






KHSAA Board of Controls     

2280 Executive Drive     

Lexington, KY 40505     

 

 

Committee Members,     

 

It is with gratitude and thanks that I have the opportunity to recommend Larry “Cotton” Adams for the 

Dawahare’s KHSAA Hall of Fame. I have tremendous respect for Coach Adams as a person and as a 

football coach. I played for him for four years (1973-1976) and was on a State Championship team my 

senior year. I also had him as a business teacher at Corbin High School and was always impressed with 

the similarity between the way he coached football and taught his content. He was very much a  

detail-oriented person who had a passion for whatever he was doing. The word that comes to mind 

when I think of Coach Adams is “competitiveness”. It did not matter if you were going through 

monotonous conditioning drills or trying to improve the number of words you could type per minute; he 

was going to get the best out of you. It always occurred to me that he was consistently working as hard 

or even harder than the student/athletes.     

 

The success of the Corbin football teams while he was involved with them (both as an assistant and 

head coach) is undeniable. Two state championships and a runner-up as an assistant to Archie Powers 

and another state championship and runner-up as the head coach speaks for itself. This is certainly Hall 

of Fame criteria, but the most endearing characteristic that Coach Adams displayed was his caring for his 

student/athletes. He coached every young man as if they were his own. He taught difficult life lessons, 

but also explained why doing the right thing, was the right thing. It did not matter what “side of the 

tracks” you were from, you could expect to be pushed beyond your own expectations and loved at the 

same time. That, in and of itself, is difficult to do.     

 

I learned a lot about football from Coach Adams, most of which never contributed to any monetary gain. 

However, the character and integrity attributes that were displayed on a daily basis have helped me 

tremendously in my professional life. I am a partner in a successful trucking company and completed a 

term as the Whitley County Judge Executive, both of which are high stress positions that require you to 

make decisions that are difficult at times. I learned how best to do that from being mentored and guided 

by people like Larry Adams. I consider it one of the many blessings of my life to have been involved with 

Corbin football, and Coach “Cotton” Adams was a very large part of that. As a matter of fact, he still 

moonlights a bit with our current coach Tom Greer on occasion and I know our kids are better off for 

that as well.     

 

Thank you for this opportunity, I hope I have conveyed how much this man has meant to our program 

and our community.     

 

 

Sincerely,     

Burley Foley    
Burley Foley – (606)524-0827  
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