
ALBERT CUMMINS 
Brooksville High School 
Bracken County, KY 
10th Region 
 
Notable Honors 
 

 

Basketball Baseball 
§ 1944 Undefeated Regular Season (22-0) § 1944 Region Champion 
§ 1944 District & Region Champion § 1944 State Runner-Up 
§ 1944 First-Team All-State § University of Wisconsin 

o 1945 Minor ‘W’ award (letterman) 
§ University of Kentucky 

o 1947 Varsity letter 

§ 1944 All-State Tournament Team 

§ University of Kentucky 
o 2x SEC Champion 
o 1947 NIT Runner-Up 

§ Michigan State University  
 
 

World War II Navy Veteran 

§ Michigan State University 
o 1949, 1950 varsity letter 
o 1950 2nd Team All-American 
o 1950 .367 BA, 43 Hits 

§ St. Louis Cardinals minor league 
o 2 seasons before injury 
o 267 hits in 269 games 
o .253 BA, .948 Fld% 

 
Albert Cummins was born on June 23rd, 1926.  Growing up playing baseball in 

Bracken County, Albert Cummins told the story about losing one of his friends in a 
freak baseball accident almost 80 years ago (article attached).  He played basketball 
for four seasons from 1941-1944, scoring 793 points. He played for the 1944 
Brooksville Polar Bears that were undefeated at 22-0 in the regular season, and ranked 
the #1 team in Kentucky.  Brooksville finished their season at 27-1 when they were 
upset in the second round of the State Tournament by Olive Hill.  1944 may be 
considered the toughest after with 4 undefeated teams and players like Wah Wah 
Jones and Ralph Beard.  Albert won two District Championships in 1943 and 1944, 
and a Region Championship in 1944.  He was named to the All-State Tournament in 
1944. He also played baseball for Brooksville and was their ace pitcher and middle 
infielder, where he won a Region Championship and was State Runner-Up in 1944.  
While there was no All-State or All-Tournament Baseball team in 1944, one can 
assume Albert Cummins’s performance at 2B and SS and being their star pitcher 
would have earned him that title. 

Cummins, and the entire 1944 starting five was offered a Scholarship to 
Kentucky by Adolph Rupp.  Albert, however, was drafted and served in the Navy in 
1945 and 1946 during World War II.  He played for the Treasure Island basketball team 
in San Francisco on the U.S. Navy Military base.  When he returned to the United 
States for a short time in the spring of 1945, he played baseball at the University of 
Wisconsin where he won their minor ‘W’ award given to outstanding underclassmen.  



Albert then returned to Kentucky to play basketball in the 1946-47 and 1947-48 
seasons, where he played in 38 games and scored 52 points, winning two SEC 
Championships. Kentucky would go on to be NIT Runner-Up in 1947.  He also lettered 
in baseball in 1947, but decided to transfer after that, leaving the Kentucky team that 
would win the 1948 and 1949 NCAA Championship. He told Jerry Tipton in the 
attached article that he wasn’t getting enough playing time at Kentucky, and he just 
wanted to play ball and have fun.  He transferred to Michigan State to play baseball but 
was ruled ineligible his junior year in 1948. So, in 1949 and 1950, he played 2nd base for 
Michigan State, lettering both years. He led his team with a .367 batting average in 
1950 with 43 hits and was named a 2nd team All-American. 

Cummins went on to play baseball for the St. Louis Cardinals minor league team 
in Allentown, PA for two seasons in 1951 and 1952.  For his career, he played in 269 
games with 267 hits – almost a hit per game for a .253 BA.  In 1,129 plate appearances 
he had: 267 hits, 45 doubles, 9 triples, and 8 homeruns.  With detailed stats only 
available for 1951, in that season he had 582 plate appearances with only 15 
strikeouts, 75 runs, and 59 walks.  Albert was a sure major league prospect, however, 
he threw out his arm and would have required today’s Tommy John surgery.  Albert 
Cummins decided to retire and raised his family in Bracken County where his kids 
attended school. 

In honor of his achievements, Albert Cummins was inducted to the 10th Region 
Hall of Fame in 2018, and the Bracken County Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018.  His jersey 
was retired at Bracken County High School in 2019. 

To the KHSAA Hall of Fame selection committee: Albert Cummins is currently 93 
years old and is in remarkable mental and physical shape for his age.  He fondly 
remembers watching his brother Jay Cummins, and KHSAA Hall of Fame member 
Warren Cooper win the 1939 State Championship for Brooksville.  He dreamed of 
repeating that goal and to this day still thinks about getting upset in the quarterfinals of 
the state tournament almost 80 years ago. 

Albert Cummins overcame the tragic death of his friend during a baseball 
accident, being drafted to fight for our country during World War II, and a career-
ending arm injury.  Despite all this, Albert still had a Hall of Fame-worthy career in high 
school and college.  I believe Albert has represented the challenges faced and goals 
reached by high school students during his time.  Albert also represents the emphasis 
by Bracken County and the KHSAA about playing multiple sports and being successful 
in them.  Which is almost a requirement for small-town teams like Brooksville and 
Bracken County High School to be successful.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please contact me at 606-402-1972 
or williamscottjones@outlook.com if you have any questions.  I have attached 
newspaper articles and pictures for verification and curiosity. Here is the link to a 
Facebook video and pictures of him accepting his 10th Region HOF award. 

https://www.facebook.com/1825764802/videos/10208962848268189/ 



ALBERT CUMMINS ARTICLE 

BY: JERRY TIPTON 

 
He was a star on a high school basketball team that received a scholarship offer, en 
masse, from Kentucky.   
 
As a UK teammate, he competed against Ralph Beard.  He was a World War II 
veteran and an All-American baseball player for Michigan State. 
 
Albert Cummins, whose life has had plenty of eye-catching moments (a childhood 
friend was one of 18 siblings), will be honored on Friday. Bracken County High 
School will retire his baseball jersey. Cummins was a star pitcher and middle 
infielder for a (pre-consolidation) Brooksville High School that advanced to the 
1944 state championship game. 
 
The Brooksville High basketball team had an undefeated (22-0) regular-season 
record in 1944. The team lost to Olive Hill in the Sweet 16 quarter-finals, but 
Adolph Rupp was impressed enough to offer each player a UK scholarship 
Cummins, now 93, was inducted into the 10th Region Hall of Fame and the 
Bracken County Athletic Hall of Fame last year. He recalled being a good-shooting 
guard. 
 
“Adolph had a long-shot shooting contest one time,” he said of his time as a UK 
player. “And I won it.” 
 
With World War II raging, Cummins left UK when he was drafted before the end 
of his freshman year of 1944-45. He served in the U.S. Navy before returning to 
UK in 1946. He recalled competing against Beard, who had arrived at UK while 
Cummins was in the Navy and went on to become one of Kentucky basketball’s 
most iconic players. 
 
Of the practice competitions with Beard, Cummins said, “Every day, every day, we 
did that. Ralph and I would push each other. Sometimes I’d get mine. And 
sometimes he’d get his. 
 



“When I played against anybody else, it was always easier.” 
 
These practice competitions could get intense. 
“Just playing hard,” Cummins said. “It wasn’t anything that was actual fighting. 
But sometimes it almost got to that.” 
 
Clint Cummins prodded his father to re-tell a story the family has heard many 
times about being benched by Rupp. Kentucky was playing St. John’s. Cummins 
recalled playing well. Then trouble came late in the first half. 
 
The player Cummins was guarding took a perimeter jump shot. Cummins blocked 
out, but the long rebound went over his head and the head of teammate Alex 
Groza, who had established rebounding position closer to the basket.  
 
Cummins’ man got the long rebound and hit a shot at the halftime buzzer. 
 
“At halftime, I was the only guy Adolph talked about,” Cummins said. Rupp 
concluded his halftime oratory by telling manager Humzey Yessin to give 
Cummins a warmup jacket. “He’s not going back in the game,” a chuckling 
Cummins recalled Rupp saying. 
 
Cummins recalled his St. John’s player who prompted the benching as Dick 
McGuire, one of that program’s iconic stars. 
 
Late in the 1947-48 season, Cummins decided to transfer. He moved to Michigan 
State, where he played baseball in the 1949 and 1950 seasons. As a senior, he led 
the Spartans with a .367 batting average. 
 
Cummins left a UK program that went on to win the 1948 and 1949 national 
championships. He had no regrets, he said. “I was glad they won.” 
When asked why he transferred, Cummins mentioned a reason that still resonates 
more than 70 years later. Think Brad Calipari transferring to Detroit Mercy earlier 
this year. 
 
“Well, I just wanted to play,” he said. “I wasn’t starting, of course. I wanted to play 
more ball.” 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 
ALBERT CUMMINS 2018 10th 

REGION HALL OF FAME 
ACCEPTANCE VIDEO 

 
https://www.facebook.com/1825764

802/videos/10208962848268189/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 


