
To Who It May Concern, 

     I am writing this Letter of Recommendation for Coach Billy Hicks to be considered for the 
KHSAA Hall Of Fame.  I was shocked to learn that he was not already in the KHSAA Hall Of Fame.  
In my opinion it is truly not a Hall of Fame without him because when I think of Kentucky High 
School Basketball, his name is at the top of the list. 

     We had many battles over the years, and I can not think of another coach that I had any 
more respect for than Coach Hicks.  He was always very good to me both on and off the court.  
His record speaks for itself, over 1000 career wins, 13 Regional Titles, and 2 State 
Championships.  Coach Hicks loved Kentucky High School basketball.  It was his life and he 
influenced so many young men over the years.  I have got to know a lot of his former players 
and I can truly feel how much they loved him. 

     In my opinion this a no brainer, Coach Billy Hicks deserves to be in the KHSAA Hall of Fame.  
Not only was he an ambassador for Kentucky High School Basketball and High School Athletes, 
he was also a great friend to fellow coaches. 

 

Yours truly. 

Coach Allen Feldhaus, Jr. 
Head Basketball Coach 
Madison Central High School 



September 23, 2024


Dear Members of the KHSAA Hall of Fame Selection Committee,


I am honored to write this letter in support of Coach Billy Hicks for his induction into the 
KHSAA Hall of Fame.  As a former Kentucky High School Basketball Coach, I had the privilege 
to compete against Coach Hicks’s Scott County Cardinals on numerous occasions.  We 
developed a camaraderie, friendship and a very healthy team rivalry, all of which I will continue 
to cherish. 


I was able to witness his many achievements, leadership and unwavering dedication to the 
game of basketball making him an outstanding candidate for this prestigious honor.  Coach 
Hicks, in his signature red blazer, had the ability to inspire, motivate and develop players.  It 
didn’t matter who the best team on the court was, you could guarantee the Scott County 
Cardinals were going to play the game at 110% in front of fan packed gymnasiums!


Those who played for him exhibited respect, teamwork and sportsmanship which was a direct 
reflection of Coach Hicks’s leadership.  I honestly can’t think of a better candidate for this 
award.  Coach Hicks’s outstanding coaching career, leadership and contributions to the sport 
make him truly deserving of this honor.  I am confident that his induction will not only recognize 
his remarkable legacy but also inspire future generations of  coaches and athletes to strive for 
greatness. 


Thank you for considering this nomination.  Should you need any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.


Sincerely,


Danny Haney

Regional Athletics Director, The Americas

Nord Anglia Education

1111 Brickell Ave.

Suite 2625

Miami, FL.   33131

954.383.3442




To whom it may concer, 

 

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to provide a letter of recommendation supporting the 

nomination of Billy W. Hicks to the KHAA Hall of Fame. 

I have known Coach Hicks well over 40 yrs.  In 1984, we (Harlan High School Basketball Team), 

welcomed Coach Hicks and Betsy to Harlan High. He was named our new coach.  From that moment, we 

knew we had someone special. 

Coach spent the first week talking “in detail” to every player.. He spoke about our goals as not only a 

basketball team, but also what our expectation were as individuals.  The following week was stickily 

BASKETBALL… Drills, Drills and More Drills… Needless to say, we lost a few would-be-players.  Coach 

demanded the best out of each individual and accepted nothing less. Those of us that stuck with the 

new program, I can honestly say, became better.  By the end of the summer and the beginning of our 

first season with Coach, it was time to see what all this summer long, training had done.  “Test His 

Theory”. 

Our first season with Coach, we doubled our wins from last year’s totals.  Season two with Coach 

brought on one of the best seasons and record that HARLAN HIGH BASKETBALL had ever seen.  In other 

words, Harlan Basketball was “On The Map”. 

After my senior season, to no one’s surprised, Coach had several colleges asking for my signature.  The 

night before I made my final decision, I spent the entire evening with Coach.  We talked about the 

advantages of each college.  With his guidance, I made my choice and I might add, one of the best 

decisions I had ever made. “Great Mentor”. 

Coach continued to follow me during my entire college career, giving me pointers on how to improve my 

game.  This continued for four years.  What is truly amazing is the fact that not only was he still coaching 

me in college; he was also giving the same advice to all his former players that had chosen to play 

college basketball.  “Truly ONE of a Kind”. 

Coach would invite his former players to play against his current.  What Coach had taught us over our 

careers, we were now teaching his current players?  “Brilliant Mind Set”. 

In closing, I would like to give one more example of how great a man Coach was.  I remember after his 

first Kentucky High School Boys State Title… Coach called me the very next day and said “This title 

belongs to you and all my former players who took the time to give back to help his team succeed”. “If it 

is to be, it’s up to WE”. 

Billy W. Hicks was truly a “COACH”.. Not just with BASKETBALL, but also in LIFE..  I am just one of many 

whose life was made better by having Billy W. Hicks as a Coach, Mentor, and most importantly, a 

FRIEND. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rodrick Robinson 
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