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cer 5 Ends Harrodsh
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JARRODSBURG, Ky., Dec. 27
s>ecial)—Earl Murphy’ fired i.r%
points tonight to lead Mercer |
unty to a 5642 victory over
th-rlval Hairodsburg and hand
» Ploneers thelr first regular
:;on loss since.the 1959-60 cam-
n. DR ’
*he- Scotties ‘jumped to a quicl
11 lead at the end of theqfilrcslz
idd and were never threaten-
Larry Yeager was the only
eér man In double figures for
rcer County as he tabbed 14
nts. FranE Bartleson's 12
t[rts was tops for the Pioneers.
ercer County now stan
on the season while Hax‘-jrsodasf
g is even at 1-1, The Pioneers
it through the 1960-61 regular
1paign unbeaten. They were
gino}){] Dt;x;&ar in the first
b he
iy Reglonal tourfl_

% Bartleson 13 Johnsondg
-‘!2. Royalty 2, éharp 9. n&W

BE¢er County ..17 33" 46 984,
,;_“sburg W11 23 343

e e
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Mercer county high . §chi
Scotties struggled from bebin

t24.11 first quarter ai‘sadvaxifﬁge_.t

' Friday night ‘to edge Versailles
high school 6261. In fact the
Scotties trailed at the end-of-“all

the rest stops before practically.
shutting off the Versailles scoring -
in the final frame. Versailles led’

3829 at half-time and 5748, going
into the last quarter.

‘eqular Season Winning
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t " .Mercer county .so ed_Andersol
county 61-57 Friday night, wit!

i Horn hanging 16 points in the nete
M%HS (61) (57 ANDERSO?
Murphy 15 13 Jefirie.
Horn 16 ' 10 Cottrel

{ Rogers 11 12 J. Crawfor{
Ison 4 2 Hﬁi
Mattingly 6 4 Gilli
Yeager 9 _ 10 Cax\nmac.:
Taylor 0 6 Cras.

Lose To Frankfort

Tuesday night the Scotties wer
| defeated 63-55 by an improve
Frankfort team. The Frankfor
crew, paced by Conway with
points, led 14-8 at the end of th
first quarter, 39.23 at halftime, an
4539 after three quarters of ac
{ion. Snyder scored 15 points fo
Y- the . winners.
Muirphy cag
‘,MC.I}Ilg‘:,p Tson 5, Horn 4, ROgers
Xfattingly 6, Taylor 5, a&

e

ed 20 points fc
1

MAKING THE I—This sec '

day '\L\I&;”{I?r 311{(/]\1?4— lfh:is' i(}'(:nc was one of 16 similar drawings held throughout Kenlucky yesler-
e A e Sone (,0: ; lstuct survivors in the state mel to make pairings for this week’s regional
Gene Hulf of l]ni;/(:rqilt'tll['n] Mercer County Iiga reaches into a hat held by Tournament Manager:
velte; J1od Alin. Mid by ) igh. Looking on (left to vighl) are Joe Ohr, Trvine: Ralph Carlisle Lafa-
ve 5 \ . Midway; Homer Bickers, Frankfort; Choech Nirazovich, Franklin Cou.nt;; 'Z(;h

EACER C@"L/{N'ﬁy H.5,
P o

++\Mercer high school’s: Scotties
ehded their regular seasom+of
‘basketball action Friday.n ght
by" absorbing a_98-51 thrashing
i at -the hands of Lexington Laf-
| ayette. The . stong ‘Lexington
| team gained revenge foria 5649

jion -of . Jaracy,:
output -of :Gill
eam ‘Was ‘never -in danger
“Theéy raced out to a 25-13 first:
-quarter lead, held a comfortable.
51-21 -halftime lead, and were’
.ahead 72-32 after three.quarters
vof action. . ... 0. A

Sims -was the :leading’ point
. for Mercer: with 319

d 11 for the losers;
Sdnders 1, and’' Mea
ere. held; scorless
cotties will next see act:
o0t in ‘the* district | tournament
‘4t Jessamine ¢ounty high school;
where they will meet tha‘winner

. the: Lafay;

;of the Anderson-Burgini game.

Lo Blankenship, Madison-Model, and 8. T. Roach, Lexingtoa Dunbar. (Ierald Thate).
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The role of sports in education

Perhaps, like me (retired), former mem-
bers of the school systems and the Kentucky

High School Athletic-Association (KHSAA),

have expected the active membership to stand
up and be counted for the many contributions
made by the association. Praise is in order for
the efforts of former commissioners Ted
Sanford and Joe Billy Mansfield, and current
Commissioner Tom Mills and his staff. Not one
of them has ever been dictatorial nor had an
interest in other than quality, honest athletic
programs at the high. school level. They have
been personally involved in the student ath-
lete’s life as a teacher, coach or school
administrator. )

There needs to be some support of the
KHSAA by all the member schools, and I feel
there is. It is time to speak up for its role in the
education process! Some order must be ap-
plied to athletics — just as order is essential to
traffic control. Turn us all leose in our cars
without regulation and observe the chaos.
There are always some abusers,

Having been involved in high school athlet-
ics as a player, coach, referee, and as a
teacher and high school principal — I can
speak with some authority on the realities of
education and sports in the school, home and
community.

Physical development of the body is essen-
tial for full and active development of the
mind. Academic achievement must in part be
attained with assistance, encouragement and
determination by the student, parent and
teacher. Encouraging the student to achieve
his greatest potential in academics will prompt

“him or her to strive to reach their goais in

their special interest area whether that be
excellence in sports, the arts, science or the
teaching field. :

The school body as a majority takes pride

in the achievements of their fellow students in
the sports, band or -choral programs. Large

numbers of students participate in these areas.

Smaller groups enjoy their drama, foreign
language and science activities. I watch with
great interest when students compete in the
intelligence “battles” on television. Training in
these areas is the pursuit of those who have a
gifted intelligence and superiority in acade-
mia. Most of us are of average intellect, but
we may excel in sports, music, etc.

What actually matters here is not to
penalize the athletes, but to encourage them.

The public at large may enjoy athletic compe-

tition more than it enjoys the “IQ hattles.”
With guidance. from teachers, coaches and
parents the athlete must be shown the proper
place for sports in their personal life situation.
Life beyond the sports age for them is to
prepare them for a career, job, or vocation
where they may happily engage in mingling
with family, community and country.

The KHSAA is a contributor, not a conspir-

- ator in the field of education and in the lives of

our students. If coaches tend to give sports a
bad name and students a poor slant on life let
them be disqualified and made exempt from
involvement in school activities. Personally, I
agree that coaches rather than athietes should
be penalized for infractions.

The KHSAA should be allowed to pursue
its primary purpose, which is to promote the
student athlete in an honest manner, and to
support the dévelopment of sports for any
student who wishes to participate in their
special interest whether that. be basketball,
football, swimming, tennis, baseball, wrestling
or track.

ZEB BLANKENSHIP
Former KHSAA president
Nicholasville
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A-14 Sunday Herald-Léader, Lexington, Ky., March 15,1981 :--

400,000 -

Herald-Leader

Chart compares gate receipts and attendance figures at Sweet Sixteen to_ur'n.aments_.

A sécond reason, according to some ot the:
athletic association’s officials, is a relative lac|
enthusiasm in Louisville's efforts 'to get.futu
tournaments. - R
To the association, holding the tournam
: Lexington means $100,000 more in annual gate:Te- o :

ceipts and thousands of dollars more ‘in fr . It was $130,000 more than Louisville grossed ir
benefits from area businesses. ' o 1978 and $100,000 more than the tournament took
{  To Lexington, it means a quick infusion of $4. in when it returned to Freedom Hall last year.
* million — and in practical terms, probably mote - The tournament returns to Rupp Arena Marct
than that — into the local economy. #7550 1891, and Lexington officials and businessmer
" For instance, Lexington Center Corp.'s e¥étl- * have been campaigning since last August to keej
tive director, Tom Minter, said that to Rupp: it there. o
Arena alone, the tournament means “aboutithe’ - They have an excellent chance to succeed, ac

; equivalent of two Rolling Stones concerts in ter! cording ‘to Zeb Blankenship, president

of economic impact — about §120,000.” - of the athietic_association’s board of
That converts to 4 savings in local tax dollars Cmm de-
because the Urban County Government pays-the - EE{EE_\;vhere the tournament will be
portion of the civic center’s annual bond interest™ et vear to year.
that is not covered by the civic center’s income, P y“If by the bottom line
“What it amounts to is this: If we get the’ which isyfﬁlon%; \zé made $100,000 in
state high school basketball tournament, it mearis. 1979 above what’ we have the la’st sev-
$100,000 to $120,000 of debt service that the tax-" | Vears in Louisville,” said Blan-
=nyer willmot have to bear,”. Minter said. . kenship, who is principal at Jessamine 3

W Ien Tre—rewrmaent was brought to Lexing-
ton’s Rupp Arena in 1979, after more than a deg
ade at Louisville’s Freedom Hall, gate receipts
reached $423,648, by far the most taken in dunng
the Sweet Sixteen’s 64-year history.

sweet Sixteen

Lexington may not become the “‘permanen
'me” of the boys’ state high -school bask
urnament — the Sweet Sixteen — but it ap
ised to wrest the event away from Louisville
long, long time. : ' . '

The main reason, both from the standpoint.
¢ Kentucky High School Athletic Associati
d the city, is money, -

*Countv High School.



*“I-think the board of control is
“going to have to'look at this and really
iitake it mto consideration. That’s
Zenoligh money to run our entire spring
““sports program, so I really can't see

wchangmg sites as long as the money is -

tthere " he said.

But there’s another factor, Blan-
_kenshrp ‘'said.
% Louisville, he said, seems to have
ome lackadatswal about the tour-

"Up to this point, I've only had
short. letter from Louisville re-
estmg the tournament next year —
justia ) few - paragraphs. 1 think if
HLouisville really wanted the tourna-

‘asm toward getting it,” he said. -

E Meanwhlle he said: ““The people
;of Lexington have -really gone all out
for the tournament. They have shown
+the KHSAA a lot of hospitality.and en-

;pni’srasm ‘They really want the tour-
ith the board of control.” -’

ggf

K However, Louisville isn’t about to
+ Lexington keep the 'toirrnament
,ynthout a fight, said Joe Bell, execu-
Ztive vice president of the Kentucky

‘State Fatr Board, which schedules:

&

:"ment they would show more enthusi- -

ent I think this has to go a long ",

events in Freedom Hall

, “We feel that rotating the tourna-"
ment every other year would keep
both citigs on their toes. It would keep
the tournament from gettlng inastag-- -

nant condition, as it did in Louisville - :
: mg a campaign to have the athletic

- association declare Lexington the per
-manent site for ‘the Sweet Sixtee
.when it ‘takes up the issue’of nex
- year’s toumament in either March 0

because it had been here so long,” he

. said.

-“There are some things Louisville
can offer that Lexington can’t and
some things Lexington has that we
don’t,” Bell szid.

“We have a dxfferent faczhty than =~
- comrhissioner Tom Mills -saj

* doubt that the board can make long

Lexington has. We can-offer parking
on the &grounds and 1200 _hotel rooms

ULt L1

right at our front door " he said.
However some of the thmgs Lex-

ington offers that Louisville 'doesn’t -

amount to big pluses for the athletic
association.

. For instance, the Blue Grass Area
McDonald's restaurants are providing
the trophies for the tournament. That
means a savings of about $2,000 to the
association,

. The area Burger Queen restau-
rants have agreed to defray the -cost

of printing the: tickets — another $4,- - - .

000 savings.
- The Lexington Center is cuttmg

its “event parking” fee from $3 to §2

during tournament games.

And the LexTran bus system will
provide shuttle service between local
hotels and the arena for a §1 round-

- tnp fare.

Those and other" fnnges aside, the
blggest selling point for. Lexmgton s

- bid to keep the tournament would be .
“another year of record gate recexpts
* Lexington. has a head. start” on that -

through an aggressrve advance-ticket
selling- program devised- by J.D.
Reeves, first vicé presrdent of First

- Secunty Bank.

~ The 'bank dlstrlbuted “season

books” — tickets to all eight tourna-
ment sessions at & cost of $44 —to 13-
- of its correspondent banks in drfferent 3
regions of the state.; .
: Reeves said “this: week that the”
"bank sent 25 books.to each bank and
~‘that “they have pretty much sold_

out.””-
‘ He said several of . the banks
.asked for more fickets, mcludmg one

in Elizabethtown _that also requested’

Reeves sald

well ahead of the 1979 pace

"“And this is even before people
know what teams are \.or‘"mg here

Mayor Jim Amato has been head

Apnl
Both Blankenshlp and kHSA

ferm decision; ﬁréh 8§ the.one Amatu
and .local businessmen are pushing
for, on the\toumament’s locatlon

But Blankenshlp said _that,-
practical terms, thé city's enthusxasm :
for ‘the tournament adds to its
chances for a long run of the. Sweet
Sixteen here. - - ‘

- 1 don’t think the board of control

-.can pick a site for, the future, I__thmk.

it can only go on- a year-b
basrs ” Blankenshr

~But he 2lso & my.
oprmon -1 think” Lexmgton is the place

ar .

-to-hold it."




1ason Counfy
Vas Surprise
)f Tourney

John Harris
1 Writer

iThe four day hlgh-school basket:
lzmarathon (i.e. state tournament)
«-finally. come to a grinding-halt. -
“There were many upsets, surpnse
ms and almost too much excxte
nt,
But, no where was there more
ipla and just good, old fun than
h the contingent from Mason
mnty. From sfart to finish, the peo-
from Maysville and their unher-
ed basketball team were the talk
the town, .
Wednesday night, the Royals
scked off Shelby County in the
ming round — a mild surprise. A
ger Surprise came in the form of
fans of Mason County. They
ne, young and old, and they made
mselves heard, so much so in fact,
t the non-partisans in the crowd
nd themselves slowly: siding with
blue and white clad Magon County
yals. After the first game, the folks
Mason County gave a post-game
i at the Continental Inn — sort of
:ome one, come all extravaganza.

. Unenviable Task
Friday afternoon, it was back to
siness again as the Royale found
mselves faced with the unenviable
k of facing Bryan Station, the No. 1
m, in its home town, But some-
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October 22,2003

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall Of Fame
Attn: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky, 40505

To Whom It May Concern:

T am honored to recommend for your consideration, Mr. Zeb Blankenship. I Have
had the opportunity to know and work with Zeb over the past thirty plusyears and
I feel I know him well both professionally and personally.

Zeb Blankenship's experiences cover the whole spectrum of interscholastic sports
as a player, coach. official, school administrator, athletic director and KHSAA
President.

Zeb was a niember of the Elkhorn City High School basketball team. This team won
the 15™ Region and played in the Boys State Tournament three consecutive years in
the mid-forties. Zeb was named to the 1945 All Tournament Team as a senior.

T have heard Zeb say that he enjoyed his eleven years as a coach and official
almost as much as he did as a player. He takes great pride and pleasure in keeping
up with his former players.

Coach Adolph Rupp offered Zeb a scholarship to play for the University of
Kentucky. He entered UK in the Fall of 1945, Fate intervened, however, and Zeb
was drafted in to the United States Army in March of 1946. The teammates he
entered UK with in 1945 became knows as "The Fabulous Five". After playing in the
military and at Pikeville College, he returned to UK where he earned two graduate
degrees.

Later he found other outlets for his athletic knowledge and leadership. Zeb's
background as a High School Principal and Athletic Director made him a good
candidate for the KHSAA Board Of Control, where he served on two occasions. He
ultimately served as President of KHSAA.



I hope you will agree that Zeb's thirty- plus years in interscholastic spor'fs‘f:vw"“
exceptional and that he should be considered for the KHSAA Hall of Fame.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I believe you will find all the information
necessary in the enclosed pages.

Most Bincenely,

Patricia A. Nielsen
421 Malabu Drive
Lexington, Kentucky
40502



