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SAM HARP — Head Football Coach Danville High School

" OVERALL CAREER (Danville, Anderson, Calloway)
309 wins — 98 losses 407 Total games 76 % winning percentage (31 years)
Playoft record- 79 wins — 19 losses 81% winning percentage
6" on Kentucky’s All Time Winning List—3" on Kentucky’s Active Coaches Winning List

CAREER AT DANVILLE
259 Wins — 58 Loses 82% winning percentage
7 State Championships — 1989, 1991, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2001 & 2003
Tied for 3™ in Kentucky History for most State Championship Appearances (10)
Third in Kentucky History for most State Champlonshlps won (7)
3 S tate Rm;ncr—ups — 1998, 2004 & 2006

Kentucky’s 3 longest winning streak in history — 42 (1991-1993)

16 Regional Championships 19 District Championships

Best career won-loss record in school history since 1924

COACHING HONORS
Kentucky Coach of the Year (Coaches Poll) 1986 & 1993 -
Associated Press Coach of the Year — 1993
Head Coach Kentucky All-Stars - 1991
- Class AA Kentucky Coach of the Year — 1986, 1988, 1992, 1993 & 1994
Toyota Kentucky Coach of the Year — 1992 & 1994
National Federation Coach of the Year for Kentucky — 1994 (KY, PA, D.C., WVA, OH, MD)
Western Kentucky Conference Coach of the Year — 1981 & 1982
Advocate Messenger Football Coach of the Year — 1989 & 1995
Top 10 Kentucky Sportsman of the Year — 1992 & 2003 (Lexington Herald Leader)
Mid-State Conference Coach of the Year — 2001
District Coach of the Year — 2001, 2002, 2006, 2007 & 2010
NHSACA Tinalist {1of 8) for National High School Coach of the Year - 2003
Finalist for Kentucky Athletic Director of the Year — 2005
NHSACA Region 3 Coach of the Year— 2003 & 2008 (NC, SC, KY, TN, GA, FL, AL)

PROFESSIONAL
Founding Father & past President of the Kentucky Football Coaches Association —1994 & 1995
President of the Kentucky High School Coaches Association — 1995-1996
Executive Committee of the Kentucky High School Coaches Association — 1993-1996
Football Advisory Committee Member to the KHSAA — 1995-2011
Inducted into Franklin County High School Class of 2000 Hall of Fame
Inducted into Danville High School Class of 2006 Athletic Hall of Fame




ACHIEVEMENTS OF COACH SAM HARP

In addition to the outstanding achievements of Coach Sam Harp, he is also a
devoted family man and a fine dedicated teacher and athletic director. Here
are three examples of those personal situations.

At the wedding of his daughter Kila, his four year old granddaughter was
the flower girl. Coach Harp, dressed in his tuxedo, was ready to escort Kila
down the aisle. At the last minute, the little flower girf refused to walk ahead
of the bride. Afier a few minutes of coaxing and pleading, Sam picked his
granddaughter up in his arms and walked her down the aisle, spreading the
rose petals hirnself as the congregation smiled and clapped. 1t is a tender
memory that friends and fans of Coach Harp will never forget.

As a teacher, he exhibited dedication to the students of Danville High
School. One year he was assigned to teach two classes in addition to his
responsibilities as the school’s athletic director. Even with the heavy load
he was already carrying, he asked the administration to assign him another

ents
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Dear Selection Committee: july 12, 2011

" In the 23 years that | have known Sam Harp, thére have been hundreds of moments during my
association with this outstanding football coach, tremendous person, and true personal friend that
reflect the character and integrity of this man we call “Coach Harp”. ‘The stories of the ups and downs
of coaching and working in the school business would fill a book. But, one particutar moment that |
shared with Coach Sam Harp is particularly memorable. It has become more profound as time passes
and 1 think illustrates the fiber of the man and what he stands for.

It started as a simple conversation with Sam while supervising the lobby of Danville High School. He
had recently won his first state championship as the coach of the Danville Admirals. On that January
afternoon the hype of the championship had begun to settle, allowing time for reflection. { posed the
guestion, “So, what’s next, Sam? What do you do now that you have won the state championship and
have achieved what every ceach lives and dies to do?” 1 fully expected him to say that he would like to
coach in Danville for another couple of years, perhaps win another championship and then move onto a
bigger school or perhaps coach at the college level. | honestly felt that with his ability and the quickness
with which he attained such a high level of success, he would be gone in a season or two and | would be
looking for a new head coach.

What he said was both astounding and gratifying. “l would like to build a program here and win a
second championship, then a third, and a fourth, and just keep building on success after success. It's
easier to get to the top than to stay on top: On top, everyone is gunning for you. I'd like to build our
program to stay on top even when everyone is gunning for us.” He told me that day that he was not
done here and that he may never fully get finished building here.- It was not about building his resume
or establishing an awesome winning record as a coach. It was about building a program, about
developing kids {some with talent and some with less) into players and a team that would be a title
contender year after year.

Some peopie think that Danville just reloads every year. Others say that anyone could win in Danville.
There are years that it might look like anyone could coach the team to at least a .500 season. But, none
of this is true. In my 22 years as an administrator in the Danville Schools, I can think of only 4 Division |
players in our program. Practically every team we played has had more. We have had a lot of good
players, hard working and committed to winning when they walked onto the field. We have enjoyed
that success year in and year out (even taken it for granted) because these players have been cultivated
through a well conceived, finely tuned “program” that has developed them as people as well as
students, players, and athletes to become contenders for a state championship each year. Sam Harp
has done what he said he wanted to do. He has continued to operate a program that wins, builds on
success, and remains on top even when everyone else in gunning for him — and has done so with the
integrity and character of a champion. | respectfully request that he be selected to the Kentucky High
School Athletic Association Hall of Fame.

Bob Rowland 6’4’ %WM

Retired Superintendent of the Danville Schools




Dawa hares/KSHAA

* Hall of Fame

Selection Committee

Kentucky High Schooi Athletic Association
2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Dear Selection Committee Members,

I consider it an honor to be selected to write a letter of support for Sam Harp to enter the
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Three hundred wins coming this past 2010 football seasan is an outstanding achievement and
milestone for Coach Sam Harp, assistant coaches, and many years of football players. It is truly
remarkable that Sam’s longevity of success of a winning footbali coach has placed him in the annuls of
high-school foothall history in the state of Kentucky. '

~ Samis a shining Ii'ght/ambassador/iéon for the football program, the athletic program, Danville
High School and the community of Danville. ! sincerely hope Sam will continue to coach for many years
to come. Yes, the winning tradition is great, but also important are the values his players learn from the
coach to benefit their lives. Players before, now and in the future will leave high school ready for
whatever their goals in life due partly to participation in the football program.

Coach Harp’s reasons for success are simply stated as he is the ”total package” and has all the
qualities needed for success as a football coach. These are the essence for success for any coach:

« Dedication and commitment to the players and the love of the game.

The work ethic is incredible in relation to time in and out of season with the
students. Great knowledge of the game is evident in the weekly game plan and his
ongoing desire to be a student of the game to improve himself.

sam and | attended the Kentucky High School Athletic Association canvention
yearly. After daily attendance of all athletic director workshops and training, Sam would
spend most of his free time talking X’s and O’s with other football coaches from all over
the state.




- m - Adaptability/ player personnel decisions.

Sam has developed great skills in regard to using the best systems for the talent pool of
players on any given year. His placement of players in the total team concept is outstanding.
He also is superh making game adjustments that gives him an edge in the competition.

Coach Harp initiated the Danville Youth Football program for younger students to
promote foothall participation and skills development for the student athletes.

In 1988, when Sam arrived in Danville, 1 invited him out to lunch his first week here. |
welcomed him to Danville and extended a hand of friendship between us and the Kentucky
School for the Deaf and Danville athletic programs. Previous coach Tom Duffy was a true
friend of KSD, and | hoped that Sam Harp would be also. Coach Harp was just super in
cooperation and maintaining a good relationship between the schools. We contacted each
~ other often and had a good professional refationship that benefited both schools.

In his first season we talked often about both football programs. Sam’s transition to his
new defense from the prior coach was most difficult, which is usually the case when the
team is vested in a system.

Midway through the season, Harp adapted to the chalienge by using some of the former
defensive sets along with the new systems. The team had immediate success after the :
decision was made. Total acceptance occurred and from that point on, history of the
program speaks for itself. |

.= Unselfish leader.

Harp leads by example and follows the Golden Rule with interpersonal relationships
with all persons connected to the program. The assistant coaches at Danville are valued and
are delegated responsibilities as part of the total program. This goes for all other folks
connected to the program. Harp has affected the quality participation of many football
players across the state by being actively involved with the Kentucky Football Coaches
Association. Sam served a term as the president of the organization.

In 1993 the Kentucky Coaches education program began. Harp was exempt from the
requirement, but he chose to take the class because he knew all of the DHS coaches would
take it and he did not want to require them to do so if he did not take it himself. 1t really
made me nervous as the teacher to have him and Gary Reynolds in the very first class, for |
thought they were more qualified to teach the class than | was. The day was most successful
and a learning experience for all of us.




For the next 10 years Harp volunteered and came to almost all of the classes taught in
Danville. He presénted a six-page handout of how to be a successful coach and spoke for
about 30 minutes to coaches from all sports programs. The after-class survey showed he
was the most appreciated speaker who talked to about 1,000 coaches from hundreds of
schools. i

= Humility.

Harp is a humble person who does not seek attention for himself and prefers to always
recognize his student athletes.

In 2008 the Danville Board of Education and superintendent decided to honor Harp by
naming the Danville athletic total areas the Sam Harp Athletic Complex. The honor was
presented to Harp in a full stadium prior to a home football game. He gave the shortest
acceptance speech in history and immediately returned to be with his players. '

Also, we always attended the KHSAA annual meeting together in Lexington. Several
years back the hot issue of public and private schools was discussed and voted an. Prior to
the meeting two TV stations asked Sam for an interview after the meeting. Due to the
discussion the meeting was long, and upon departure Sam declined to be interviewed for he
wanted to get back to the schoo! to be with the players. | will never forget his polite '
declining of interviews and our quick departure and our return to Danville.

= Good person,

Harp has all those qualities and values that make him effective working with young -
people. He truly cares for all members of the team. He promotes academics for athletes by
setting a high standard, checking grades weekly all year and providing tutors and stud\j hall
if needed. Helping students in need, encouraging improved performance, never playing a
player if conduct does not merit it and demanding best effort. Seven state championships
and a top winner of games in the state indicates that something wonderful is happening in
the Danville football program.

In our world today, there are many negative sports stories in the media from high
school, college and professional sports. Although Harp does not want the attention, this
man and his accomplishments are a positive story that needs to be shared. Young students-
athletes can emulate this man and move forward and upward in their lives.




Your consideration of Sam Harp for the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of fame is truly appreciated.

' . Sincerely, \_
CC: Julian Tackett ‘ Paul Smiley (()}-ﬁ . ]g %\%
KHSAA | Assistant Principal/ Athletic Dir_ector ! .

Commissioner Kentucky Schoaol for the Deaf (Retired)
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By LARRY VAUGHT

larry@amnews.com

Danville coach Sam Harp
has a lot of memories about
his coaching career and the
299 wins he already has.

Question: What do you
remember about your first
win? - '

Harp: “We (Calloway
County} beat McClean
County 14-8, We almost
gave that away toward the -
end. I remember that quite
well. I still have the game
ball from it”

Question: What still
stands out as your most
meaningful or memorable
win? -

Harp: “There is not any
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Harp:

got the monkey off my back.

I came in 1988 and lost my ¢

first three games to-Bryan
Station in a mud game

where it poured and they .

picked up fumble to run in
for touchdown, got to go to
St. Xavier at Manual Stadi-
um and had them beat and

- lost 12-8 or 12-7, and then
‘went to Lincoln {County)
and they had one of their

better teams in school his-
tory and lost 21-0.

“I told coaches we would
meet at 6 o'clock the next
day unless I had been fired.
I felt the. heat. Before I got
home after the Lincoln
County game there were ‘for
sale’ signs stuck in my yard.
I removed them and there

“were more in the morming,

People were not happy.

“We took on Somerset the
next.week, and they were
ranked No. 1 in all classes
in Kentucky. We junked the
defense we had, and that
helpedalot. .

“I remember Somer-

" set coach John Cain on the

other side, and they were
warming up against our old
defense. He just stood and
shook his head when the
game started. We wound up
beating them 31-8 and that
was a huge win in getting
momentum changed for our
program.

“We wound up 8-5 and
got beat in the state semifi-

" nals by Somerset 23-9. But

winning against Somerset
was huge. The wother state
championship wins were

- pretty special, too.”

Question; What is your
most heartbreaking loss?

“10ere 1S Not any ;
-one particular one. I think
winning the state in 1989
was pretty huge. It kind of ;

Sam Harp, left, already has won seven state footbail championships and needs only one more win to reach 300. However, he credits his wife,

Karen, for a huge part of his overall success for the sacrmces she’s made to help his career,

T will never forget: We had
nine illegal procedure pén-
alties called and could only
find one. We were so quick
and fast off the ball that the

game officials were not used

toit.

“When (son) Chase was a
senior we were playing Lex-
ington Catholic on our field
and outplayed them most
of the game. They threw a
“Hail Mary” with seconds
left and beat us.

“T think of the 1998 cham-
pionship game in Louisville
where we lost to Caldwell
County. We were up two
touchdowns at the half and
should have won. The other
one was Newport (Central)
Catholic in 2006 in the state
final. We up 34-17 and lost.
‘That was tough to swallow.

" “Those losses hurt
because they were the last
game of the season and you
have to go all winter, spring
and summer until you got to
start practice again and try
to erase that memory.

Question: What has

been the best comeback

win your have had?

Harp: “Probably when
we played Bardstown on our
field and went on to win the
state championship in 2000,

“I remember being down
16 paoints heading into the
fourth quarter. We just threw

caution to the wind and

“On paper, they were bet-
ter than us. We had some
players that could have
started for them, but they
were just better overall, We
found what worked with
jeremy and Adam, and they

‘couldn’t stop them, That was

probably my most memo-

. rable comeback and ‘prob-{

ably a win I am as proud of
as any win I've ever had”

Question: What do you
remember most about
your seven state champi-
onship teams? '

Harp: They are all special
in their own way. Kids are
different. Sometimes you

. get closer to some kids on

some teamns than others just
because you know the bat-
tles they fought to get there,
“I think every team is
special. That really goes
for every team you coach,
whether it is one that wins
a state title or not. If you
*coach, I think every team
becomes special and pro-

. duces its own 11'1811101'188

. Question: What cﬂaches

"have you enjoyed compet-
ing against the most during

your career?

Harp: “I think Joe Morris
at Mayfield jumps out at me,
The demographics of May-
field and Danville as far as
independent school districts

‘are similar. I had known
-him for a long time since I

-against them. They try to

beat you, but when it is, over
vou shake hands and say I
will help you any way I can”

Question: What role has
your wife played in your
coaching success and lon-
gevity?

Harp: “Karen has had to
make lot of sacrifices in my
coaching career. She has
meant everything. She has

"been. the backbone of our
.household. If a coach has

a wife at home that can’t
make sacrifices, then he will
not be a good coach and will
not be happy.

“The wives are so many
times overlooked, but they
play a significant role. They
hold the family together,
take care of the kids, cook,
clean. You do not hardly see
them during football season.
We see very little of each
other from July through
December. .

“If she did not have a
strong backbone and will-
ingness to sacrifice, then I
would not be in this position
still, oxr I would be divorced.

“Also, moving from town
. to town and not knowing if

she can get a job or where
it will be is hard. If you are

- coaching, you will not be a

millionaire, 'so both spouses
have to work. She always
had to take what she could
get job-wise, but she always

Clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com

was going to be a freshman
when we came to Danville,
The hardest thing to do is
move your family when kids
are in middle school. That
kills them. -

“My daughter did not
want to come out ‘of our
house for three months. She
hated leaving her friends...
Chris came in as freshman,
and he had established him--
self at Anderson and had to
start over.

“My youngest son,
Chase, didn’t care. He was
just in the third grade. He
just wanted a good football
team, and that’s all he saw
was how would the. team
be. It was good opportunity
for him, or that’s what he
thought”

Question: But what
made you want to come to
Danvilie?

Harp: “I turned down this
job three times in the pro-
cess, not because I wasn't
elated or excited about Dan
ville football. It was just very
difficult to move after having
moved three years prior to
that. T had to sel! my home
and all that to start over.

“People do not see have
to selling your house, your
wife having to find a job or
your kids changing schools
when they think about a
coaching change. Danville
superintendent fay Min-
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Harp: “In 1993 we had
a 42-game winning streak
going and played Préstons-
burg at home in the playoffs
and had three touchdowns
called back. We were knock-
ing on the door in double-

overtime to score. We got

stopped when quarterback
Colin Rogers was tackled
inches short of the goal line
and lost 16-15.

“I watehed Prestonsburg
play in Louisville against
Mayfield in the state cham-

pionship and was thinking

we dominated Prestonsburg
and should have been there,

Lauuull W me wind and
started flinging it. They were
playing man-to-man in the
secondary, and we found
something and started to
click. They made mistakes,
and we capitalized on it.

“Jeremy Vaught had
one of his biggest games
he had here geiting open
and catching the ball in the
fourth quarter to save our
season. Quarterback Adam
Schott was sensational. I
think coming from behind
and beating them, becatse
they were very good football
team, was one of my best
wins ever. -

I
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- him for a long time since 1
‘'was coaching at Calloway

when (his father) Jack Mor-
ris was coaching; .

“They are very good
coaches and they are highly
respected throughout the
state, but especially in west-
ern Kentucky. I just know

how huge Mayfield football

has been, and I see Danville
alotlike that.

“The rivalry we had with.

each other was good and

bealthy. I know the years

we haven't made it to the
state final, I helped them
all I could and they did vise
versa. It was fun competing

get job-wise, but she always
was willing to sacrifice for
me.” .

Question: How hard or
easy was it for you to leave
Anderson County to come
to Danville, and do you
ever think about how dif-
ferent your career might
have been if you had not
made the move?

Harp: “I haven't thought
about it too much. It would
have been. different for me

.and my kids. You never

know where‘_life will take
you sometimes. Fortunately
we have been blessed.

ww w.va g..h isviews.co

~ “My oldest son, Chris,.

e v e it w et ArNALA Y AL
superintendent Jay Min-
neban cdme to see me after
I interviewed. We negoti-
ated, Him and Jane Sellers,
the chairman of the school
board at that time, drove to
Lawrenceburg and met me
and Karen at Pizza Hut,

“Quite honestly, it was
Jane Sellers that sold it to my
wife. I still wanted to think
about it, and I did. We talked
after they left and decided
it was the best thing for us.
Or at least I think we decid-
ed. Maybe it was just Karen
because when Jane left, she
was ready for me to make
the move”
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By I.ARRY VAUGHT

la_rry@amnews.com

Mark. Scenters is amazed that.
any high school football coach

.can win 300 games as Danville’s

Sam Harp will do when his

. Admirals win their ﬁrst game this

season.

“When you look at his record
and he has won over 75 percent
of his games, that is just amaz-
ing. Then when you think about
reaching 300 wins, that puts in
even a different category. It's just
amazing,” said Scenteérs, the head
coach at Garrard County.

However, Scentersisimpressed
by more than just Harp’s wins
and seven state championships.

“The thing I respect most
about coach Harp is how he has
treated me each time we have
crossed paths. When I was still
an assistant coach at Madison
Central and played Danville in
the Bob Allen Pigskin Classic, |
messed up pretty bad,” Scenters
said.

“1 was responsible for all the.
game film and trade film, copying
and dubbing, et cetera at Central.
We had a particularly late night
the night before I was to trade



Clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com

Danville coach Sam Harp, left, always looks for his parerits, Rosemary and Kenneth Harp, as s0on as the game ends. They both plan to be present when Harp's
next wm gives him No. 360. "We will be there unless | break a ieg or something. We don't like to miss unless it is so far that we can’t make it. If do miss, it sort of eats

at us,” Rosemary Harp said.

To those who have known Sam
Harp for years — and still call him
Sammy, not Sam — there’s noth-
ing sm'pnsmg about his upcoming
historical win.

“I'was a teammate of his in col-
lege. We both were freshmer at

"Morehead State University baclkin
1972 playing on the baseball team.
Even as an 18-year-old young
man, Saminy exhibited traits of a
true gentleman and sports legend.
Sammy could have started on
both the baseball team as well as
the football team,” Daniel Gadlage
of Louisville said.

“I have followed Sam's career
for some years now, and have
been proud to say I knew him
when. ... Hes truly a class act. He
has more knowledge and class
than any other coach I have had
the pleasure to have known.”

He's also set to become only’
sixth high school foothall coach in
Kentucky ever to win 300 gammes.
Most though it would come last |

" year, but Harp suffered his first

losing season since coming to

Danville in 1988, However, he

comes into the 2010 season, whch
opens Friday with his Admirals
hosting Mason County, with
a299-94 record in 30 seasons

at Calloway County, Anderson

County and Danville. -

“He will probably be stoic and
try not make a big deal out of it,
but the rest of us will when he gets
the win," said his mother, Rose-

Larry Vaught
Sports Editor
- lanry@amnews.com

knew he would be good teacher
and coach. Heloved sports, too.
So it's not a great surprise to me
that he not only became a coach
but that he became so successful”

And has he been successful.

He's won seven state cham-
pionships — 1989, 1991, 1992,
1994, 2000, 2001 and 2003 - and
had three more teams — 1998,
2003 and 2004 — lose in the state
title game. His Adinirals had a 42-
game win streak, the state’s third-
longest streak. He's been the
state coach of the year and the
National Federation of Coaches
Association coach of the year.

Yet there is more than just
wins when it comes to defining
Harp's career. My son played for
him and was on two state cham-
pionship teams — 2000 and 2001.
There’s nio one he respects more
today than Harp. My daughter
was a football manager under

" him for four years. There’s no one

she respects more today than
Harp.

And many, many ethers feel
the same way.

Julie Dexter’s son, Stephen,
also played for Harp. Yet her clas-
sic Harp memory has nothing
to-do with football. it camein a

- reirieved his happy daughter, and

proudly continued his dufies as
father of the bride.

“No doubt that Sam is an
incredible coach and role model
to countless young men and
women, but let it be kmown that
he is a devoted family man as well,
He is a perfect example of always
doing whatever ittakes ... even if
that means stepping aside from
the tough-guy exterior and being
simply a good guy to the core”

Gadlage said Harp, who trans-

. ferred to Kentucky State to play

football after one year playing
baseball at Morehead, always
went 100 percent at anything he
did.

“Sammy was a great athlete.
He was built like a desk. Every-
body else on the baseball team
would be playing handball and
racquetball, but on alternate
days he would be in the weight
room pumping iron. He was
clearly the strongest man on
campus pound for pound,”
Gadlage said. “If he did any-
thing, he did it 100 percent. If
vou did something: he expected

th career victory

Tam also proud of what he has

done for stiidents. I feel like T
get bigger and taller every time
we win, so I couldn’t be proud-
er of him.”

She also hopes Danville
players, students and fans
understand how much Danville
means to him.

“He has a true love for Dan-
ville. He has never regretied
coming there, and that was a
big decision for him leaving
Anderson County. He really

loves the people in Danville and .
the boys he has coached,” Rose- -

mary Harp said.

It's impossible to list the
accomplishments players play-
ing for Harp have had because
there have been so many. How-
ever, he always emphasized a
team-first attitude and didn’t
believe in a star system. Some

" of his best teams were loaded

with talent, but players had to
accept the team-first theory.
Harp, though, has also'won
with far less talent at times than
many understood. He has not
always had a roster of play- .
ers who could run the 40-yard
dash in 4.4 seconids. He's had to
develop talent and feam chem-
istry just like other coaches

— and he’s always done it well.

“He will be remembered as
one of the greatest coaches in
the history of Kentucky high
school football” said Mason

film with coach Harp on Satur-
day morning.
“1 make my way over and

‘we trade and I'm thinking all is

well. Then about 1 p.m. I get a
call from (then Madison Central}
coach (Kenny} Turner. Coach
Harp has called and one of the
films does not work. Apparently
I had forgot to check the copy
of the last film I made for them

" before rushing out the door,

“Even though it was an hon-
est mistake, he could have been
pretty mad. I took him the film
and apologized profusely, and

he just laughed about it. That's
- the kind of guy he is. With' his.
record and championships, he
~ could have been pretty hard on
.me. But he wasn’t at all. I won’t

forget that,
“Three hundred wins is a great
accomplishment. But the young

‘men he has coached over the

vears equal a number far greater
than 300. Congratulations to him
for his upcorning 300th win.”
Lincoln County coach Mike
Settles says just thinking that a
coach would have to average 10

. wins per vear for 30 seasons to

reach 300 victories makes Harp’s
upcoming milesione mind-bhog-
gling for him.

“He has been fortunate
enough to have been involved
in football programs that have
been consistently good, some-
thing that is extremely hard to
do because of complacency with
players, coaches and administra-
tion,” Settles said. “It takes a great
leader, but even a better person,
to win 300 games.

“Some coaches build pro-
grams, some rebuild programs,

‘some tear down programs and

some just flat out win. Sam
Harp's programs just flat otit win.
He has done a lot to promote
football in the state and he is one
of the reasons that high school
football has been better over the



AUWLY NAIP O brankdort, "Coach-
ing has been a good life for him,

. and I'mow this win is going to be
very, very special”

His mother is not surprised
he became a coach because his
coach at Franklin County, Sonny
Adkins, got him interested in all
aspects of football,”

“They were our neighbors
behind us on the street. Sammy
developed such alove for it play-
ing for Sonny. They would talk
across back yards about football.
That is when he first started to feel
he wanted to coach, He always
loved football, but that is when
coaching got into him,” Rosemary
- Harp said.

“Sammy loved children, andI

chuirch foyer on his daughter’s
wedding day.

“Thappened to be a withess
to watching Sam, a man’s man,
turn into a flower girl” Dexter

-+ said. “Picture Sam’s little 4-year- -

old granddaughter suddenly
getting stage fright just before
she was to walk down the aisle.
Her mom, the bride and Sam’s
daughter, frantically whispered,
‘Dad, do something!” Without
missing a beat, Sam scooped up
thatlittle girl into his arms and
paradeéd down the aisle, grace-
fully dropping rose petals from
her basket as he walked.

“The whole church erupted

- Inlaughter. He was undaunted.
‘He marched back up the aisle,

S g —an asps L

100 percent out of you. H you'
couldn’t, he would help you.
"He was a gentleman at 18,
If a pitcher would throw at
Sammy, he would just dust
himself off and do his job. He
was areal trooper, Sammy's
demeanor is nothing but class.”
His mother appreciates the

- way he has helped students,

especially the ones few people
know about. = -

“I know that the games mean
a lot to him, but the players
mean a lot, too, He has done a
lot of things to help kids he has

- never told. He has helped out at

times when kids really needed
it)” she said. “T'am proud of the
wins and championships, but

SULLVUE LUVLIALL,  SdlIU IVIASON
coach David Buchanan, the
son of former Boyle County
and Mercer County coach John
Buchanan. “I don't think there
is one defining moment with -
him. He's just had acareer

 defined with great moments”

The biggest defining moment
will come with the next win that
will give him that elusive 300th
victory. _

“He doesn't say much, but he

will be so proud of it,” his moth-

er said. “To be perfectly honest,
his life would be empty without
football. I don’t think he will
ever find enough to do with
himself except for sports and .

_teaching, If he ever gets away
from it, he will be lonesomie”

~ Harp guided his students to be responsible adults |

'SID for basketball at Indiana,. |
and asked him to let Taylor work |-

-~ in the athletic department at TU,
That was just the begin-.
ning for Taylor. Today she i ‘

By RENE PAYNE

. My husband, Bill, and I wish
to congratulate Sam Harp and

know full well'his dedication to
the welfare of young people. His _

 positive influence has guided

and molded students with the -

goal being to produce respon-
sible and productive adults.
We feel fortunate that he

%

touched the lives of both our
children. Our son, Hunter,
played football for Danville,
and our daughter, Taylor, was
manager on the team. o
During Taylor’s senior. year,

Sam asked me what her plans

were after graduation.. When

I said she wanted to pursue a

degree from Indiana University
in something involving sports,

‘for the summer;-" -

he offered to sét up a meeting
for. her with. Brooks ‘Downing,
the sports information’ director

~for Kentucky basketball. ‘Taylor,

met with Brooks, and after he

explained SID and media rela- °

tions work, he ask her to volun-
teer one day a week in his office

At the. end'-‘of'—fheiféﬁnir-nér'
Brooks called Greg'l'_Elkin, ‘the

¥

the media relations director for
the U.5. Olympic synchronized
swim team. We feel Sam was

. instrumental in launching Tay-

Jor’s success, in her career and
as a young adult, - :

Ioowal nas been better over the
last 15 years. Co
© “If you play his teams, you bet-

‘ter be ready to strap it up and

play for four quarters. You know
when a coach does a good job
with a program because every-
body wants his job when he is

‘ready to leave and that’s the way

1t is with coach Harp. He's one of
akind” ' o

" 300club

,Kentucky high school foot-

. ball coaches who have won 300

games: _
8 345 — Bob Schneider; New-

port Central Catholic, 345-183-2

inddyears. . ..

4in 35 years,

5 years.

- 310 — Mike Glaser, St. Savi-

I ‘e, 310-65in 28 years, e

- Hilt aywood and Glaser.
are active coaches, as is Danville's -
‘Sam Harp, who has 299 wins. =
. “The: closest .active coach to

Hilt

reaching 300 wins after Harp is

 Ivan McGlone of Russell, who his.
. 289-130 in 34 years of codching in-

Kentucky. He also won 28 games
in'four years in West Virginia.

J,

- 332 — Dudiey :Hﬂto;i,: Bell
* County, 332-100n 34 years. .
B 327 — Philip Haywood, Bel--

- Bob Redman; Male, "
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Harp a shining
light and an icon
| By PAUL SMILEY
Three hundred wins coming this vear is

an outstanding achieverment and milestone
for coach Sam Harp, assistant coaches and

many years of football players. It is truly -

remarkable that Sam's longevity of success
of a'winning football coach has placed him
in the annals of high school football history
in the state of Kentucky.

Sam is a shining light/ambassador/icon .

for the football program, the athletic pro-
gramm, Danville High School and the com-
munity of Danville! I sincerely hope Sam
will continue to coach for many years to
come. Yes, the winning tradition is great,
but also irnportant are the values his play-
ers learn from the coach to benefit their
lives. Players before, now and in the future
will leave high school ready for whatever
their- goals are in life due partly to partici-
pation in the football program.

Clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com
Sam Harp “is a humble person who does not
seek attention for himself and prefers to always
recognize his student-athletes,” former Kentucky
School for the Deaf athletics director Paul Smiley .
said.

a term as the president of the orgamzation.

Harp wanted
to huild
| on success

" By BOB ROWLAND

Inthe 23 years that i haye
known Sam. Harp, there
have been- hundreds of
memorable moments from
my association with ‘this
" outstanding’ football coach,

| remendous person and

true personal friend. The
stories of the ups and downs
+of coaching and working in

| the school business would

fill a book. But one moment
that ] shared with Harp is
particularly meinorable and
-has become more profound
as time passes.
Tt started as a simple con-
versation with Sam -while

e ot a Taldor A8 T

year. Others say that anyone
could win in Danville. There

are years, that it might look’

Iike anyone could coach the

‘team to at Jeast a".500 sea--

son. But none of this istrue.

In'my 22 years at Danvilie as
printipal .and superinten-.

dent, I car think of only four
Division I players in our pro-
gram Practically-every team
weplay has had more,

‘We have had a lot of
good players, hard-work-

ing and committed to win-

. ning when they walked onto
the field. We have enjoyed
that success year in and
year out (and even taken it
for granted) because these
players have been cultivated

through a well-conceived,
finely tuned program that -

has developed them as peo-
ple as well as students, play-

_.‘..‘ES'ome people think that "
" Danville just teloads every

as the cheerleading coach
for DHS and will never
forget that first phone call
with a man I had seen and
respected from afar for so

‘many years. The great Sam
‘Harp called me and invited
_ me to his office to talk about
details’ of the ‘coaching job.

As 1 stood outside his office,
nervous with the excite--

- ment of meeting someéone

I had admired for so long,
I took a deep breath and
knocked.

limagined that this must
be what it would feel like for
an‘up-and-coming boxer.to
knock on Miuhammed Ali’s
door to get advice. A deep,
booming voice welcomed
me inside. I was so anxious
that T barely stammered a
few words before this gra-
cious man put me at ease,
beginning our chat by tell-
ing me how upset he was



" “Coach Harp's. reasons for success are
simply stated as he is the "total package"

* and has all the qualities needed for success
as a football coach. These are the essence
for success for any coach: ‘

B Dedication and. comtmtment to the
players and the love of the game.

The work ethic is incredible in rela-

tion to time in and out of season with the
* students. Great knowledge of the game is
-evident in the weekly game plan and his
ongoing desire to be a student of the game
'to improve himself.

Sam and I attended the Kentucky nghl

School Athletic Directors Association con-

vention yearly, After daily attendance of all -

athletic director workshops and training,
Sam would spend most of his free ime talk-
ing X's and O's with other football coaches
from all over the state. ‘
B Adaptability/player personnel deci-
sions.
Sam has developed great skllls in regard
to using the best system for the talent pool
~ of players on any given year. His placement
of players in the total teamn concept is out-
standing. He also is superb.making game
adjustments that gives th an edge in the
competition.
Coach Harp initiated the Danville Youth
- Football program for younger students tg
promote football participation and skills
development for the student athletes.

In1 1988, when Sam arrived in Danville, I
invited him out to lunch his first week here.
I welcomed him' to Danville and extended
a hand of friendship between us and the
Kentucky School for the Deaf and Danville
athletics programs. Previous coach Tom
.Duffy was a true friend of KSD, and 1 hoped
that Sam Harp would be also. Coach Harp
was just super in cogperation and main-
taining a good relationship between the
schools. We contacted each other often and
had a good professional relationship that
benefited both schools:

In his first season we talked often about
both football programs. Sam's transition
to his new defense from the prior coach
was most difficult, which is usually the case
whenthe team is vested in a system.

Midway through the season, Harp adapt-
ed to the challenge by using some of the

frrrner dofanmcitra cate alana writh tha noar

In 1993, the Kentucky Coaches Educa-
tion. Program began. Harp-was exempt
from the requirement, but-he chose to take

the class because he knew all of the DHS"
coaches would take it and he did not want-

_to require them to do sa if he did not take

it himself, It really made me nervous as the

teacher to have him and Gary Reynolds in’

the very first class, for I thought they were

-more qualified to teach the class than T was.

The daywas most successful and alearning
experience for all of us.

For the next 10 years Harp volunteered
and came to alimost all of the classes taught
in Danville, He pregented-a six-page hand-
out of how to be a successful coach and
spoke for about 30 minutes to coaches from
all sports programs. The after-class sur-
vey showed he was the most appreciated
speaker who talked to about 1,000 coaches
from hundreds of schools. :

B Humility.

Harp is a humble person who does not
seek attention for himself and prefers to
always recognize his student-athietes,

In 2008 the Danville Board of Education
and superintendent decided to honor Harp
by naming the Danville athletic total areas

“the Sam Harp Athletic Complex. The honor

was presented to Harp in a full stadium
prior to'a home football game. He gave the
shortest acceptance speech in history and
immediately returned to be with his players.
-~ Also, we always attended the KHSAA
annual meeting together in Lexington. Sev-
eral years back the hot issue of public and
private schools was discussed and vdted
on. Prior to the meeting two TV stations
asked Sam for an interview after the meet-
ing, Due to the discussion the meeting was
long, and upon departure Sam declined
to be interviewed for he wanted to get
back to the school to be with the piayers.
I will never forget his polite declining of

- the interviews and our quick departure and:

return to Danville,
B Good person.

Harp has all those, qualities and val--

ues that make him effective working with
young people. He truly cares for all mem-
bers of the team. He promotes academ-
ics for athletes by setting a high standard,
checking grades weekly all year and provid-

ine titars and stidv hall if needed. Helnine

Supervismg the iobby of Lan-
ville High Scheol-while 1 was

principal.:He had recently
won his first state champi-

‘onship, and on that January
afternoon the hype of the had..

begun to settle, a]lowmg ﬁme‘

for reflection. -

1 posed the question, “So,

what's next; Sam? What do
you do now that you have
won the state championship

and have achieved what-

evety coach lives and dies
to do?” I fully expected him
to say that he would like to
coach in Danville for anoth-
er couple of years, perhaps
win another championship
and then move on to a big-
ger school or perhaps coach

" at the college level. T hon-

estly felt that with his abil-
ity and the quickness with
which he attained such

a high level of success, he-

would be gone in a season
or two and I would be look-
ing for a new head coach.
What he said was both
astounding and gratifying.
“I'would like to build a pro-
gram here and win a sec-
ond championship, then a
third, and a fourth, and just
keep building on success
after success. It's easier to
get to the top than to stay
on top. On top, everyone is
gunning for you. I'd like to

build our program to stay.

on top even when everyone
is gunning for us.” .

He told me that day that
he was not done here and
that he may never fully get

finished building here. It

was not about building his
resume or establishing an
awesome winning record
as a coach. It was about
building a program, about

“developing kids (some with

talent and some with less)

ers and athletes. to become
- contenders for a state cham-

pieriship each year. .~ -

Sam Harp does what he -
- said he wanted to do here.
‘He continues o operate a
program- that wins, builds: -
on success; arid remains on

. top even when everyone else

‘in gunning for us ~— just as
-he said in that memorable

moment marny years ago.

Harp both
a mentor
and a friend
By JENNIFER SHEARER
I did not spend my cthd
hood in Danville. However,

1 grew up knowing exactly
wheo Sam Harp was,

Danville High School.

sweatshirts from the late
1980s through the '90s lit-
tered my closet far away in
Elizabethtown. My grand-
father, James Lee “George”
Shearer, was a bus driver

and devoted member of the -

maintenance crew for Dan-
ville schools from the early
1960s through the '80s. He
was 5o devoted to the Admi-
rals that traveling to watch
the football team win state
championships was simply a
part of my family’s life.

While I spent a good
deal of my time watching
the cheerleaders at these

‘games, I also learned all

about the winning football
tradition at DHS and its
coach. Though I had never
seen him up close or heard
his unmistakable voice, his
name was often present in
the conversations at our
family’s gatherings. Along
the way, it would have been

over the latest “American

" Idol” episode. We laughed,

and he even shared some
stories about what it was
like when he first came to
Danville to coach. -

During that first year, it
was Danville’s turt to host
the KAPOS regional cheer-
leading competition, which
fell on Super Bowl Sunday.
Nevertheless, coach Harp
got on board and could be
seen carrying coolers to the
concession stand, unlock-
ing doors, wishing the girls
good luck or cheering on the
teams from the stands,

After our squad placed
second in our division, he
pulled me' aside and said
very serlously, “Now, I don't
know much about cheer-
leading, but it locked like
our girls were better than
them! [learned early on that
he was not only the incred-
ible coach I had heard of as -
a child, but a genuinely good
person who was always will-
ing to help or share a Jaugh.

. Sixyearslater, coach Harp
remains one of the people I
respect the most. His quiet
vet constant support of
our cheerleading program
is among the best I've wit-
neéssed in high school ath-

letics. From that first meet-

ing, he not only put me at
ease as my athletic direc-
tor, but also treated me as a
coaching equal rather than
that gawking child I had felt
like onr the inside..

The history books of Ken-
tucky football will honor him
because of his success as a
coach, but the greatest testa-
ment to Sam Harp is that he
is also a warmn, kind man who
has positively influenced the
lives of the people around
him. For me, coach Harp
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former- defensive sets along with the new Ing futors and study hall if needed. Helping | talent and some with less) ~ the way, it would have been  him. For me, coach Harp
systems. The team had immediate success students in need, encouraging improved | I0t0 players and a team hard notto think of Harpas  has become a mentor and
after the decision was made. Total'accep- performance, never playing a player if con- that would be a title con-  somewhat of a celeBrity. _friend whom I am honored

tance occurred and from that point on, his-
tory of the program speaks for itself,
E& Unselfish leader,

Harp léads by example. and follows the

-Golden Rule with interpersonal relation-
ships with all persons connected to the pro-
gram. The assistant coaches at Danville are
valued and are delegated responsibilities
as part of the total program. This goes for
all other folks connected to the prograrm.
Harp has aifected the quality participation
of many football players across the state by
being actively involved with the Kentucky
Football Coaches Association. Sam served

duct does not merit it and demanding best tender year after year. Years later 1 was hired = toknow.

_ effort, Seven state championships and a
top winner of games in the state indicates
that something wonderful is happening i in

the Danwville football program. o

" In our wotld today, there are many nega-
tive sports stories in the media from high
school, college and professional sports.
Although Harp does not want the atten-

- tion, this man and his accomplishments

are a positive story that needs to be shared.
Young student-athletes can emulate this

man and ‘move forward and dpward in |

their lives.

Sam Harp, second from
right, impresses those
who have worked with

“him with his demeanor
and willingness to help
everyone.

Clay Jackson/
clay@amnews.com
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* Sam Harp, third from left, has always impressed his p]ayers as well as rival coaches with his willingness to help others. *| thlnk he s.one of the legends of Kentucky football, the all--
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time legends, and an even better person and cne of the great Drgamzers and motivators,” Bullitt East coach Doug Preston said.

By MIKE MARSEE other coaches who “have
wanted to test their teams

againet annd ramnatitinan

ville, and Clevenger said he
is proud of that

itr f 1

marsee@amnews.com



By MIKE MARSEE
marsee@amnews.com
Shadon Brown doesn't

know where he'd be today if

be hadn't spent all of those
Saturday mornings with Sam
Harp.

Brown 1s the coach at
Rowan County and a former
Danville player who was bit-
ten by the coaching bug when
he started attending Saturday
film sessions in Harp's office.

That's where Brown said .

he began to make the transi-
tion from a mischievous teen
to a successful adult, and he
said he has Harp to thank for
that.

“He's saved a lot of us. I'm
one of those kids that wasn't
always on the straight and
narrow coming through the
system; and he stayed with

me and kept mentoring me
and had a great impact on’

me as a person today,” Brown
said. “T used to go to the high
school on Saturday mornings
and sit with him and (assis-
tant) coach (Jerry) Perry and
watch them break downi film,
and that’s where I started
developing a love for want-
ing to be a football coach. I

© knew that I'wanted to be a
‘high school football coach
when I was probably 16 years.
old, and it’s hecause of coach’

Harp and Jerty Perry”’
Brown's story “is just

one example of the mark’

Harp has left on coaches
throughout Kentucky in 30
years of coaching. He has

been a mentor to players

and assistant coaches who

have gone on to lead their

own programs, an advi-
sor to coaches who have
tapped into his experience
and a worthy opponent for

other coaches who have
wanted to test their teams
against good competition.
“I could go back to the
first game had with Sam,

and they beat us — good” |

Lord, T think it was 76-6,

said Southwestern coach |
Dale Anderson, whose team |

has become a regular non-

district opponent of Danvilie -

in recent years. “They gave
us a whooping. It was pretty
early in our career at South-
western. We just kept play-

ing and competed a little |

better year afteryear.
“I think Sam brings the

best out of your team and’

out of your coaching staff,
because you-know you're
going to play against a great
team talent-wise, but more
importantly one that’s

coached extremely _well,_.,:

especially technique-wise.

They're so strong tech-
‘nique-wise everywhere, as
a coach it’s a real challenge,

and it's always fun.”

Mason County coach
David Buchanan has faced
a Harp team only once, but
he has picked up the phone
many more times to seek
Harp's counsel.

“I have called him sever-
al times over the last 19 sea-
sons to get advice — he was

one of the people l-called to

talk about the job at Mason

15 years ago, Buchanan

said. “He has always been
willing to help me and has
become a legend among
high school football coach-
es in Kentucky”

Clay Clevenger also fre-
quently turned to Harp for
help as the former Danville
player settled into his job at
Henderson County. ‘

“Coach Harp's mentorship

coaching careers.
has been invaluable. I think

£

Coacties Shadon Brown, left, of Ro

wan County and Clay Clevenger

of Hendersori County plaved for Sam Harp at Danville, and both say

his friendship and advice have helped them immensely with-thelr”

about every other day for the

first.two months 1 was the

head coach at Henderson I

‘would call him with ques- .
‘Harp continues to succeed

tions, concerns, a little bit of
everything,”. Clevenger said.
“He is still one of the first
people I call when Thave an
issue or need some advice,

and for that I am truly thanlk--

ful. He has always taken the
time to give me some of his
great words of wisdom.”

Bullitt East coach Doug
Preston said he developed
great respect for Harp dur-
ing the time he spent as a
Danville assistant.

“I think he’s one of the

legends of Kentucky foot-

ball, the all-time legends,

and an even better person,.
and one of the great organiz- -

ers and motivators,” Preston
said. “And coach Harp looks
to me like he could keep on
rolling as long as he wants

to. He's one of the greatest.

1 feel honored even to have
been associated with him

~at all, and I've learned a lot

from him over the years!
Brown said he thinks

because he is willing to
change when necessary.
“Sometimes it may look
like he changes offenses or
defenses every two or three
years, but I think that’s
because he looks at what
he has and adapts things to
his kids, and I-think that's
how he’s been able to stay
successful for a long time,”

Brown said. “A lot of coach- -

es become one-hit wonders

-‘when they believe that their’

system is the best and. it's

- their way or the highway,

and T think coach Harp's
done d great job of adjusting

to the kids he has and trying -
"Harp and this milestone..

to make kids bétter people”
. Brown and -Clevenger
were in uniform for a num-

ber of Harp’swins at-Dan-

VLY, @il CICYTLLETL DL aiw
is proud of that.

. “I'am proud to have a
played a small part in those
300 victories;” he said.

Boyle County coach

Larry French, who also
coached against Harp's

teams while-at Mercer
County, sald Harp’s hard
wotk has led to his success
and that of the Danville
program.

“He’s got a tremen-
dous program over there.
He's worked hard to get to
where he is today, that’s"
for sure, and you've got’

“to respect what he's dong’ -

for high school football,!
French said, “Sam’s:teaimns -

are always fundamentally
‘sound, and theygoout and: -

play hard and always win a
few ballgames; and they've
had alot of success there”

Anderson, who-said he-
has become good friends.
with Harp as Southwestern
and Danville have devel-
oped a rivalry, said Harp
deserves the accolades that
come with the milestone he
is about to reach. .

“Three hundred wins
is amazing in high school
football, and he’s a legend
in the state of Kentucky and
always will be,” Anderson
sald. .

: Buchianan would prob-
ably like to delay the cel-
ebration of Harp’s 300th
career victory for one more

-week —his Mason team

plays -Danville Friday to

open the season --but he.

is still thrilled for Harp. ‘
“l am happy for coach

He is ‘both a great person
and great coach,” Buchan-
an said. '




Editor's Note: Ray Craham
is a 1571 Danville High School
graduate and is in the Danville
Schools Athletics Hail of Fame.
“He was the leng-time head foot-

ball coach at Harrison County-

and is getling ready o start his
first season- as head coach at

Lexington Christian. He's also a -
longtime friend.of Danville coach

Sam Harp.
By RAY GRAHAM
It brings me great plea-

sure to congratulate Ken-
neth Samuel Harp on the

upcoming 300th victory of -

a football team of which he
has been the head coach.

Sammy is certainly
one of the greatest foot-
ball coaches to have ever
coached in Kentucky. His
previous two stints at Cal-

loway County and Ander-
son County were both suc-

cessful before he came to
Danville to coach the team
“with all that talent.”

I know most of you read-
ing this have -heard that
before, Some people will
say that many could have

%
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done the same thing at
Danville that Samimy did,
but those of us that really
know the business realize
that is not true. '
Football requires so
much discipline, chemis-

try and teamwork, and the

more talent one has on a
team, the more difficult
the chemistry can be, We

-can take a peek at the most
‘talented professional foot-

ball teams and realize that

‘truth-today.

Sammy's Danville teams

_have always been disci-

plined, and fundamentally
sound. The Admirals have
many victorles over teams
with great talent”because

they have been so master-

fully coached: - :
Sammy has been a great

‘coach'in the kicking game,

on offense and on defense.

He has always fashioned -
his style to best fit” his-

teams.
He is a coach to be mod-

eled because he has done -

everything in a first-class
manner, and has always
played by the rules of the

- Kentucky High School Ath-

l_etic Association.

Sammy has been a great .

fit for the proud Admi-
ral tradition, and I know
that he will be handing

out credits to the admin- -

istration, his staff and
the Danville ‘community
when he gets his 300th
win. He would. be the first

to acknowledge that those

ingredients are essential
to a program with the out-

standing tradition of Dan-

ville High School.

It does not surprise me
that Sammy has hecome
one of the best, because I
have known him since otir
high school graduations in
1971 — mine from Dan-
ville and his from Franklin
County. '

We have spent.a lot of |
time together as young ath-
letes in training, as young

assistant coaches together
on the Franklin ‘County
staffs of 1978 and 1879,
and as 'Coiieagues over the
years.

His passion for the game
and his will to excel were

Photo submitted

Ray Graham, nght says his friend, Sammy Harp is “orie of the greatest coaches to have ever coached in
Kentucky.” The two have known each other since 1971 and Graham, a 1971 Danville graduate, and Graham
says it's no surprise fo hlm that Harp his on the vesge of a historic 300th career wir, :

evident from the tlme we
met. His integrity and tal-

ent for teaching the game’

has been exhibited consis-
tently over the vears.
3 .

I know that most peo-
ple refer to coach Harp as
Sam, but he will always be
Sammy to me.

. Ithas been a great joy for

me to see my alma mater
thrive under Sammy's

‘leadership. Congratula-

tions, Sammy, on the 300th

- win you are about to get. -
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Clay Ja ckson/ clay@amnews.com
Danville coach Sam Harp has been able to celebrate seven state championships at Danville as well as 299 victories. He wil become only the sixth coach in Kentucky to win 300 games when his Admirals get their first
win this season. Harp has an overaél record of 299-94 |n 30 seasons as a head coach Danvilte opens the season by hosting Mason County on Friday at Admirat Stadium.
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clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com
Tis remembers losing to Harp's

l(entucky coach Joker Phillips, lef;, admires the way Sam Harp; second from right, has rebuift programs, Advocate a55|5tant sports editor Hal Morri
Admfrals When he played for Ray Graham, third from right, at Hamson County '

Wnter/fermer foe ieamed to respect Danwi!e coach

Deep down inside, L
was hoping it would have -
taken Sam Harp about -
four games longer toreach
300 career wins. But at
least T can know I have

‘ the news thenextday. = - the parents of one of our
ﬁ’%" Mi}ﬁ%éﬁ We had a chance to win “players were shot and his
—SportsWriter........ L the end when Preston _ sister was shot and killed .. He's always,
hmiotris@amnevss.com kale intercepted Redd’s. the day of that 1989 play- honest, and Foy sur
_r pass, and we drove to the * off game. We found out .~ ‘has forgotten more about

' . #-yard line. But we fum- - right after the game, which football than T’ II ever
been a small partofthe | 1987, my SOPhOmOTB year.™ ’d the ball away, ending obviously made the game know. - o
Danville coach's accom- Then in 1989, we got'a thegame and my career. pretty meanmgless at that “‘T've heard the argument
phshment ' thorough beating under Everyone knows what- peint, * " thatit is easier towin in a

‘:Harp and the Adrnlrals the Harp-led Admirals happened from there. The _ At the funeral for his

. E ~ smaller class because the
ended my football playing during a preseason scrim- ~ Ads steamrolled Newport -

sister was-a:sigried card competition isn/t:as good

career with aloss in the mage. L Central Catholic the next by the Daane team and so certain teem_s_have

" 1989 playoffs, and while Sowhenwe had to face  week; 4 game mydad,a- - coaches.- " more advahtage

I'was never 4 fan of the ©  them inthe firstroundof  friend and T drove down to‘ "1 dori’t know y,'but " ButTfeel it’s inich

Admirals, they were some- the Class AA playoffs, we  watch, and went on tonet  that really surprised sev-  hardertowin in a smaller

thing to watch. - were ready for a rematch. Harp his first state title. eral of us, and I thought  town. You don’t have the
Iplayed for Hairison Danville was loaded I'never liked Danville itwas a very classy thing  built-in advantage of a

Courity and coach Ray with Donnie Redd —who  when I was player —I'm  todo.

Graham in the late 19805,
and was on the Teceiying
~endof aco"‘ e Gf playd

Iosses 1o thie Aclnnrals dur-

large student body from
hich to.pullpl

should have been Mr. sure there was some jeal- In 2005, 1 came to.the, ..
i dvocate and began,a
essional’ reiatlonshlp with
arp, who by then had st

ship rims, ¢
We had Nevvport Cen-
tral Catholic as. i

.Tholdmg
Danville to its second-low- .
est point total of the sea-

SOIL. Redd-}ran,a 70- yard
touchds E

hese have been home
gr wn athletes, which

“males getting 300 wins
Lo such an impressive feat. -
~And ] can feel T'vé beer,
a small part of it, 1/300th

southwest that f1e1ded
powerhouse teams.’

We loét to Danvﬂle 31-
14 under Tom Duify in

Vi ,,eporter saying,
g , Donnie!’ when I

By JESSICA BELCHER musical. We were putting begins. and we Al haatn tn famdatt —




* Clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com
Sam Harp has a "God-like" voice
that left a lasing impressicn.

ByJESSICA BELCHER

As a Tootball manager

~during Danville's 2000

championship season, I
have lots of memoties of
coach Sam Harp on the
field and during practice.
However, my favorite mem-
ory of coach Harp actually
happened off the football
field some vears before.

My first year at Danville
High School, I was selected
to participate in the spring

musical. We were putting
on a production of the “Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors”

If you have never seen
the musical, it is_about
a killer plant from outer
space that comes to take
over Earth, and the open-
ing number has a “God-

like” voice that sets up the

story line. )

During our dress
rehearsal, we finally got our
first glimpse into this open-
ing number, As the music

begins, and we all Begin o

. take our places, the ‘God-

like” voice comes boom-

ing over the speakers. To
" our surprise, coach Harp's

voice fills the auditorium.
Yes, that's right! Coach
Harp was in a musical!

- Needless to say, having
coach Harp play the voice
of God made him a tad bl’[\

mﬂm1dat1ng

"As you can 1mag1ne
as I stepped out onto th
field three years later as.

‘foothall manager, I was a

" state champion.

success.. Congratulations,

tad nervous. But all is well
that ends well, and I made
it through the season as a-

Goach Harp is a wonder-
ful man; and I am so glad I
got the opportunity to work
for him and -with him. My
life is very blessed t¢ have
him in it and I couldn’t be
happier for him and all his.
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