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Double feature
Twin cheerleaders, Diddle put the spotlight on Western basketball

By SARA-LOIS KERRICK
Dally News Women's Editor

In the summer of 1944, Coach Ed
Diddie set upon one of his most
successful recruiting trips.

Heading (o Harlan, Diddle had
his eyes on Wallace '*Wah-Wah"
Jones, a basketball player with an
outstanding high school record. But
he decided to stop In London and
try to persuade two 16-year-olds,
both about 5 feet tall, to join his
program al Western Kentucky
State College.

Wah-Wah ended up going to the
University of Kentucky But Anna
Jo and Belly Jo Cook, who had
planned to go to UK, became he
first cheerleaders to gel athletic

scholarships to Western.

“Coach Diddle said, ‘I know
you're going to UK, but I would
love for you to come over and visit
me for a weekend and just be my
guests," ' Anna Jo Pickens
remembered

“We caught the spirit that first
week, We caught the charisma that
Bowling Green has thal makes
people want to stay here,”" added
her sister, Hetly Jo Gibson. “We
got back to London and couldn't
walt untll we came back to
school

Diddle may have missed out on
Wah-Wah, but he got a publicity
coup from the Cook twins, who
quickly became Weslern's favorite

THE COOK TWINS pose with thelr fellow cheerleaders, Buddy
Childress and Dorothy Taylor, in this photo (above) from the 1948
Tallsman, Western's yearbook. Anna Jo is on the left. In the studio at
WLBJ Radio (below), Anna Jo and Betty Jo perform for their
twice-weekly show. Thelr accompanist was Mayme Johnson, who

came to Western with the twins,
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cheerleaders. There's no doubt that
Diddle, a showman himself, knew
what he was doing; he had some
spare scholarships because players
were golng Into the mlilitary, and
he knew the twins would provide a
spark to his basketball program.

'"*They were terrific as
cheerleaders," sald Ted Hornback,
who was Diddle's assistant coach.
“... All the students and fans at
Weslern were crazy aboul them."

It's not fair to describe the twins
as cheerleaders; they were enter-
tainers. At the state high school
basketball tournament in 1944, the
twins were deluged with attention,
and Lexington and Louisville news-
papers glowed over their perfor-
mances

At Weslern, Lhe girls escorted
Diddle on his banquet talks and
performed song-and-dance routines
for the crowds. They had their own
twice-weekly radio show, and when
Western traveled to games in New
York and Indlanapolis, the Ltwins
performed for thousands of fans.

Today the Cook twins are
married to Western Kentucky
University administrators, and they
live within a few blocks of each
other on the eas! side of Bowling
Green. They faithfully attend
Weslern games, but they put aside
their enterlaining years ago. Men-
tion a cheer, though, and they both
chant in unison, “Get on board, liI’
chillum, we're going take you for a
ride and we're gonna holler for the
team that's on the solld stde.”*

“Get on board" was one of the
many cheers the twins wrote while
cheering for London High School.
Their team lost to Brooksville in
the first round of the state
tournament, but the twins got
Diddle's attention and acquired

-

4,000 fans.

The Courler-Journal reported that
Brooksville was probably the
tournament's most disliked team —
‘‘all because they eliminated
London high school and deprived
lourney fans of a chance to again
see Iwo of the cutest tricks that
ever turned handsprings In a State
meel, Belly Jo and Anna Jo Cook.""

Diddle waited a few months
before asking a London attorney, a
former Western football player, to
arrange a meeting. When the
lawyer told the girls Diddle wanted
to meet them at his office, “Being
Immature like we were, we sald,
‘Well, we are going to go to UK ...
Bult If our halr gets dry, we will be
up there,’ ' Mrs. Pickens sald.

Their hair dry, the girls met
Diddle, and when he asked them to
visit Bowling Green, "We said,
‘Can we bring our pianist,” ** Mrs.
Gibson said. "*And he said, ‘You
can bring your whole family if you
want to.""

What started out as a weekend
frip was extended to a week as
Diddle showed off the twins and
their accompanist, Mayme
Johnson, to Western. “They were
whisking us from one place to
another, to do this, lo do that, to
Glasgow, to Scottsville, to Russell-
ville, Mrs. Pickens sald. “We
loved It," her sister added.

“The chemistry clicked that
week we came over here,' Mrs.
Gibson said. “‘He liked us and we
liked him."

Because the young girls were
going so far from home, Diddle
became Lheir legal guardian.

The showman chauffered the
girls to their radio show and
performances. and, to Diddle's
delight, the twins would often sing

on the way. The trio was Western's
version of a recruiting office.

“Now they have recruiting de-
partments," Mrs. Pickens sald.
“But we helped recrull for them.
Us, with Coach, that was the No. 1
recruiting department for them."

After his death, Diddle became a
legend at Western, but the twins
remember him as a kind, fatherly
man. “He was hard on the boys,
but he was tender to us," Mrs.
Pickens said. At first, the girls had
to get Diddle's OK on each boy
they dated, but that ended,
especlally since the twins usually
dated athletes, all of whom Diddle
knew.

The twins also remember the
night they accompanied Diddle to a
high school banquet In Dawson
Springs. During the banquet, some-
one cut the car's tires, and the trio
drove on the rims to Hopkinsville,
where Diddle stopped to call the
girls' housemother and tell her
they'd be late. They reached
Bowling Green at about 4 a.m.

“We sang the whole way and
giggled,"* Mrs. Pickens sald.
“Coach had a big time with us that
night. But he didn't like it because
that happened. He called them (the
Dawson Springs officlals) up the
next day and they sent him the
money for four new tires."

Diddle was also responsible for
the girls' most exciting perfor-
mance, a halftime show at Madison
Square Garden during a winter
road trip in 1944. Diddle knew Ned
Irish, the manager of the Garden,
and arranged for the girls to
perform.

... When they introduced us,
they may have clapped a little, but
after we had our first song they
ralsed the rafters there, too," Mrs.
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Pickens sald. “‘After every one it
was the same. We were supposed to
do three songs, but we did six or
seven."

Hornback sald, “Of course, we
were all concerned about how they
would do — a couple of country
girls, you might say, going to the
big city. When the time came for
them to perform, they rolled the
plano out on the floor .. and they
were a riot. We played before
18,500 people and, boy, they gave a
big hand."

Although It was a large crowd at
Madison Square Garden, the twins
were at home on the stage. In high
school they had won a contest at
Renfro Valley that resulted in a
request to perform again at the
show., However, John Lair, owner
of Renfro Valley, made the request
during a basketball tournament.

“We said we can't. We have got
to cheerlead; our team's getting
ready to play,” Mrs. Pickens said,
‘“He sald, 'Would you rather
cheerlead than sing?" We pondered
it. We looked up at him and said,
‘We would rather cheerlead.’ "

Another chance for show business
came when the twins were seniors
at Western, A Hollywood scout who
had visited their girls earller
returned right before graduation. It
was love, not basketball, that stood
in the way this time.

“I had to make a choice there, 1
thought," Mrs. Gibson said. *Dee
and I were planning to get married.
... There's something in Anna and
me both that Is home-oriented; we
are family-oriented, old-fashioned
girls.

*I don't know whether we would
have gone further or not in show
business, but I think that I can
speak for both of us when I say
that we haven't been sorry about
the road we took."

Mrs. Pickens, however, said she
would have liked to have tried
Hollywood, but she went along with
what made * her sister happy.
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other on the east side of Bowling
Green. They faithfully attend
Western games, but they put aslde
their entertaining years ago. Men-
tion a cheer, though, and they both
chant in unison, *Get on board, Il'
chillum, we're going take you for a
ride and we're gonna holler for the
team that's on the solid side."

“Gel on board" was one of the
many cheers the twins wrote while
cheering for London High School.
Their team lost to Brooksville in
the first round of the state
tournament, but the twins got
Diddle’s attention and acquired

front of Western Kentucky University's E.A. Diddle
named for the basketball coach who

Arena,

whisking us from one place to
another, to do this, to do that, to
Glasgow, to Scottsville, to Russell-
ville," Mrs. Pickens sald. “We
loved it,"" her sister added.

“The chemistry clicked that
week we came over here,” Mrs.
Gibson said. *‘He liked us and we
liked him."

Because the young girls were
going so far from home, Diddle
became their legal guardian.

The showman chauffered the
girls to their radio show and
performances, and, to Diddle's
delight, the twins would oiten sing

the twins.
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that happened. He called them (the
Dawson Springs officials) up the
next day and they sent him the
money for four new tires."”

Diddle was also responsible for
the girls' most exclting perfor-
mance, a halftime show at Madison
Square Garden during a winter
road trip in 1944. Diddle knew Ned
Irish, the manager of the Garden,
and arranged for the girls to
perform.

... When they introduced us,
they may have clapped a little, but
after we had our first song they
raised the rafters there, too,” Mrs.

(Staft Photo by Mark Workman)
ANNA JO PICKENS and Betty Jo Glbson stand in recruited them as cheerleaders. Diddle made history

In 1944 by glving four-year athletic scholarships to

at Western. A Hollywood scout who
had visited their girls earlier
returned right belfore graduation, It
was love, not basketball, that stood
in the way this time.

“1 had to make a choice there, 1
thought,” Mrs. Gibson said. “Dee
and I were planning to get married.
... There's something in Anna and
me both that is home-oriented; we
are family-oriented, old-fashioned
girls.

“I don't know whether we would
have gone further or not in show
business, but I think that I can
speak for both of us when I say
that we haven't been sorry about
the road we took."

Mrs. Pickens, however, said she
would have liked to have tried
Hollywood, but she went along with
what made * her sister happy.
Having a sister made it a much
harder decision for Mrs. Gibson. “1
knew she was helpless because we
had to be a twin act,” she said.

They're happy with their lives,
the women say, and devoted to
their church and famillies. Mrs,
Gibson's husband, Dee, was a
basketball standout at Western and
is now director of community
affairs and special events. They
have two children.

Mrs. Pickens is married to Jim
Pickens, a former football player
who is now recreational activities
director. They have one son.

For years, the women have put
cheerleading on the shelf, but they
haven't forgotten what it was like
to hear the crowd's roar and thrill
to the applause. Even today, the
theme to their radio show, almost
40 years old, comes to life as they
jump to their feet, snap their
fingers and sing, “Hello, hello,
hello. We're here to dig some jive
for you and take you down to
Dreamland, too..."
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Anna Jo Cook Pickens s

Body of missing boater in Kentucky found
STANFQRD, Ky. (AP) — Search crews have found th..

Story Print Font Size:

Posted: Monday, November 5, 2012
11:32am —

24 hope to be WKU's Homecoming queen
Twenty-four students are candidates for 2014 hemeco...

Anna Jo Cook Pickens, 85,

11 men sentenced in international child po...
WASHINGTON {AP) — Eleven men from across the ¢..

formerly of Bowling Green,

passed away Saturday, Nov. 3,
2012, in Cwensboro, Ky, The -
Sturgeon Creek, Ky, native was

the daughter of the late S.M.

Cook and Pearl Lynch Cool. Billy Graham: Nature cannot teach you eve...
QUESTION: | think | can feel God’s presence just as...

Dear Abby: Bride's best friend hesitates to..
DEAR ABBY: My best friend is getting married. She le

She was a loving wife and

mother and a friend to all.

Along with her twin sister Betty Jo, she
achieved fame in the late 193205 and early

'40s as a song and dance duo known as the
Cook Twins, They, along with pianc plaver
Mayme Johnson, were regulars at the
prestigious Renfro Valley Barn Dance and
many other venues in southeastern

Kentucky during that era.

After graduating from London High School
at age 16, the twins received full athletic
schoelarships as cheerleaders to Western
Kentucky State Teachers College. On
Christmas night in 1944, the Cook Twins
performed hetweaen games of a college
basketball doubleheader at New York's
Madison Square Garden before 18,000 fans
and received six encores — a feat noted by
The New York Times.

http://www.bgdailynews.com/obituaries/anna-jo-cook-pickens/article_c7d19a84-276e-11... 10/30/2014
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% The Cook Twins had their own radio show
in Bowling Green and toured extensively in
the region under the watchful eye of
legendary Hilltopper baskethall coach Ed
Diddle, their legal guardian at the time. The
dup passed up an opportunity to travel to
Hollywood for a motion picture screen test,
choosing instead to be married and begin

family life.

Anna Jo graduated as an honor student from
Western Kentucky State College in 1948

with a degree in English. She later taught
junior high school for eight years in
Elizabethtown and Danville before becoming
a housewife upen the family’'s move to
Bowling Green in 1959,

She was a devout Christian lady who taught
Sunday school and vacation Bible school for
more than 20 years while also being
extensively involved in volunteer work for

many vears.

Survivors include a son; Jim Pickens Jr. of Owengboro, Ky.; two granddaughters, Katie
Pickens, Elizabeth Pickens and their mother, Anne Lindgay Pickens, all of Owensboro,
Ky.; a great—grandsen; Lincoeln James Pickens of Owensboro, Ky.i a twin sister, Betty Jo
Gibson of Louisville, Ky.i several nieces and nephews, Dru Habermel and her husband,
Fred, of Crestwood, Ky., Greg Gibson and his wile, Susan, of Bowling Green, Ted Cook
and his wife, Debbie, of London, Kv., Gene Cool; and his wife, Martha, of Murray, Ky.,
Denny Cook and his wife, Janice, of London, Ky., and Connie Coolt Johnson and her
husband, Glen, of London, Ky. She was preceded in death by her husband, Jim Pickens
Sr.; two brothers; Eugene Cook and Benny Coolk; a nephew, David Cool; sisters—in-law

Rosetta Coolk and Jackie Cook; and a brother—in-law, Dee Gibson.

Vigitation will be held today from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at J.C. Kirby & Son Lovers Lane Chapel
and Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Funeral will be held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at the

funeral home. Burial is at Fairview Cemetery No, 2. Donations may take the form of

contribution to the American Diabetes Association. Arrangements have been entrusted to CALENDAR
J.C. Kirby & Son Lovers Lane Chapel. o
[ October 2014 J
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Pickens, Anna Jo Cook

Updated: Mon 1:21 PM, Nov 05, 2012

Funeral Home: J.C. Kirby and Son Funeral Home, Lovers Lane Chapel

Anna Jo Cook Pickens, 85, formerly of Bowling Green, passed away Saturday, Nov. 3, 2012, in Owensboro,
Ky. The Sturgeon Creek, Ky., native was the daughter of the late S.M. Cook and Pearl Lynch Cook.

She was a loving wife and mother and a friend to all.

Along with her twin sister Betty Jo, she achieved fame in the late 1930s and early '40s as a song and dance
duo known as the Cook Twins. They, along with piano player Mayme Johnson, were regulars at the
prestigious Renfro Valley Barn Dance and many other venues in southeastern Kentucky during that era.

After graduating from London High School at age 16, the twins received full athletic scholarships as
cheerleaders to Western Kentucky State Teachers College. On Christmas night in 1944, the Cook Twins
performed between games of a college basketball doubleheader at New York’s Madison Square Garden
before 18,000 fans and received six encores — a feat noted by The New York Times.

The Cook Twins had their own radio show in Bowling Green and toured extensively in the region under the
watchful eye of legendary Hilltopper basketball coach Ed Diddle, their legal guardian at the time. The duo
passed up an opportunity to travel to Hollywood for a motion picture screen test, choosing instead to be
married and begin family life.

Anna Jo graduated as an honor student from Western Kentucky State College in 1948 with a degree in
English. She later taught junior high school for eight years in Elizabethtown and Danville before becoming a
housewife upon the family’s move to Bowling Green in 1959.

She was a devout Christian lady who taught Sunday school and vacation Bible school for more than 20
years while also being extensively involved in volunteer work for many years.

Survivors include a son; Jim Pickens Jr. of Owensboro, Ky.; two granddaughters, Katie Pickens, Elizabeth
Pickens and their mother, Anne Lindsay Pickens, all of Owensboro, Ky.; a great-grandson; Lincoln James
Pickens of Owensboro, Ky.; a twin sister, Betty Jo Gibson of Louisville, Ky.; several nieces and nephews,
Dru Habermel and her husband, Fred, of Crestwood, Ky., Greg Gibson and his wife, Susan, of Bowling
Green, Ted Cook and his wife, Debbie, of London, Ky., Gene Cook and his wife, Martha, of Murray, Ky.,
Denny Cook and his wife, Janice, of London, Ky., and Connie Cook Johnson and her husband, Glen, of
London, Ky. She was preceded in death by her husband, Jim Pickens Sr.; two brothers; Eugene Cook and
Benny Cook; a nephew, David Cook; sisters-in-law Rosetta Cook and Jackie Cook; and a brother-in-law,
Dee Gibson.



Visitation will be held today from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at J.C. Kirby & Son Lovers Lane Chapel and Tuesday from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Funeral will be held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral home. Burial is at Fairview
Cemetery No. 2. Donations may take the form of contribution to the American Diabetes Association.
Arrangements have been entrusted to J.C. Kirby & Son Lovers Lane Chapel.
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Anna Jo Cook Pickens and Betty Jo Cook Gibson were twin
cheerleaders at WKU in the 1940’s.

Anna Jo and Betty Jo Cook were born in Sturgeon Creek,
KY on August 30, 1927 to Sherman & Pearl (Lynch) Cook.
The family moved several times while the girls were
growing up. They lived in Berea and Richmond before
finally settling in London, KY where the girls attended
high school. E.A. Diddle recruited the twins to attend WKU
and be cheerleaders.
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