
UIL announces delayed start for Class 6A and 5A for 2020 Texas high school
football season
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The University Interscholastic League announced that the start of 2020
Texas high school football season would be delayed by five weeks for Class
6A and Class 5A, while the rest of the state would start as scheduled.
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The University Interscholastic League made a monumental and rather shochking announcement

on Tuesday, delaying the start of all fall activities for the state's two largest classifications,

including Texas high school football, by five weeks. The announcement does not change the

schedule for the smaller classifications.

For Class 6A and Class 5A, the UIL pushed the start of practice, slated to start August 3, to

September 7. The first week of Texas high school football games will now happen on September

24-26, four weeks later than the original August 27-29 start date.

This move has major impacts to all extra-curricular activities across the state of Texas, most

notably football. The playo!s for the two largest classifications, which were originally slated to

start on November 12, will now begin on Thursday December 3. The UIL state championship

games were scheduled for December 16-19 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington; they are now moving

to a date TBD in January.

Untouched for now, though, is Class 4A, 3A, 2A and 1A, which will continue as scheduled —

practices will start August 3, games will kicko! August 27-29, playo!s begin November 12 and

the state championships remain scheduled for mid-late December.

It's a stunning announcement from the UIL, who usually insists on treating all classifications

equally.

Another wild card in this scenario: the UIL must navigate local entities that are putting tighter

restrictions on things. For example: Hidalgo County (down in the Rio Grande Valley) and Houston

ISD have mandated in person learning can’t begin until much later than the Labor Day start the

UIL has implemented. In these two areas, extra-curricular activities (sports included) can’t start

until in-person learning begins. Will these schools see an even shorter season (or possibly no

season), or will the school districts seek to relax those rules around practicing during the virtual

learning sessions?

Looking at the athletics calendar as a whole, this move by the UIL to push back the start of the

season may be the last available move to ensure a football season gets played in this school year.

There may not be another chance to delay the season further; but due to the size of our state and

the varying conditions in individual locales, if the season does move forward with its newly

scheduled September 7 start, there’s a chance that some school districts won't be able to field

football teams this year if the local health situation does not show improvement. 

The situation remains fluid, and TexasFootball.com will continue to follow the story.
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The UIL's announcement that the season will have a delayed start for 5A and 6A schools has some ripple e!ects on recruiting in the Class of 2021 and beyond. Here is a Q & A

addressing some of the more pressing questions surrounding recruiting. 
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Dave Campbell's Texas Football TXHSFB Insider Matt Stepp reacts to breaking news from the UIL about their adjusted 2020 Texas high school football season.
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Hall of Fame Announcer Craig Way Reacts to UIL's Decision to adjust Texas high school football schedule. (https://www.texasfootball.com/article/2020/07/21/uil-announces-

delayed-start-for-class-6a-and-5a-for-2020-texas-high-school-football-season?ref=article_preview_img)
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Fort Worth Christian’s Jamal Marshall has gone through more than anyone should ever have to. He shines on and o! the field in honor of his late parents and a grandmother
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In addition to serving as Dallas Lutheran's head coach, Brad Schupbach is also a firefighter for the Euless Fire Department.
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Here are the stores that sell Dave Campbell’s Texas Football. If you are unable to find the magazine at one of these stores, ask the store manager to reorder for you.
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Country music legend @TCUCoachP runs onto a football field. 
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