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To Whom it May Concern: 
 
It is my honor and privilege to recommend my accomplished and talented friend Stephanie 
Livers for the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame. Working in the philanthropic space, I have had 
the good fortune of working with elite athletes in a variety of sports across the country, and 
there is no one more deserving of this distinction than Stephanie. 
 
A humble, unassuming girl from a small town and the “little engine that could” Elizabethtown 
Dolphins Swim Team, Stephanie rose to become one of the most decorated freestylers in 
the history of the Commonwealth. Her accomplishments are too numerous to fully list here, 
but include the following highlights: 13-time collegiate All-American; member of the 1990-
91 U.S. National Team; qualifier for the 1992 and 1996 Olympic Team Selection Meet; 
awarded a full collegiate athletic scholarship; 1990 Regional High School Championship 
and 1989 State High School Championship Outstanding Female Competitor; 1991-1996 U.S. 
Open Qualifier; 7th-ranked 50-yard freestyler and 16th-ranked 100-yard freestyler in the U.S. 
for 17-18 year-olds in 1991; 12-time Senior National qualifier from 1990-1996 and 11-time 
Junior National qualifier from 1987-1992; Kentucky Zone All-Star Team from 1986-1988 with 
1st place finishes in the 100, 200, 400, and 800 freestyle in 1988; National Aquatic Swimming 
Representative for Kentucky 1989-1990; High-point award winner in 30+ meet invitationals; 
numerous state and high school records and dozens of individual state titles and team 
awards. In 2014, Stephanie was one of the first inductees into the Elizabethtown High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame and was the first female inducted. 
 
The titles, records, and accomplishments speak for themselves, but context is important 
here, as well. Stephanie grew up during a time when women’s sports were not supported or 
celebrated near what they are today. She was not driven by the promise of wealth or fame, 
and certainly did not receive the attention she deserved at the time. But there was no athlete, 
male or female, I can remember from my childhood no one who was more dominant and 
committed than Stephanie Livers. There was a barrier-breaking quality to her achievements, 
and yet, she always led with humility, kindness to others, and sportsmanship; even to this 
day, Stephanie is the first to reach out with a supportive word and a helping hand.  
 
She would never share this anecdote, but I will on her behalf: when our beloved swim coach, 
the great champion Joel Cyganiewicz (affectionately known as “Coach Cy”) passed away 
last year, Stephanie was the one who contacted his former swimmers to organize a memorial 



for him. She wrote his incredible obituary and ensured it was placed in the state’s largest 
newspaper. She even delivered the eulogy at his funeral and encouraged all of us to share 
memories from our time with Coach Cy.   
 
It is my sincere hope those who are making this decision will smile on Stephanie’s 
nomination for induction into the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame. There was no greater 
champion swimmer, and there is no more deserving person, than Stephanie Livers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Holly Harris 
Founder and President  
The Network 
Work phone: (202) 713-6016 
Mobile: (859) 983-2947 
Twitter: @holly_harris 
@jointhenetwork 
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