James Haire
Elizabethtown High School Boys Basketball Coach
Coaching Career: 1995 — Present
Career Coaching Record: 534 Wins — 296 Loses

State Championships

2000 KHSAA Sweet 16 Boys State Championship
2021 KHSAA Sweet 16 Boys State Runner Up
1994 KHSAA Boys Class AA Track Championship
2005 King of the Bluegrass Championship

Region Championships

5th Region Basketball Championships:
2000
2005
2020
2021
2023
Honors and Accomplishments
Area Coach of the Year: 1997, 2000, 2004, 2009, 2014, 2021
KABC Region Coach of the Year: 2002, 2003, 2014

5% Region Coaches Association Coach of the Year:
2014, 2020, 2021
1998 & 2000 Coached the Executive Inn East/West All Star Game
2009 KABC Board Member
2016 Court of Honor Inductee
2015 Coached the KY/Ind All Star Game
2018 National Coach of the Year Finalist
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LEXINGTON—H W sweet itis o 5

' Thé ElizabiethtowsBoys backatball team once again famng a
seemmgly hoypeléss situation, rallied in dramatic fashion - -
Saturday night to'beat Lexington Cathohc in the champlonshlp
gameé of the stdte tourtament,

“The 79-69 ‘décision capped a rud of four wctones ina lxttle
miote than 48 hours, including twd tremendous come-from:
behind efforts Saturday
T think we got.oui respect now,” sajd Elizabethtown senior
guard Chris Williams, wha helped spark a furious fhxrd—quarter
rally that turned the game in the Panthers’-favor.

", “We came into this tournament and everybody was saying

M E'TOWN See Page 2B

. N-E/Neal Cardin

Righf, Antwain
Barbouy goes over two
Lexington Catholic
players for a basket in
Saturday’s state
championship game.
Above, Barbour gets
pumped up after he
was fouled on a shot
altempt in the third
quarter. Left,
Elizabethiown coach
James Haire climbs a
ladder to cut down
the net after winning
the Stafe
championship.




Barbour’s %j
lead Panthers
to first crowii

By BOB WHITE
The Courier-Journal

LEXINGTON, Kv — Chris

Williams got the winning rally

.started and Antwain Barbour
finished it as Elizabethtown
won the high school bcys
basketball state championship
last night.

Wﬂhama scored 15 of his 25

points in the second haif and.

Barbour rang up 23 of his 31

in the last two quagters asthe
Panthers wiped out a 13-point-

halftime deficit to shoot down

Lexington Catholic 7569 in
the 83rd State T mumameﬁ: fi-
‘nal before 17,442 fans in Rupp
Arena.

‘Williams, a ieft-handed sen-
mr sccsrea 14 of E'town’s firg
18 “poinis in the third quarter
“'to 1gnite the rall
‘the Fifth Region champion its

“first basketball state title.

* Barbour, a thin, agile angd

talented 85 senior, scored 12

- of the Panthers’ iast 15 points

it their 31-point third quarter,
“Tjust wanted to come otit

.and play hard and get. our

“team in posmou to win,” Wil‘-
liams said. “Barbour then fin-

-Barbot n* satd:

Af the

that ‘gave

‘ishéd It. We were down 15

points earlier today and won
and weare u.lfy down 13 to-
ni ha ¥ .

arbour, who was named

the Sweet 16s MVP, poured in
42 points in E'town’s 88-87

-comeback victory. over Rus
‘sellville in the afternoon semi-

finals. .
“Chris i§ a great playe;,”‘
“Wher he. ats
going I.come on, too, Wefeed
off each oth& We 3a'51 re-

'fuseu o lgse.

It was E'town's fifth ¢ trip to
the Sweet 16 and second time
mawpmmmn game.
The rantn o5t 10 Owenss
boro 71-63 in the 1972 final in
Lm;!isviﬂé

Ray Vencill, coach of that

E'town team:, ‘wus one of tha

“first on the floor to congraty-

late: present coach
Haire.

“My older f"*etner, Nute,
was on the '72 team,” harrf
said. “When I played in the

”’5 tournams ent, we lost. i“ns

Jamies

‘i, why 1 coach; T coach for

these itids, This is semethlrg

‘they’li’ remember the: Test of

th&‘f trves

The v*ct()"y capped a a 30-5
season for E'towi, which was
No. 8 in The Couries -Mumal”‘

“preseason polt of coaches: The

. ETOWN
Pagu 13, col. 1 thzs section

Antwain Bark

s % R

BY MARY.ANN LYONS, ms COURIER-IOURNAL
v, the State Tournament MVP who scored 31 for
Elown, batlled Lexbmh’s Brendon Woody for a rebound.
Harbouwr had 42 in ihn Panthers” semifinal win over Russeilville.






E’town rides
Panther power

to state victory

By MEGAN WOOLHOUSE
The Courier-Journal

ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. —
Hundreds of fans packed the

gym at Elizabethtown High"
Sc

hool yesterday afternoon to
welcome home the little team
that could — and did — win
its first boys’ state basketball
charnﬂionship.

“I knew we were going to
win it,” senior Adam Bostic
said as he sat in the:bleachers
waiting for the team’s grand
entrance. “We have so much
going for us, so much heart.”

Although the bleachers
were full of confident fans
yesterday;at the start of the
season there were those who
wrote the team off. The Eliza-
bethtown Panthers have been
to the Sweet 16 only twice in
the tournament’s 83-year his-
tory. Coach James Haire said
people consistently referred to
them as going nowhere.

Even after the team pushed
its way to the final game in
Rupp Arena in Lexington on
Saturday with a season record
of 29-5, the trophy and cham-
Eionshi banner had already

een placed on their oppo-

nent’s side of the court, Haire
said.- .

Instead, the Panthers came

Patti Antone hugged James
Haire, who has been -
coaching the Panthers for
five vears. b
from behind to beat Lexing-
ton Catholic 79-69 and raise
their record to 30-5.

“I think these kids kept
hearing (that they weren’t
strong), and they took offense
to it,” Haire said. “It couldn’t
have ended any better.”

A city police escort joined
the team as it returned from

Lexington yesterday, leading

. PHOTOS BY DAVID R. LUTMAN, SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURANAL
Elizabethtown High School celebrated the boys' basketball siate championship at a pep rally vesterday. Elizabethtown
Mayor David Willmoth told the crowd that the school, whiich has just 747 students, proveal that igger is not better.

Fire and police vehicles led the victorious team to the :

pep rally yesterday. Elizabethtown came from behind to
beat Lexington Catholic 79-69 in Rupp Arena on Saturday.

a «procession through down-
town on a victory lap and
then back to its home ,
where school officials had
rolied out a red mat. Fans in
blue and yellow, the Panther

- colors, screamed, waved pom-

stomped on the
eat of “We

ons and
leachers to the
Will Rock You.”

A handmade  banner

summed up the feeling: “How
Sweet It Is.”

Ray Veneil, a former coach
at E’town who took the team
to the Sweet 18 in 1972, told
the crowd, “You can’t win
Derby Day on a billy goat”
and pointed out the contribu-

See ETOWN
Page 5, col. 1, this section



From left, playérs Chris Wiliiams, Cal Foster, Mark Richardson and Jason Johnsion celebrated their ba

BY DAVID R. LUTMAN, SPECIAL TO THE COURIERJOURNAL
sketbalt championship yesterday.

Elizabethtown High principal Ruth Sorace said the team thrived on comebacks. “They would just pick up steam,” she said.

Continued from Page B 1

tions of two star players, Chris Wil-
liams and Antwain Barbour. The two,
both seniors, dominated the scoring
inthe last games.

“I've been around a long time,”
Vencill said. “I've never seen a better
performance at any ballgame than I
saw {in the) two games yesterday.”

Barbour — a 6-5 forward who was
named the Sweet 16’s most valuable
player — scored 42 points in the
semifinal game Saturday, leading his
team to an 88-87 victory over Russell-
ville. He gave the entire team credit.

Williams had 25 points and seven -

rebounds and teammate Nathan Sex-
ton 9 points and 20 rebounds in the
title game. Sexton’s 20 rebounds
were the fifth-highest total in the his-
tory of the championship game.
_'(‘iWe all just hate losing,” Barbour
said.
~ Looking 'tired after playing four
games in three days, Barbour posed

for photograrhs and signed shirts for
young and old fans. His mother, who
attended every basketball game this
season before heading to the 11 p.m.
to 7 a.m. shift at a local factory,
stood smiling nearby. :
She said that calls from college re-
cruiters have been steady for the last
two years but that her son has not
made a choice yet. He said he is just
trying to let the victory sink in. .
After Saturday’s big win, he said,
he went back to his hotel room and
sat down.
“I just kept thinking, ‘We actually
won.’ It's just like a dream.” - .
The Panthers routinely surprised
fans and other teams with -their
comebacks. On Sattirday night, they
recovered from a 13-point deficit
a}i;tier halftime to win the champion-
ship. .
TPhe school’s principal, Ruth Sor-
ace, recalled that they were behind
during the very first game of the sea-
son and came back in the fourth

quarter to beat Shelby County 119-
108

“Th? would just pick up steam,”
she said. .

Haire, who teaches social studies,
said after the rally that many ques-
tioned whether he was up to coach-
ing the team when he took the posi-
tion five years ago. That year the
team lost 22 games and won two, he
said, and one parent withdrew his
son from the school and sent him to
Lexington Catholic to play ball.

The victory, however, is not per-
sonal but a triumph for the whole
team, he said, comparing the players’
spirit to that of the comic-book hero
the Incredible Hulk.

“When somebodY Kushes their
back against the wall,” he said, “they
change. They get angry.”

Josh Wendt, Steven Warren and
Greg Crews bought a black marker
and drew the school’s initials on their
bare chests for the rally. Although all
three are still in junior high, they fol-

low the high school team and said
they have never been disappointed.

“We don’t have a team; what we’

have is talent,” said Josh, 13. “They
can handle the workload.” % .

Mayor David Willmoth declared
before the crowd that tomorrow will
officially be Panther Basketball State
Champions Day in Elizabethtown. He
said that the school, which has only
747 students, proved that bigger is
not better.

“This is the best team,” he said to
loud cheers, “and this is the most ex-
citing thing that is going to happen
this year in Kentucky basketball.”

Tomorrow the team will eat lunch
with the Rotary Club, and there will
be another celebration at the school.
The award will be placed in a trophy
case that is being built. The trophy
will go beside the Lady Panthers’
state championship trophy from 1998.
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o don’t really
eafthmg

. abtenhon Evéryﬂlmg b.me
‘is abont team: smyteam b

~doing well? T s
-tode%iqéteverythm away
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Ehmbethtown Panmers »

g T omay

Aihletlc cnaches Assoclatlon.

Han-e asnommatedby August, .

the Kenmeknygh School

-Coaches Association board
“duting a meeting last

Jimmie Reed, executive
director for the KHSCA,
said he can’t recall another

Kentucky boys’ basketball

NEAL CARPIN/The News-Enterprise

Ell;abaﬂ\town coach James Halre watches his team during a game last season, Halre Is a finallst
far.the 'Natlonsl .Coach-of the Year for Boys® Basketball, presented by the Natlonal High Schoo!

coach being a national fi-

nalist.

Tum o HAIRE, B4

|
|
1_

finalists for National

Coach of the Year honor
Continzed from Bl

“Coach Haire has been
around for a long time and has
been very, very successful,”
Reed. “We’re just trying to get
him and the state some proper
recogmbon

.. James Haire is well *
thought of not only because of
his coaching success, but he’s
well thought of and respected
throughout the state because
of him being in education.”

Haire has been coach at
Elizabethtown for more than
20 years, including the 2000
Sweet 16 championship team.

He credited much of his
success to Ray Vencil, the for-
mer Panthers’ coach, as well
as former North Hardin coach
Ron Bevars and former LaRue
County coach Paul Handley.

“I've been very fortunate'to
have a lot of ve: good e0-
ple that I can taHK aire
said, “One of them is Coach
Vencill. He’s been a solid
foundation for me as faras |
bouncing ideas off of. ... I take
a lot of inspiration and give
people (chances for) different
opinions.

“I don’t take them all the
time, but I like to listen to oth-
er peoples viewpoints, people
wh}t)) hgve bee:Pthrou thgJ
fire. As well as my assistant
coaches, too.”

This past season, the
Panthers finished 17-10 and
picked up wins against 5th

HAIRE: is one of eight-

Region Tournament teams
John Hardin, Central Hardin
and Adair County

It was an 11-game improve-
ment from two seasons ago.

“Regardless of the record,
Pm always extremely proud
of anybody who'’s ever played
for me, anybody who’s given
100 percent effort,” Haire said.
“What really is amazing is like
two years ago, these boys were

..sophomores, had no seniors

on the team, and to watch
them grow to become physi-
ca]l better, mentally tougher

at times able to compete
wnh anybody.”

Ha:re said he first learned
he was nominated for the
award when he received an
email in November as practice
was getting underway.

~“Me with emails, I kind of
gance at them and dispense

iem,” he said. “I kind of
glanced at this one and I was
gettmg ready to dispense it,

ut then I saw Jimmie Reed's
name, and I knew him.”

- Haire filled out the request-
ed form and two weeks later
learned he was a national
finalist.

He tried to hide it during
the season, not wanting to
draw atiention from the team,
but word spread on social
media.

Haire said he’s never been
to South Dakota, but he hopes
to make a summer vacation
out of the event and bring -
his wife Pam and children,
Andrea and Jamie, along.

Reed said he also plans to
attend.

The NHSACA ceremony
will recognize the National

JILL PICKETT/The News-Enterprise

Elizahethtown coach James Haire watches his team during a game last

 season.
““oach of the Year in 19 differ-

V\Knle he has already ac-
complished more than most,
Haire, 60, said the nomination
has not made him nostalgic or
furn an eye to retirement.

“I take every season as it
comes,” he said. “We won a
championship back in 2000 ...
never wore the ring. I don’t
want to Jook backwards Ionly
want to look at what I have

now.

“I don’t have a timetable
right now. Everybody tells me
TI'll know when it’s time. The
worst thing that can happen is’
you quit toe soon and then re-
gret it and yearn to get back in

“it. ] want to be ready and just

walk away.”

Grant Wiemean can be reached

"at 270-505-1754 or gwieman@
thenewsenterprise.com.



JAMES HAIRE, _ELLZABETHTOWN |
Under Haire, Panthers
have rebounded strong

By JEFF D'ALESSIO
Seoiis Ebitor

hen a coach
# Jooks at his
. rosber-after a
seagon and see
that the five
starters he put on:the flosr
~most of the year will
graduate, it can oflen lead to
a mix of emotions, v
‘Panicwould top:the list for
most coaches.
ot for Elizabethtown
High School haye’ head:

baskethall-¢oach James Haire,

New yeay; new-chiallenge,

Time to go to work,

His Panthers won an area-
best 17 straight games, went
23-3 overall and 8§-2.in 17tk
Distriet play.

Por that, Hairve-earnsd this
‘year’s Area Coach of the Year:
award in voting by avea
coaches and members of The:
News-Enterprise sports staff

“That type-of award comes-
as a benefactor of the hard
work of these guys;,” said

Haire, who has'a 12567

record in seven seasons.as
Elizabiethtown’s Hiead coach. T
hepe it reflects the type of job.
our cosches do. T'havé some
excellent coaclies with me®

~ Voting for individual
awdrds was based on a 5-3-1
geale with five points for first,
three for'second and one for
fhind.

_ Haire, who ieceived five
first place voles, finished with
30:points. North Hardin coach
Ron Bevars finished with 24
points-and LaRue County
coach Deé Hutchins was thied
with 20 points.

_ After starting the sg¢ason 0-
2 with losses to Shelby
County and North Hardin,
the Panthers have wor 23:5f
their last 94 games.

“In-both of thoge games, [
saw a lot of'good,” Haire said.
“... If we had won both games
I'wouldn't have been jumping
up aiid dowa about 1.7 felt
like this team had soing very
good qualities about it.”

With five.starters gone,

there is often & growth. period,
Haire saw-that in hiz team
gver the summer and.it hasn’t
stopped. o ‘
“If you'take Dwight (Rudd)
off this team, this is the.JV
team from last year,” he said..

“These kids like playing

togetheér and we play a-lot of

‘kids. Sometimes there are
‘sacrifices that you have to
‘make 1o be suecessfil and
‘this team has done that.”

_“The Panthers will bethe.

No. 2 seed in the 17th District -
‘Tournament this week at

Northk Hardin High Scheal.
Two of Elizabethtown’s. three

{osses have come againgt the
Trojans.

“I kind of thought we'd
have a good year; but I'never

‘theught the record would be
‘ag good ag it is,” Haire said..
“This team, they have a type:

of hunger and desire that is
different than. most teams,-

*T think a Iot of it ig
they've had to wait a:long
tirde for their chiande.and tiow
they have it," he added. “They

know. if we play together as 4

team: And they know.that i

. N-E/Maal Cardlin
Elizabethtown head coach James Haire, ! !

Bl Jotf D'Alessio can be reached
& 769-1200, Ex1, 292, or.m
[etfd@nalithe-ne.com

tan be béap by anybody”

This:is the third Ares
Coach of the Year award
play as individuels, they  Haire-has won,

team, we'rs a pretty good

they



Conch ]am Hiaire “still re-
mains mesmenzed at -what the

Elizabethtowr . Panthers accom---ff"

»plls\hed this season.- "
"With only ~6ne retummg

" starter back from .a yeir ago,
managed ‘to scratch. and:
_.claw their way all the:way to the |

. they

- Boys™ 5th- Régmn Basketbal
s Toumament
’game‘

“They sumved a brutal sc'hed-:‘j

tle and dealt with plenty- of reg-

before refacusing their effoits to

- get back to their inside game and °

go.on a deep postseason. run.
. _Elizabethtown finished 16-13,
knocked -off regular-season 17th
District regu]ar—season champion
-John Hardin in two of three
" 'meetings — ending the Bulldogs’
13-0 start the first ime and hang-
ing onin a four-overtime thriller
in the district final -~ and won
.two “5th Region Tournament
games before suffering a 62-55
loss to Bardstown in the region

: | THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE.

champlonshlp

final.
ular-season bumps . and slomps - ‘;ma

AMES HAIRE

“What “these players ‘Have

.done;1 think i amazing,’ > Haire *
-said. “We lost: }0 seniors last year
.- and returried” one player with
any kind of valid varsity experi-*
“ence with Mitchell (Henry). We

had ~ one- transfer, Chris
(McDonald), and large holes to
fill. We'had guys with JV experi-
ence trying to play up. The guys
did a tremendous job.”

Area coaches and The News-
Enterprise sports department
thqught Haire did; too, as he was
voted the Area Coach of the

ot Jo
- Wells {ﬁve ﬁrst- ;
five pomts I..aRue ounty $ Paul;

SPGRI’S

'Arst 1 e_vgtes beatm

place votes) by

ts Votmg ‘Was based on 2.5

transferring from Fort Kriox. <

Farrow, junior Jansen Flood and
sophnmores Bryce Byrd and Nic

«McDonald, .whohad barely
played at the varsity level.

Early on, they had no chem-
istry with. each other, on the
court or off it. In Haire’s wew,

‘they were so quiet.

Hed ‘with £ pomts ‘

“with Hine

FH[DAY MARCH 18, 2011

Ehzabethtov;m “worn 1ts First

gama ‘theri.lost thiree. straight.
“The Panthers responded ‘win--
iing six-of their next seven.= in-,
cludmg a five-garhe winning
" “.streak = but ended the regular
" season wmnmg just. five of their
- final 13°games,-though ‘they lost
to thtee powerhouses {(Watren' -
and Bardstown Bethléhem in'the ’
' 5th Region’! Tournament. y

Central, " Bullitt ' East and
Lomsvﬂle Eastern) to close it out:

Players seerned more focused'

coaches and players = including
Ray Bencill" (baskétball) and

" Vince Hancock (football) -

speak.
“I think they finally realized

E’town basketball is bigger than

.Justthem, thatthey represente’ s
-generation .of people, that th y
~fepresent i ‘the 19305 of- 19405,’ s

Haire said;, “Orice they realized

“I knew they were compehf‘
‘ hVe As far as reading body lagt-
: gnage,. faces and.. émotions "
they were. calm,” Haire said
-was.hard for me to get used to”
- Attdokthe players a lltﬂe bitof °
P . fime; too. - *7

31 scale and coaches co‘uldn’t. :
vote for.themselves. . :
-1t Haire's sixth ho‘rior dunng .
i 'G_year tenre; But this one::
might “have "been. one . of his
.toughest yet S :
. Afier reaching thie 5th Reglon
Tournament semifinals-in’ 2010,
- Elizdbethtown graduatetl neaﬂy’_
- all of its staiting lineup and most”
of “its ‘roster. "The’ Panthers- still
‘had a dommant post présence
“with Henry and had McDonald "

“It' '

‘But the week prior to the dis- -
»trict tournamment, Han:e nouced a
> change.

They also had & guard corps
of seniors Terry Jones and Cory

at; they started o elevate their .

fevel of ‘play. .,-They knew What :

‘théy were carrying.”" =
: Then; Eh?abeﬂuomm looked,,
like -those’ teams. of *old. ‘The

- Panthers blitzed North Hardin'in: . *
“the first half, tolling t6'a 21~pomt ¥
halfiime- advantage before. win- - -
" ning, 58:44 in the district fourna:
“metit Semifinals: They
“off the Bulldogs in the-district fi

knocked"“ ‘.

nal, then took care of Caverna

‘Henry' acknow]edged Haire .'

‘helped’ them,  with' their sched: -
“1tile, their confidencé and their

" strength.

ini practice. He had their atten-..:
tion, especially when he bronght.
"in more than a handful of former

“A lot of people come around
here. and have said Coach Haire
helped :them - become tougher

and help them through life,”

'Henry said. “If you can’make it

through this, there are a.lot of

things you can make it through.”

John Groth can be reached
at (270) 505-1754
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. Obi Howard begm celebrating Tuesday night as t
Lk - thersclose in on therr third 5th Region title inthe pa
SEE.REGION/PAGE 32 ' 5easons. :



ALL-AREA: Haire
named 2021
Coach of the Year
Continued from A10

his F’town basketball career
with fondness. The Panthers
won back-to-back 5th Region
Tournament titles.

“I'm most pleased with all
the teammates I’ve had and
the great coaching staff P've
been able to have for ell four
years of high school andtor
the fan base of E'town sup-
porting me through all the ups
and downs,” Franklin said.

Flizabethtown featured a
starting lineup with five. dou-
ble-figure scorers last season
and even when Franklin drew
:Eecial defensive attention,
the Panthers were able t¢ find
scoring options.

“It heiped a lot but it wasn’t
just about me scoring; we all
can play and if the attention is
all focused on me that’s what
I havei'eammates for, to-score
and win the game if I'm not
able to get thelnon ks that |
want,” he sajd.

He said he improved his
game ovei the last year with
his ballhandling ability and
shooting and said shooting
is something he continually
needs to work on,

He's not certain where he
will attend college and play
basketball. Fle will major in
business.

MATT TYSON,/The News-Enterprise
~ “There’s multiple schools After leading Elizabethtown to the state tournament, coach James

. 7.‘ L ‘f"- ; -—l_J ) k" i' ’t;.—" L -‘l‘ ‘ll
that are recrniting me and Pm Halre has been selected by area coaches as the Coach of ths Year

trying to find a home where I -

am most wanted and so I can '

majer in business,” he said.

“Whatever puts me in the : ' ’
best situation to help me be - ‘
successful at life is what I'm

looking for.”



Haire gets Panthers to

By CHUCK JONES
The News-Enterprise

T\he Elizabethtown Panthers
were dealt a major setback be-
fore the season even began
when Zane Najdawi moved to Virginia
during the offseason.

Instead of hitting the panic button,
Elizabethtown pushed forward with the
same high expectations, probably be-
cause those don’t change from one
year to the next under Coach James
Haire.

Players shifted into different roles,
namely senior Dominique Harding
stepé)ed in to fill the void left by

awi in the paint, and senior guards
N1c McDonald and Ja’Von Cotton ele-
vated their play. Senior Ryan Harris
and juniors Zach Patterson, Tristan
Johnson and Austin Freyberger saw
their roles expand as well.

Elizabethtown’s mentality of every-
one had to do more to make up for the
loss paid off as the Panthers enjoyed a
23-9 season against a challenging
schedule.

“We go in from last year and before
we even play a game Zane left,” Haire
said. “That was a big disappointment,
but everybody stepped up. I think we
had a very good year. They really
stepped up and accepted the chal-
lenge.”

For his efforts, Haire was selected
the Area Coach of the Year for the
third time in the last four years and the
eighth time overall. He trails only for-
mer North Hardin coach Ron Bevars,
who won the award 12 times, on the
boys’ side.

Haire garnered seven of the possible
10 first-place votes (coaches weren't al-
lowed to vote for themselves) and tal-
Hed 41 points. John Hardin’s Mark
Wells, who received two first-place
votes, finished second with 22 points.
North Hardin’s Mike Cofer (11 points)
and Central Hardin’s J.C. anht (10
points) each eamed a first-place vote.

BOYS’ AREA COACH OF THE YEAR.

step up' this seasﬁn

The four-member News-Enterprise’
sports staff and seven area coa.ches vot—
ed and voting was done on a 5-3-1 -
scale.

“I see how hard all the coaches in;
this area work and they get the best " °
out of their teams,” Haire said. “We .. [%
have great coaches in this area. What I
see them do, it amazes me, It’s almost
like I'm not deserving. It’s an honor.
It’s Coach of the Year, but it should be
the Team of the Year. The credit goes )
to them.” »

The Panthers came through the {
month of December with a 7-3 mark;
but they opened the New Year with a- -’
disappointing 73-61 loss at Taylor '
County.

“Taylor County was very well pr
pared for us,” Haire said. “Every time.:
we would call something, they would”
call it out, Just because you have
E’town across your chest doesn’t mgan'
you're automatically going to win: I
think they took it more seriously:aii
woke them up. They were more fo—
cused after that.” .

It showed in the results The
Panthers reeled off 10 consecutive
wins, inclnding an 88-50 thumping of::
Montgomery County in the Nathan .
McCurry Classic at John Hardin. -

“I think the weather threw us for'a-
loop,” Haire said. “After the win over ¢
Montgomery, we didn’t play for like a::
week. There was alot o uncertamty ’
We continued to play well, but that
threw us off.” i

After losing four of its ﬁna] six regui :
lar-season games, Elizabethtown::
bounced back to win the 17th-District. '
Tournament and then reached the Sth,
Region championship before fa.lhng to
Bardstown, 61-44. X

Despite coming up a win shy of ;
reaching the Sweet 16, Haire said he*
was proud of what this team accom: -

3 "Elizabethtown coacl'r James Halre shouts instrueﬂons during a game this season. |

J& Von-were semors‘andjve' -»famlhar was always the biggest to them. "I'hey

plished in his 19th season. with each othiér. They were hard to were competitors and they wanted to
“We were a perimeter team, but press‘and we had a 1ot of guyswhio- . win.” : Xl
Dominique gave us that inside pres- could shoot: I thought the biggest: thmg Chiuck Jones can be reached at 370-505-1759.

ence” Haire said. “Nic, Ryan and was our matunty level The néxt game or cjones@thenewsenterprise.com,

s o i b i 4 A A st R A Z .

All-Area Basketbafl 2014

“JILL PICKETT/The mmmmrrse




Panthers’ Halre sweeps the category

By MIKE MATHISON
The News-Enterprise -

When James Haire took

over the boys® baskethall

TO 25 years ago at
PEhzi"t?;?htow}h Highi School,
he sure didn’t think he’d still
be coaching, suit and tie and
all. - . .

“I remember people ask-
ing me that I told them I
would coach for a few years
and step out,” Haire said.
“There wasn’t ever a'thought
about doing it this long. I love
coaching basketball. I coached
foothall, baskethall and track
at the same time and I loved

*.doing that. It always amazed
me how long Coach {Ron)
Bevars did it.

“It’s a competition. Ata
school like E’town, you have
up and down years. I don’t
want anyope to misunder-
stand, but the years we don’t
win as much, I have a tremen-
dous appreciation for the guys
who gave the effort. They
wanted to win just like every-

dyelse and I want to win
_l ike everybody élse. You
ook at the effort they gave
and you can’t help but respect
_all of them., I respect every
team I’ve ever coached.

“In those lean years, I
thought I coactied a much -

better job then. I was trying
everyth.mg to get somethmg to
work. When 1you have bette
players, you’re still trymg
working hard, but the .
make yoyr joba htﬂe easier.”

The Panthers won the 5th -

Region Tournament March

10 for the first time since 2005

and were ranked in the top;
10 all seasox. For his efforts,

. Haire has been selected as the
Area Coach of the Year after a
27-3 campaign.

He swept the category with
all eight first-place votes and
40 points. Voting was done
on a 5-3-1 scale by the seven
area coa.ches and The News-
Enterprise spo
could not vote for themselves.

John Hardin’s Jared
McCurry, who won the award
the past two seasons, finished
second with 18 points and the

.. . other first‘place, vote,
* LaRue County’s Paul

.have been-something

Childress finished
third with 11 points.

“] think that (North:
Hardin’s) Mike Cofer
and (Central Hardin’s)
Matt Nickell did tre-
mendous jobs with
what they had and
developed their team,”
Haire said. “And_]a.red )
always does a great
job. We have some of
the best coaches there
are in the area, and I
really believe that:

“I'm very honored
by this. There are
many other coaches
who, easily deserved
this award,” - b
. Elizabethtown now
awaits the final word
of the Sweet 16, which
hasbeen on hold since
the girls’ tournament

was postponed March
12

© “I wish there was
a way they could
play,” Haire said. “
wauld love to see the
way this team would

have played against
Ashland. It would

to watch, It would
have been.a very

. entertaining game, If they’re
' gonna call it off — and they

haven’t made that decision
yet, P'm not sure how they can
doit. T hope, for the seniors,
they find a way to do it.

“We were only full strength
for (the first) four games.
Kain (Sherrard) got hurt and

niissed thé next 17 games and .

(Clay) Games went down for.
the season. For them to be
able to keeiv up the winning,
losing two key people, 1 rea]ly
thought that was amazing,”

The Panthers lost one se-
nior from a year ago and will
lose four this year in Myles
Fields, Matthew Pinkham,
Luke Fiepke and Denms
Bowen. ’

“The 2000 team (that won
the state championship) was

" sort of like that,” Haire mid .

of the voi-iﬂm-.on thie team.

“We had Chris Williams and
Nathan Sexton We've had

a few years like that, but we
didn’t have a team with four
sophomares like I had last
year. We had four or five ju-

. niors, but nathing like I have

now.”

Nine of the M players on
the roster are juniors with
six of the top seven scorers
— Jaquias Franklin, Camden
Williams, Khia Sherramd Kam

,Sher;ard, Alandre Murphy

and Jacob Moberly — retum-
ing next season.

Haire, a 1976
Elizabethiown graduate,
played for legendary coach
Ray Vencill, who passed away
last June.

- “Back then it was all white
coaches. I didn’t have one
black coach growing up,”

Haire said. “We
didn’t see color
when you saw
those coaches.
You saw guys who
" cared aboutus, -
who cared what
we wéze doing
all of those,coaches
taught me a will to
win. His influence
on me was mare
on the role I'in in
now. We had man:
talks. Something he
would tell me went
through me to help
fuel me and help
keep me going.
“When I grew
up, you did not
see a lot.of pro
sports on TV.
Elizabethtown
- High School was
whoTlooked at
as a pro team.
My brother plat-'
ed on that 72
team that was
{state) runner-up.
E'town players and
coaches were like
celebrities to me,
especially Coach -
Vencill. I talked
about him often to
our players. They
didn’t know him becanse
he did not have a chance to’
watch the team in person.
He wasn't able to come. He
would watch on TV and told
me things about this gronp,
the uniqueness about them

. before I could even realize it.

“He saw their defensive
intensity, especially last year. -
He saw their on-the-ball de-
fense and how they were able
to read off each other. They
were doing certain switches
without being told. They
would help backside and did
some things in games where
I went, “Wait, we haven't
worked on that yet” I don’t
coach much in the summer,

1 let the assistants coach and

I watch, and they were doing_
things last surnmer that said a
lot abont them as players and

“uled ,
-before Kentucky Col(mels

E teammates

games in I.ou:svxlle :

“I saw Dr. J (}uhus Emng) CF

p]z:y in person orie year ;
we got kicked out of

our dressing room by Wilt
Chamber}ain the next year; -
he was the coach of the San
Diego Conquistadors,” Haire.
said with a laugh. “So, I saw
Di, ] pay a house call and got”;
kicked out of'a dressing room -
by Wilt Chamiberlain. That’s
pretty good. He said, ‘Guys,
we got a game, you gotta, get
Ollf_”’ L. .
Haire said coachmg basket— -
ball had one distinct advan-
tage over football and track.

“Is a, controlled environ-
ment,” he said. “There are
cold nights in foothall and
cold nights in track and I'm
not a cold weather fan. It's
always been basketball for

me. I have agreatlove for « . "
football and Iliketrack. I won™ ~

a state championiship in track
in *96. I had aheckofatea.m :
It wasn't meat all. -

“Baskethall is a team sport, E
‘but it’s highly individualized.

The uniqueness of the locker -
room is great. When I played . .:
back in the *70s, I really can’t © A
remember a lot of things®™ =
about games, but that lacker
room was a special place. Thé
gaysI pla.yecsiP with I still see::
them today, gays like Ray
French. I lost a dear friend

in Pat Donnelly (who passed
away in January). We go back

" to the seventh grade together. -

.“When I see a teammate
of mine anywhere, we stop
and talk for a few'miniutes.
When we're playing in their
hometown and they know
we’re coming through to play
a game, I always see them at
the game. Time stands still
with that,

“It’s more like that in bas-
ketball because you have 10.”
to 15 players and we seem to *
be well connected for a]ong .
period of time.”

" Mike Mathison cau be read:ed

at 270-505-1758 or mmathison@
thenewsenterprise.com.



Ftown’s B

By CHUCK JONES

cjones@thenewsenterprise.com

ELIZABETHTOWN - When
Elizabethtown coach James Haire 'was
told he was named the Area Coach of
the Year, it seemed to catch the ceach
by surprise.

“That award could ge to any ceach
in the area,” Haire said. “Artie Braden,
Barry Cox, J.C. Wright ... it’s all about
what you do with the talent you have.
I think every coach in the area did that.
Look at what {Ron) Bevars did with a
young team. This is very surprising.”

Haire was named the Area Coach
of the Year by the seven area coaches
and the three-mermber News-Enierprise
sports staff for the thire time in the past
five years. Voting was based on a 5-3-1
scale with firstplace votes worth five
points.

Haire tallied 26 points,. including
five of a possible nine first-place votes.
Wright was second with 2@ points fol-
lowed by Braden with 16 and Cox
with 14.

The Panthers rolled o a 28-4
record, inclading winning the King of
the Bluegrass Holiday Classic and the

17th District Tournament. They fin-
ished second in the Marion County
Invitational and the Toyota Classic at
Scott County.

Elizabethtown was trying to be-
come the first team since North
Hardin to win back-to-back 5th
Region charapionships, but John
Hardin knocked them off in double
overtime.

Although the loss was a bitter end

to the season, Haire said he was proud

of what this team was able to accom-

plish.

“I think this award says a lot about

THE NEWSENTERPRISE  SPORTS

the people you coach,” Haire said. “I
never thought we’d win 28 games with
the schedule we played. But these kids
always believed they were going to
win, It's a credit to them.”

Haire said having a veteran team -
nine seniors — made his job easier, es-
pecially in terms of practices.

“They knew if I mentioned just one
word, they'd echo it and they’d know
what drill we were doing,” Haire said.
“They had been conditioned that they
knew me as well as any group I've
had. It was like having nine more as-
sistant coaches.”

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2006

aire selected as top coach for third time in five years

Speaking of assistant coaches, Haire
said the familiarity of the staff was an-
other reason for the team’s success.
Alex Todd and David Johnson have
been with Haire for seven years, while
Kyle Goodlett has spent two years on
the staff.

“They know what I expect and they
know what the school expects,” Haire
said. “David played at E’town so he
understands what it’s like. They do a
tremendous job and they don't often
get the credit they deserve.”

Chuck Jones can be reached at 769-1200,
Ext 292




By CHUCK JONES
‘The News-Enterprise

Flizabethtown coach James
Haire admitted he vsually
doesw’t like coaching All-Star
teams, but this isn’t just any
ordinary All-Star game.

Haire,w ho haso een
Elizabethtown’s boys’ coach:
for 20 years, 1. the head coach

for the Kentucky All-Stars

* after serving as an assistant

' the last two years. Kentucky
.-plays Indiana tonight at. .
“Transylvania University’s Beck
- Center and then Saturday at
~~'Bankers Life Fieldhouse in
Indianapolis.

- %It isan honor,” Haire said.

Haire coaching, Patterson playing in boys
game; Cleaver, Turner, Brewer on girls’ team

“They have a selection com-

.mittee and one thing L asked:

them is how they knew abouf
me, Honestly, the reason I did
it was to bring attention to bag~

“ketball in our area.”

Haire has built quite a re-
‘sume during hig tenure. He is

‘unly 18 wins shy of 400. He
“has 17 seasons with 200>r more
wins, including guiding the
Panthers o a 30-5 rark and
‘the 2000 state éha‘x‘gl;iionship,

Haire faces a difficult chal-

‘lenge as he must try to figure
‘outa way fo end Indiana’s-
-dorinance. Indiana, which

Jeads the all-ttme series 91-
42, has swept Kentueky six

‘yearsin.a row and haswon

Casmron Justice wor'tbe play--...

. in‘practice.

“fast. It's not complicated. We

20 of the past 21: Kentucky’s' -
last victory in the boys’ series -
camie in 2008, PR
it wasn't already amon- -
ymental task, Haire hasa’t ~ "
had his full roster for pructice
yet. Kentucky Mr. Basketball

itig in the series and Haire has -
only had sivor seven players

~ *T’s been challénging,” ...
Hlaire said. “We'Ve kept every
thing really simpls so when : - ..
we get our entite team, they

will be able-fo pick it up really

did that for a reason.”

- " Elizabthtown coach Jaimes Haire'gestires ditl
Turn to ALL-STAR, Bj .. N ' n]atf!ct Basketball Tournament s lOnShip“
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