-leader.com

The “Scholastic Ball
Report” begins its 20th
season this Sunday high-
lighting the academic and
athletic achievements of
Kentucky high school
students.

“When you think about
it, over 20 years, that’s a
Iot of kids and we’ve had
more than 100 of them
intern for us and a couple
of more coming in this

year,” said Gary Ball, host
of the weekly show that
airs during the fall, winter
and spring at noon on
CWKYT and is shared
with WMYT in Hazard
and WBKO in Bowling
Green. Segments are also
available via WKYT on its
YouTube channel and
Facebook. “Fora TV
show, that’s almost un-
heard of. I guess “Law and
Order: SVU” is about the
only other one I can think
of that’s more than 20
ygars.”

High school ‘Scholastic
all Report’ kicks off

With more than 600
episodes and counting,
Ball estimates the “Ball
Report” has interviewed
more than 1,500 coaches
and 3,000-some Scholar
Athletes of the Week.

The show once brought
players and coaches into
WKYT’s studio in Lexing-
ton each week, but since
the onset of the pandemic,
interviews have been done
virtually with Ball and his
wife, Brigid DeVries, the
show’s executive producer

andformer commissioner,

of the Kentucky High
School Athietic Associ-
ation.

This week, the “Ball
Report” will feature Paris
football coach Tyquan
Rice and captains Zian
Webb and Jakari Ransom
as well as Clark County
volleyball coach Kainan
Hudson and players Abby
Kubican and Kelsey
McKeehan. .

The show also features

-highlights of each week’s

high school sports action
produced by WKYT’s
sports staff.

“It looks pretty good
when it’s all put together,”
Ball said. “We’ve reached
a lot of people with it.”

Jared Peck: 859-488-2883,
@HLpreps
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4. 2022




. money,”

Ball bounces from radio to TV |

\ By Skip Tate
- Kentucky Post contributor

R

'It's Friday night in the Video

- Features production center in

- downtown Cincinnati and the i
-only thing separating Gary Ball '

from midnight is 15 minutes -
and & cup of coffee, The day is :
aiready 16 hours old and a long
way from over. Ball has just fih- |
ished  broadcasting the.
play-by-play of the Covlngton
Catholic-Highlands football .

game and now has at least six :

more hours of work ln from; of
-him, -

The gears have shitted, -
though. After a full day of ras.’

dlo, the focus is now on televi-
sion. Ball, WT8J cohort Randy .

Wilson and a host of production

personnel are working franti-
cally to put the final touches on *

“The Ball Report,” Gary's week- -‘

ly TV show about local high
school sports. '

The work weeks since the
show went on the air have been :

long and hectic, lasting about 80

hours. But for the Florence na~
tive, the time is well spent. -

After eight years of working -
his way up the broadeasting
© ladder, Ball, 30, {s now at an ele-
“vation where opportunities and *
recognition are finally starting =
to come. The Ball I8’ ﬁnally in -
QGary's court.

He just started the television
show. He was a {inalist for the
play-by-play spot for Xavier
‘Unlversity TV basketball games.’
- He's even turned down “four or ;

i

-
N
},1

|

i AR - 3
GeryBall - i oo

1ndicate there are a lot of peo- '
~ple listening, too, despite the'’
‘fact the signal is decreased to -
278 watts after 7:30 p.m. and is-
"limited to instde the I-275 belt. .

=i

. Gary Ball the salesman, who
spends his off-the-air hours as”;
‘s sales manager, corralirig ad< %
vertizers for the sports pto-
gtams. :

" Ball's broadcastmg careet
started in 1977 after he cap- -
tained Jim Connor’s 1976 Boone =~

" County High School basketball} ‘thought he was just ki

.WTSJ general manager Mark'

. Roberts got together. - -

“He knew who I was b cause
he heard me do some games at
. WSAL” said Ball: *They were a’.
daytime station until Septem--
ber of '86 when they went to a

.. 24~hour status.:We- put a- packsv
*age together.” ~ = 7

.- Theé move the wWTSJ ha.s feft

2: Ball in the ideal Bltuatlon&doing

anbed :

" o] knew what I Wanted to do

and it was just & matter. of get-"

ting the opportunity to do it,”-

- saild Ball. “I did the scoreboard :

show just waiting for a break. A.

- Iot of it is timing and experi<”

ence. That's why I started the’

.. intern program, 8o they can get

a break right out of the gate.”

The high school !ntemshlp«
" program for high "schoo! stu~ ]
. dents gives them a chance to do

;4 . color commentary of. games
- galn experlence, :

Beall has also brought Cincln&
-nati Bengal Anthony Munoz 1n-

-to the booth, letting the All-Pro.

- tackle learn a few tips before he’
retires to do NFL games On tele-~

vision.

4

" That has made life eastef for b

“When they were on strike he
‘(Munoz) was working -with;
- CCCV (Cltizens Contributing to"
‘Community Values),” sald Ball,

0~ - “and he came in to cutia com-
Vi 4merclal we were golng|to run..

He jokingly said, ‘I know you do
. high school games. I'd be fnter-:
_ested In doing some color.’ I
ding. 7~

five solld offers” from larger ra~." toam, He went off to the Unl- -f ‘called later and asked if he was

dio stations, preferring to ste
at the 1, ooo-wam; WTSJ. -

“You don't do everything for

enfoy high school ball. In my
opinion anyone can read sports. -
I'm a person who likes being at -
~ & game, part of the actlon.

" “And as long as I keep enjoy- -
ing it, I'll continue. What I'm
doing right now is a blast and
that opinion hasn’t changed in
five years and I don’t see it
changing soon.” -~ s ‘.

The Arbltron ratings,’ whlch
" monitor the number of listeners

for radiqgnd televlslon st,atlons, ¥ went out of buslness an‘g'vhe and the Ball ls bounclng :{-

-.u‘.v. RS

explained Ball. “And I *

< yersity: of Kentucky wherg" he’s

; called Wildcats football and i

- basketball games for two years:::

He took a job as a divisional *
manager &t Scandinavian ;
. Health Spas, helping sell mem-

" berships. It wasn’t until three
" years later he got back on the.
i the hi hl school ot
doine & ; " {oreseen for WT8J’s high school
~eoverage, at least not ror anof.h-;;
Aetyear . booooa

air,
roundup on WHEKK.

In 1984 WHKK was purchased'

by WSAI and expanded its high -

school coverage into Cincinnsati.;
Ball -then started doing
play-by play of Cincinnati”
:games. In October of 1986 WSAI -

sérious and he sald he'd love to:
:-do 1t. This s his second year.”: -
“ #The Ball Report” has a con-’
tract to run for another 10
weeks, but Gary hopes it will
run at least through the basket- ..
ball season and perhaps in the
future run in conjunction with
the school year. No changes are

»If anything does change,'

”though don’t be surprised if 1t:

“works out for the best for Gary.”
_Right. now, that's just; the wayu_

Dt ',_,.",.'. N
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The WCVG-AM 1320 radio team for the 1993 footb
Ball, Bruce Kozerski, Doug Pelphrey, Joe Walter, Dave

~Photo by
Guidugli. Front: Bill
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Pelfrey hosts benefit game at Scott

Cincinnati Bengals placekicker Doug Pelfrey is giving 4 little back to his
roots. Pelfrey, a former three-sport star at Scott High School, is holding a

- benefit basketball game at his old high school April 13.

The game will bring some
big names to the Taylor
Mill school. Former
University of Kentucky
standouts Kyle Macy and
Richie Farmer will be there,
as will be NKU/UK grad
Todd Svoboda. Also per-
forming will be UK football
standout and Highlands product
Marty Moore, Dean Wells and °
other UK grads. C S
Northern Kentucky will also be well represented. Former Mr. Basketball

Doug Schicemer and the 9th Region’s all-time leading scorer Scott Draud
will play. Former Bengal and now Fox-TV broadcasters Anthony Munoz

will be in action, as will Doug Flynn, Jim Breech, Mark Pike of the

-Buffalo Bills and other local celebrities.

The honorary coaches for the first annual Doug Pelfrey Benefit will be

 triple crown winner Steve Cauthen and Andy Furman of WLW radio. Yours

truly will be a player/coach.

Pelfrey has worked hard to put this game together. You can help him out
by coming to the game and supporting Scott High School. Door prizes will
be given away and autographs signed. For ticket information, call the school

at 356-3106.

The game will be broadcast on the Northern Kentucky Sporfs Network
WNKR-FM 106.5. Come out and support the Scott Athletic Boosters.

Eric - Krosnes. .

éﬂ ‘season, back row from left: Gary

Harmeon.

[ Yo




semifinals against Bullitt East
(26-4). : .

GRANT COUNTY 6 13 14. 538
EMINENCE 8 8 9 1237

GRANT COUNTY (38): Cotistt 10, Bowan 4, Rose 3, Peacs
16, Sauder 5.
il EamlNENCE {37): Roberts 14, Tingle 2, Stivers 3, Allen 16,
iiler 2.

-8, Weed 18, Tyska 6, Poole 2, Wrenn 2.

points in a losing effort for Car- 2 o

TaiiIQED At U.uU wUadlE L.

FLEMING COUNTY 1% 7 16 24—62
roll Cqunty a3-13). PENDLETON COUNTY 1% 15 14 &H-=T1
gﬁfﬂ%uefg'm 12 g g 19_57 FLEMING COUNTY (62): Argo S O 10. Grannis § 213, Lewis

CARROLL COUNTY (48): Brock 6, Lindsay 1, Booth 4, izor 15.Totals 269 62

BULLITT EAST (67): Hardman 11, Simms 8, Mason 17,
Reed 13, Bass 12, Johnson 6.

Three-point goals: CC—Brock, lzor, Weed 2. BE—Hard-
man 2, Simms 2. Reed.

Peoples 10 2. Totals 28 1171,

204, Jacksen 4 0 8, Parkins 7 6 20, Newsom 10 2, Saundsrs 2

PENDLETON COUNTY (71): Dennie 2 0 4, Mains 50 10,

Viers 3 2 8, Yelton 5 2 12, Schafer 3 2 8, Roberts 10 5 26,

Thres-point goals: PC—Schafer, Roberts. FC—Grannis.
Records: Pendiston County 13-14, Fleming County 16-14.

KENTUCKY
WILDCAT
BASKETBALL

UK vs.
Tennessee
9:45 TONIGHT

- Tune to WNKR 90 minutes
before each game for: .
A look at basketball
Rick Pitino Pre-Game Show
Wildcat Warmup  °

After the game stay tuned for:
Wildcat Wrapup
Rick Pitino Post-Game Show
‘Wildcat Scoreboard |

Brought to you in part by

The Kentucky Post

T

3

SPORTS COUNTRY 1320 CVG

with Doug Schlioemer and Gary Ball

oth REGION BASKETBALL

Second Round action at 4:15 today
Holmes vs. Holy Cross
followed at 7:45 by

Newport vs. Conner

Brought to you in part by The Kentucky Post,
Northern Kentucky’s newspapers, and by:
Marriott Griffin Gate @ Ft. Thomas Building & Loan® @ First Federal Bank
Dusing Bros. jce ® St. E Sports Medicine @ Liberty National Bank
Four Seasons ® Crown Heating ® Ameristop @ Desmond Brothers @ Barry Brann
Columbia Federal ® Trophy Awards® @Tate Builders @ @ Hebron Deposit Bank

Herzog Jewelers i ugs ® Sports of All Sorts
Specialized Plumbing eatherage Oil@® Northern Kentucky University
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