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While Zeb is being nominated as a Contributor, I wanted to also share evidence of his impressive 
accomplishments as a player & coach for reference as I indicated on the nomination form & in my letter.



My Nomination Letter to Selection Committee 
for Zeb Blankenship (attached as separately uploaded file too)
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Letter of Recommendation 
for Zeb Blankenship from:

Tom Mills;
former KHSAA Commissioner



Letter of Recommendation 
for Zeb Blankenship from:

Barney Thweatt;
Former KHSAA board member & 

president



Earlier Letter of Recommendation 
for Zeb Blankenship from myself:

Everette “Mutt” Varney;
Retired coach of Scott Co. High School; 

former Georgetown Mayor



Zeb Blankenship 
announced as 

Newly Elected Board 
Member  

(source: KHSAA Athlete for August 1972)



Typed text from article on left:

Zeb Blankenship Installed President of KHSAA Friday at Ken Lake
July, 1980
  Zeb Blankenship was installed Friday as president of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association.The formal action at Ken Lake 
State Park near Hardin in Western Kentucky.  Oldham County Principal J.D. Minnehan was installed at the same time as vice president.  
  Outgoing president is Barney Thweatt, principal at Christian County High School.  
  Nearing completon of his 13th year as principal at Jessamine County High School, Blankenship had been elected to the prestigious post 
April 17 at Lexington by the KHSAA 10 member Board of Controls.  
  Having mixed coaching experience in the four major high school sports at three different districts over 14 years prior to arrival at 
Jessamine County in August, 1967, Blankenship is well qualified to assume a public leadership role in state secondary school sporting 
activities.  
  He coached baseball, basketball, and track at Pike County four years; basketball and football assistant at Madison County five years; and 
basketball at Mercer County five years.  
  Duties of Blankenship as president of KHSAA will be to preside at board meetings and at delegate assembly meeting in April.  During 
latter sessions, delegates have the option to amend old laws, adopt new regulations, and may vote on constitutonal or bylaws changes.  
  All high school districts send delegates to the delegate assembly.  All public high schools in Kentucky are members of KHSAA.  The 
membership totals 309.
  Tom Mills continues as commission of KHSAA.  His job is to handle the day to day adminstraton of business matters relative to public 
high school sports.  He interprets the association rules, represents the board, and enforces standards.
  The 53-year-old Blankenship is a native of Elkhorn City.  He graduated from Elkhorn City High School in 1945.  He was a member of 
that school’s basketball team which represented the 15th region in state tournament play in 1943, 1944, and 1945.  
  The Nicholasville resident received a scholarship to University of Kentucky.  After his fresman season he went on a two-year tour of duty 
with the United States ARmy.  He was recreational director at Fort Meade, Maryland in 1945-47.
  Blankenship received his bachelors degree in 1952 from UK, majoring in physical education and biological science.  He earned his 
masters in education from the same institution in 1953.  
  The principal and his wife, Nel, an employee in the Department of Human Resoursources at Frankfort, have four children.
  Miss Kathy Blankenship is a minister of youth at Southside Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama.
  Mrs. Barbara Treadway works at the Veterans Adminstration Hospital at Lexington in medical records.
  Chuck Blankenship is married to the former Kathy Hall of Nicholasville and resides here.  Hie employed by Stratton Lumber & 
Hardware Company.
  Scott Blankenship is a sophomore at Western Kentucky University.
  
  
  

Jessamine Journal, July 1980



Zeb Blankenship’s 
1st Meeting as President of KHSAA on July 26, 1980



   Zeb Blankenship (KHSAA President 1981)



Zeb Blankenship 
President of KHSAA Board of Controls; 

March 22, 1981

Record Attendance of 21,000 
for HS Championship Game



Record Attendance of 21,000 
for HS Championship Game



(Lexington Herald Leader, 1983)

Editorial written by:

Zeb Blankenship
Heralding the work of KHSAA staff 
and Board members, as well as the 

value of education for athletes
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